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PREFACE. 
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Vi PREFACE. 

neai'est to liiiii in cla.inia of antiqiiitj, evi^ii if wn grant 
tliat !iis style is lijss interesting', and his matter not so 
atti'iictive. InJeeil one aiguinent for iiioludiiis llcaiod 
ill the series o£ ' Ancient Classics for English ileadeis ' 
may bo found in the fact that nine out of twelve stii- 
dunta finish their cliiS3iLj,l loutsb with but the \ t^i est 
acquaintance with llIs^ remauia feuch theref r o i^ht 
to be as thankful as the unlpiinel f i an ilea of 
wliat he actually or [jrobally wiote AJid it i9 thia 
which the lai^er portion it th s \oIune endea\oms 
to supply. The poet a life 1 is been compiled fi m 
ancient and modern bio^iai hies with a c nstai t ej e 
to the internal evidence of his o\tant \ octrj for w hich 
tlie editions of I'aley, Goettling, and Dubiier, have 
been cliiefly studied. For illustrative quotation, use 
has been cliielly made of the English versions of 
Elton, good for the most part, and, as regards the 
Theogony, almost Miltooie. For the ' Works and 
Days,' the little-known version of tlie Klizabethan 
George Chapiiian-.-a biographical rarity made accessible 
by filr Hooper's edition in J. E, Smith's Library of 
Old Authors — has been hero and there pressed into 
our service. A parallel or two to Hesioil's ' Shield of 
Hercules,' from Homer's Shield of Achilles, belong to 
an unpublished version by Mr Itiehard Gatnett. But 
to no student of Hcsiod are so many thanis due as to 
Mr F. A. I'aley, whose notes have been of tlie utmost 
use, as the most successful alLenipt to unravel Ilusiodie 
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PREFACE. vii 

difficulties and inooiigniitics. "VVliiitover difTcrence of 
Opinion may oxiat upon his views as to the (lute and 
autlioraliip of the Homeric epics, there can be none a-; 
to the hiyh value of his edition of Ilosiod, which jnay 
rank with his .^cliylua, Euripides, and Propeitius. 

For the three chapters about Theognis, whieh com- 
plete this volume, the translation and arrangement of 
Mr JohH Hookliam Frere liave been used and followed. 
In some instiinces, where Gaisford's text seemed to 
discouD^e freedom of paraphrase, the editor has fallen 
T>ack npon his own more literal versions. On the 
whole, however, the debt of Theognis to MrHookhani 
Frere, for acting as hia exponejit to English readers, 
cannot be over-estimated ; and we tender our thanks 
to iiis literary executors for permission to avail out- 
selves of his acute and lively versions. These are 
marked F. Those of Elton and Chapman in Hesitid 
are designated by the tetters E and C i-espectively, 
and the editor's alternative vijrsioiis by the letter 
D affised to them. 
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H E S I O D. 



Op materials for a biof[raphy of the fatlier of didactic 
poetry there is, as miglit be expected, far lesa scarcity 
than is felt in the case of the founder of epic. Classed 
aa contemporaries by Heroilotus, Homer and Hesiod 
represent two schools of authorslii]! — the former the 
objective and impersonal, wherein the mover of the 
puppets tliat fill his stage is himself invisible; the 
latter the stibjective and personal, which communicates 
to reader and listener, thiwiigh the medium of if« verse, 
the private thoughts and cireumstancea of the indi- 
vidual author. Homer, behind the scenes, sots the 
battles of t!ie Iliad in array, or carries the reader 
with his hero through tlio voyages and adventures of 
the Odyssey. Hesioil, with all the nawc^fi of reality, 
sets himself in tlie foi-ugroiiuil, and lets us into conti- 
denc*.') about his family matters — his hopes and feaiu, 
his aims and discoumyements, the earnests of his snc- 

A. C. vol. XV. A 
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«eKS anil tlie obstacles to it. JSiit iinlwillipfamliiif,' tlio 
explicitiK'ss iiiitTii';il to liia achool of coiiijwsitinii, he 
lias felled to k'livc any record of tho dat« of his life 
and poema. l"or aii iipproximation to thia the chief 
authority is Ilerodotua, who, in discussing the Ilullenic 
theogoiiies, gives it as his opinion that " HesioU and 
Homer liveit not nioii! than four linndred jears before " 
his era, and ]ilni;es, it will be obBLn-ved, the didactic 
jioi t hrst m oidi r ot the two iiiis w n!d cinrcpoiid 
■with the testimony of the Parian nml 1 which ni il ts 
llesiod Homei ■- senior by about thiity >m«s, iiiJ 
i j horui, the hi-toi laii of the pi < t a fatheiKtid, m mi 
timed, imungat thtii tliL hijier antiquity of Htsn d 
Ihirenx-. undou!itell> ■\ eoui(ti,r thi'Oij, refini I to 
Xenophines, the Llentic philos fhiT, which ) latwl 
Hi'snd liter thiu Hnuer , but tin, iiroblem is ni 
. pilk of deci'.HR M.liili'n, and llip key to it his 
I* he scught, if iTn\iltu, i« tlip mt nnl eviUii < 
(.1 the pouns thunvi'ha,, as t) "tin. stite of inii 
nu">, i.H'^toms, Alts, and politic d f.'O'veiimiLiit fann 
liir to the reap Une inthors. li idilion ctrtmdy 
(.on'ipin.s to affix a c mmin <iate to tlie-fe pre-eniinciit 
stirs of Helleiin, jietr^, ly chn^nty to i Idl I 
contest for the pitw jf tlinr niutud Lit iii I, ■~a fir 
83 it IS ot any woith cturobonilLS tho Cfnsistmt \n 
lief of the ancients, tint Htsiod fiounshed at least 
lime centuiiia before riiii<it As to his pirentij. 
dthough the ntniis of hit father an 1 motlitr ln\( int 
l)Lpn preRer*e 1 thtu is internil evilti tit tb nj t 
hn !» It! * kinl In hi. W il i 1 Hm^ t1 ■■ 
po t t [1 1 tl it hi-, t ith r 11 1, t I 1 11 p 1 ,'eiii 
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THE LIFE OF IlP.filOn. 3 

fmm Oyme in /Enlm, iirgcd liy n.-inoivnoKS of iJifans 
luitl a ticsire to Letter his fortunes by a rucurrenco ti> 
tl n. dftfihlfl fli 1! 

t iKe t tl tl t y f tl E 1 1 

li 1 I b U> ph f &lf t 1. t 

It re te 6 t tl — less 1 

sed tl t n h rrantj his 11 
II 1 13 1 m I f li t — li 1 1 1 

H 1 1 1 tl P 1 

IH. 1 tj t b 1 tly 1 1 1 H It 

k, J 1-j t f 1 t 11 1 t 1 If 

1 d tl f tl t 1 1 t Ik t 1 ly 

alpsfiil d raitlh 

] t y f i 1 tl El t f V M 

tl t bl 1 1 1 t 1 1 n to- 

th tl tl t I t u tl 1 i 

lit t tbtl isittf 

tl II I I 1 1 1 i>ea t If 1 H- 

t t 1 1 1 1 t d tl fit 

f tl ir UkV I 1 1 d t tl H 

1 1 1 1 1 1 Ul t « ! 11 y 

1 ty t ] t II t by H 1 

ri fll I f I 

1 tly tl 1 1 1 1 1 

t I tl \\ 1. d D J — 

" witluEs Pei'ses, tliiis for lioiH"!t Riiin, 
'Jlills did our imituiil futlitr i,l„ii^.h ili,^ main. 
Kist fiiim M,\vMi I Vitu^'.-i ilisiFini ^lioit- 
HilVi<T ill siil.lii ^lii]. liLs ciiur-^e Iw bure ; 
Tbrouyh IIk- wlilu si';i-i liis vt-iiliii-oiiK way b,; U>-.li, 
No revciiiifs, nm [iim^h:!!)!!*' mw Im^^ouk. 
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His wanileriiig course from jioverty lipgan, 
Thi! vJsitiilioiL Ri-nt froin H«iv,.,i ii. ili„i,. 
In Asi;ra>a wreklied IuumU'I, <ii i1h> fctl 
Of Helicon, lit; fixBiI his lituiilil,? sc^.it ; 
Uiiycoial clinic — in wintry cold ri^vcv,' 
And. summer luiiit, and joyless tliioii^h the year." 
~E. «S3-694. 
An unpromising (ielJ, at first sight, for the growth of 
poesy; but, if the lociiUty is studied, no unnu'et 
" nursu," in its associations and surroundings, " ftir a 
poetic child." Kuar the base of Helicon, the gentler 
of the twin niountitin- l)rethren towering above ttio 
chain that circles Piojirtia, Ascva ivas within easy reach 
of the grotto of tlie Libctluiiin nymplis, and almost 
close to tbe spiing of Aganippe, ami the source of tiie 
niemory-liannted Pemicssus. The fountain of Hippo- 
civne was further to tha south ; but it was near tliia 
1 that the inhabitants of Helicon sliowLii to 
i-ery ancient cojiy of the ' "Works ami 
Days' of the bard, wh.tsc name is iiistpaiiibly associiit*:d 
with the neighbourhood. Modern trLivcllcrs describe 
th 1 U f,l I 11 1 I nl 

sh 1 f H 1 J tl J 1 ] f L 1 n 

]ii Cre r t 1 1 I 1 H I I 

".n. 1 tl 1 tl L. f 1 It II 1 

ti'e It f 1 ai 1 1 t 1 k t 1 1 

pi Itl 1 1 Im tl f tl ba k f 

tb 11 tl t f, h f tl lit 

in 1 0. I ! tilt t t! jl 

bet t d II C 1 11 II i 1 
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Tim LIFE OF nmioD. 3 

11 f 1 I[ 1 tl fi t 11 1 

11 11 Ij 1 1 I 1 fl 1 h 

Iff so ! ! 1ft If j,ra It 1 hi 

It f b es ! tl th m f 

p t I H t d tl IS f t f II Tl 1 

t f th pp re t iJ P y 1 t til t 

ttl t f A 1 t 1 t 1 t! t f 

tl 1 t 13 I 1 liiy to b i d tl 

1 f tl p t H (1 d t 1 tl 1 I 

wl h I f th h d 1 tt 1 d 1 1 tl n 

n I t th tl f p t — 1 

Ihyl Tm 1 d it hi by 

d t t tl J t d t 1 as I !! p 

ly by tl Breot J wt b 1 It n 

dd ntlttta asnV y 

1 bt. jt '^ fi '''a** i b 1 i 

tl i t*. J, t tl b =ie 1 t tl 

kytots nmlip tut 11 
R ly to 1 1 1 1 t fe pc 1 p J 1 tl 
f 1 t 1 d p ty lx,t tl t d 

tb d m lus t At y t t t t fn 

H d n b th t tl h f 1 f tl 

settlement Itail hutfioient iiidiic<,ti.8nts for bim to niAe 
it bis own likewise; tboiigb from the fact tliat (ho 
people of Orcliomenus possessed liis relics, tliat Ikeotiaii 
town niay dispute tlie bonourof his birth andiesidLECo 
with Ascra. The bitter place, without controversy, is 
entitled to be the witness of the most inomcntouB in- 
cident of his poL'tic history— to wit, the apparition of 
the Muses, as ho fi^d his father's flock beside the divine 
Helicon, wlieu, ufter oue of those niglit-dancus in wbicli 
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"TliC'y«-™t 
To lea.1 the m,i/y uioii^uii^ l>re;illjiii^ ^i^ir.' 
Eukilidliiig iu^v', uiid ykuce tlmir ijuivLTiiig fi:ct,"- 

tlicy necosteii the fiivoured rustic with theiv heaveiily 
sjn!ei:h, gave him com mission to bu tlie bard of iliUiittic, 
as Homer was of epic, poefty, ami iu token of suuli a 
function invested him witli a staii' of bay, symbolic of 
piietry and scmy. Hesiod's own account of tliis vision 
iu tliQ opening of his ' Theogouy ' is as follows : — 

" They to Hcaioil erst 
Have taught thi^ir Rtatelj song, the whilot his flocks 
He tul hen&uli all saueJ HilitiMi 
riiii" hi>t Ihuse ^od(l(j-SL3 i!j iiheaienli "pi'eth 
AililiiBSLil, thi_ Ohiiijiiin Maflii bum fiDm Jiivi;: 
' Ni^hl w itdiny sliejilnnU ' l)tiii„>* ot ivpraach ! 
^L„\ ^u II ilii^ h, ir t Wc know tc. -iieak 
I ill 11 I II \et '•Lciuni.'tiue, 

111 1 111 ii„sol iLllth' 

N I ihe [iii^'htv Jo\e, 

ill I , I „L lutimiiivliinl. 

Wciiidious ' I VLiiUat lod, a lautc I linuii-h, 
01 bldoiii uitnitlieniig, and a. \inn. nut reutlied 
DiMiie, that I might utter fuitli m sun^ 
Ihe tiitiirt. .mil the p.t«t, and boile me sing 
The hlessiil lace existing evennoi^. 
And first and last resound t!ie Muses' pmi^." 

— E. 33-48. 

The details of this interview, as above recorded, are 
ri!]dute with interest — centred, indeed, in the poet 
liini.ii-lf, liut in some degree also attaching to his 
reputL-d woHia. If the verses are genuine— and tlmt 
the ancients so accounted them is plain from two allu- 



.y Google 



Tim Liri-: of iikkioh. 7 

aions of Ovid*— tlu^y slum- lliiit wifli a faitli quite in 
keoping with his Biuiiiii;, serious, superstitious character, 
h(t took this nigh t-v is ion lor no iillu ilream-fuhric, hut 
a (Infinite call to ilevote hiniself to the poetry of tnitli, 
and the errand of makiu*,' song suhserve the ]iroiMga- 
tion of religion and moral jnelriiction. The "iictions 
seeming true " — in other words, the heroic poetry so 
popular in the land of liis father's hirth — Ileaiod eon- 
eiders himself enjoincil to forsake for a graver strain — 
"the things of truth" — which the Muses declare have 
heen hitherto rcg.irded by mortals as not included 
in their gift of inspiration. He takes their com- 
mission to be prophet and poet of this phase of min- 
strelsy, embracing, it appears, the past and future, and 
including his theogonic and ethical poetry. And 
while the language of the Muses thus deKiica the 
poet's aim, when awakened from a rude ahepheril-life 
to the devout service of inspired song, it implies, 
rather than asserts, a censure of the kinds of poetry 
which admit of an easier and freer range of fancy. 
For himself, this supernatural interview formed the 
starting-point of a path clear to be tracked ; and that 
he a«cepteil his commission as Heaven-appointed is 
eeen in the gratitude which, as we learn from his 
' Works and Bays,' he evinced by dedicating to the 
maids of Helicon, 

"Where iirst their tuneful inspiration flowed," 
an eared trqwd, won in a contest of song at funerid 
games in Euboia. In the same passage (K 91o-322} 

* Fasti, vi. 13 ; Art of Love, i. 27. 
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Hrsiixl testifies to tho ;,'i-;ivily ..f liis i.f.cl it trust "hy 
av'mng l!i)it lie s|ifiika ■' tiiu niiml of ii.-iri - iiuaring 
Jove, whose tiaiightuis, tho Jliisea, liiive tauglit liiiii 
th(! divine Rong." P,msania9{IX. sxxi. 3) recwda tlie 
I'sistencc of lliia tripuil iit Hiilicon in liis own day. 

Jtut thtniiih iio tuA liiicall is .liiinr (Iilr. is no 
rciisonto tlniiktlixt Htsiod dtjitii In! soltli tn Uiis 
j;ift of iuspiriitioii for i name in 1 j lite among poeta 
Hiri ftitlnii'a iinteoLdLwt^ "iaf^eit the litLrarv tidture 
tt-hii;h liu may well hwe imlibi-dfrom his I utliplaie 
in /Eulia. His own traditions in 1 surruundingi m tha 
iiiother-eountrj — so near tliu very Olympua which was 
till! seat of tlic old Pierian minstrels, whatever it may 
have been of the fahlud gods — so fed by local influences 
and local c It v t f s a 1 j trj — may have 

jirudi.^posc 11 to the 1 f i I fu ct 'i jf a p<iet ; 
hut there salt ctly \ t 1 to e about aJ! his 
piietry, wh ch si o rs tl it 1 is ndebte ! to hb own 
pains and tl u 1 1 1 is ow ol er at on a 1 retentive- 
iiesB, for the „ It vl cl 1 h it Is neasure, to 
I>crfi!ction. A life iifiold uonduced to mould him into 
■> tho poet of the ' Works and Days,' — a sort of Ba30- 
tiaa 'Shepherd's Calendar,' interwoven with episodes 
of fable, allegory, and personal history. The nearness 
of his native hills, as well aa the traditions of elder 
barda, conspired to impel him to the task of shaping a 
theogony. And both aims are so congenial ami ci)m- 
patible, that prima facie likelihood will always 
support the tlieory of one and the same authorship for 
both poems against the sepaniiials* who i-an no more 

• The ancient critics who believed in the separate antliorship 
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br Iv nl 1 I H 1 tl 1 1 IH 

L t 1 c ll -i 3 t tl c „1 1 ] ( tl e 1 t 

gives of 1 self u tie oe u to! ^r 1 1 1 of 1 a 
rej utwl o 1 ^ pr a nt tl e p t i. la at \ erf loco 
nt &o<'l l^atcal, and 1 ser a t v tl 
h & tin^e of ol setvit on i] t to leam a 1 pt also to 
tea li sttiT f, up life 6 e eryday 1 sons tl y atr ke 
1 u a I 1 ^t V „ for 1 s 1 t j p i 11 hil 11 k 
f 1 Ij tr th a 1 [ e He VB the 1 t,l t 

da of OR 1 ! ^Jfelt ail nat 

n B*! o ts 1 SI If to 11 t ate 1 o ent net 
that 1 t of 11 6 tl e ),ods 1 ave pla ed 

exert a I 1 I t tl e \'\ o ks n I 1) lys t s 

ol at! it! a naid drlt are tl po t of 

L a f llo y en by a true 1 t, 1 of 1 is ex; cr e «o 
p ict cal a Iture lie ileo),uy le o n n Is 
otre] t lee etrtl ] sil eirch 
lyvl hlolia okliitoi s^attn a 1 th s too 
for tl 6 btuefit a d 'itruct on ol 1 a f llo vs tl e 
fioat cr 1 „ nda of tie „ 3s a i oil ss« a 1 tl ur 



oif ir 


„ 1 h t U h s 1 y ust 1 V 1 ee a haot e 
a On ks ak to tl e t o mi n a d 


e t 1 
that, 


1 e a wo naj c ive I 
t of ! 8 t re Ho 1 ! 


1 to h ve spe t 
ns not ^ ve p 



any rati., if it iii\ohed aeavoj.i^cs. His lists of 
riven in the ' Tlieogoiiy' are cuiiously defective wlieit) 
it mi^iit liave been supposed tliey ivuuld biifulliiat — as 
regar la Hellas generally ; wliereas he gives niauy names 
of the [liail niid Odysacy were so culled, tia eepniiitiiig wUat 
by tlm voice of previous tradition Lad beun miulo oav. 
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1,1' Asiiitlu rivers, and t'vcii nu'iUiorif^ tlio Xilo and tlie 
I'liiisis, neither v{ iv!ii«Ii oMur iji U.mcr. lint tliis 
wuuKl siiuiu to liavt^ bueii a Leavsay ]iii.)wIeilK<! ut' 
fieogiaiihy, for lie diaUm-tly dyclar^'s liis exiieiieiico of 
Iim fiitlii:!''^ quondatii eiilliii<,' tu be limited to a single 
psssagi! to EulxBa frnm tlio mainland; and as he is less 
full wiien lie slioiilU enumerate Greek rivets, tlie 
reasonable supjiosition is that lie was no tiiiveller, and, 
de])endiiig oil ti"aiHti<in, was mnst correct and coia- 
nniiiiciitive touching thosu streams of which lie liad 
: heard most in ehiltlhood. The one voyage to which 
he imiied was made with a view to the musical contest 
at Chalcis alKivu alluded to; and Jt is surely n<it with- 
out tt touch of <]niet humour that tiiis sailor's son owns 
himself a landlu!iln!r in the following verses addressed 
to his ne'er-do-well brotlier : — 

" If tliy rasli tliought on iiiercliHiuliae be placed, 
Lest ilebls ensnare or wueful hunger wuste, 
Li'.ii'ii uuw llie ciuirses of tliu roaring sea, 
Tliiiiif^li alii|H and voyages are strange to nie. 
Ne'er o'er tlia Bea's broad way my course I Lore, 
Save once from Aiilis to the EulwDan shore ; 
Flioli Aulis, where the mighty Argive lioat, 

I''iiiiiL siii'vi'ii Cvi.'L-tB asyiemhleil tii de^trny 
The guilty walls uf beauty -liloomhig Tniy," 

— ' Works and Days,' E. 901-910. 

This, the poet goes on to say, is all lie knows juvic- 
tically about luvvigalion, and tndy it is little oiiongli ; 
for it is no ex.'iggeiulion, Imt a simple faet, that the 
strait whieli consiltuted Ileniod'.s sole experieiieo of a 
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xea fe II t 1 1 f f t 3 1 _ 

a [a 1 1 tl 1 1 tl M Mat o tie 
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Iftaltl d'"" astro v a il tl rest ol 
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tl e d V II a 1 a t a 1 1 1« sen e — to 

d ctate a se ot ] r ej ts co c r j, tl t e f r 
vo> an 1 tl e t f ta i ho e I 1 

tl e jotts e c 1 af 1 is a n e tj f I r te 

times 1(1 the golilen ^^v, none woie nicu'hmts — 
( A\ k nj y C ) 

1 t th n fl f tl r t I ] r t 
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t nna Tl J h tl t h il 1 

bee na! th d h ai I gc lly 
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p p t 1 I H 1 f tl 1 t t i tl ft 
lid t I 1 1 1 i 
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1 I T w tl t! k 1 p 
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judfi'^Si "■!"' were tlic ijistruments of liis nipiicity. It 
ia not distiniitly stated what was the issue of this 
second suit, which Hiiiied at etripiiiiig Hesiod of that 
snuilier portion which had alrcudy been nssif{ne<i to 
hitn ; puriiaps it Wiis aii open sore, nnder the influ- 
ence of which he wrote }ua ' Works and Days,' — a 
persuasive to hnnest labour as contrasted with the 
idleness whieh ia fertile in expedients for living at the 
expense of others — a pictntt- from life of the active 
farmer, and, as a full to liiiii, of the idle lounger. 
Here is a sample of it : — 

" Small care lie his of wnm"ling and dtbate 
F «lo-e un^itlwel food tl e-B wut 

Wl t tl n tl li Btt a r pi nt> stored 



dj p 11 ij,e tOl d t! y 3 a.p 1 an 1 
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The hribe-d i I tl 1 1 tl 

Tliesentuii w II 1 II 1 

li)ol« anil ! 1 n i I II 

UnkuowiL 1 w f tl II 

TJnkiiown I f,u( 1 I III 11 

And as])l]o I 1 tl 1 I 1 1 1 1 

— r 4-1 S 

The gnom 1 t of tl 1 st f u 1 n s m t n t 

bl d til id t tl f t tl 1 1! y 1 [ 1 

f t tl J t d ] 1j tl d pvL t tJ 

u ty t tl f in tl t tl 1 tt 1 H I it 

th j,l 1 t», 1 It t 1 t t th 

t tl tl t 1 f 1 1 I 1 CO 

13 I f 1 1 t tl 1 f 1 1 t I 1 My 

fra ! C t t t! tl I t! Ih 1 

t I 1 L t tly w t tl !j t 

tl I t tl "\\ X IB d t! t t 

ml f 1 It t k tl i 1 

b th f [ 1 q t t I II f I 

interest in tlut l.i thei s annnlnient— we do n*it 
leani with wliat success. PBrlmi)s, as has been siU'iuisciJ, 
Perscs had a wife who kejit liim up to his extra va,i;iint 
ways, and tu the rfiiiiiy resource of rocoujiinij; his failing 
treasure by endeiivouiiiig to levy a fjesli tax njion. 
Ilesiod. Svicli a surmise might well account for the 
poet's curious niisngyiiic crotolietri. Low as is tlie 
vahn; sf't upon a " lielp-ineet" by Sinionides, Archilo- 
eliii=, liacdivlides, ami, later sliil, by Euripides, one 
miylit liave expected liotter wonts in fovour of iiinrringe 
fmm one whose Jost works i.ichideil a cataLigue of 
celebrated women of oM, lliaii llie r.iiliii,^' (i.ue which 
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accdiiipmiips liis nronmit of tln' iiiytli of Piiiiclfira, the 
associiition of ivi.d.jiil witli imiiiix,^.! evil in lljiit Ifgcoul, 
mid till! more pmclical mlvipe to his lirothi-v in a Jider 
pai-t of hia ' AVovks uml Days,' where lie hi.i« Ijjiii shim 
tile wiles of a woman "diesseil out hehiiid " {i?n!ioliiifS 
aiid dross-imjirovei's I'cing, it would seem, not liy any 
moans nioiliTii iiiventiiins), and unsparingly la^^l!'3 tho 
whole sex in tiie style of the versus ive quote ;— 

" L<.-t no fiiir wniiian roLed in Joo^ nrray, 
TliiiE siienlis liii' wauloii, tiiLi[.t iby ft'ot astray; 
Wi,<. si.lt .i.'niaii.k if tliiML' al.o,l,- U near, 
Aii'l \.\-M,>\h- lisj.^ and muniiurs m iV-iw. oar. 
Tliy ^Ii|.iK'ry IriiBt tli,i tl.iiniiM- ~liall ho-uile, 
Fur, lul lln-thioi is ambuilicd in lii-r sniik'." 

— E, 51i-S16. 
Indeed, it might he maintained, quite CDusist^.'iitiy 
with the internal ovidenee of Hesio.rs poems, that 
ho lived and dii-d a Kociudor, seeing perhaps, the 
evil inlinences of ii ivorthless wife on liis hrother's 
estalJishmont and character. It is tme that in certain 
CiiwfiR (which ]indHihly cliould Iiave cinne mote elofie in 
the ttxt to those alcove cit-iid, wheieas they huve got 
ijhiftf'l Ui a later p.irt of the poem, wliere tliey are Jess 
1o the jiiiiiit) iie pix'serihes general directions about 
talking a wife, in just the matter-of-fact wiiy a man 
would who wrote Hithout pastiioji anil wiiiiout experi- 
ence. The hi'idegrooiii was to he not i'ar short of 
thirty, the biido about uiiiet.-eii. Tossibly in the in- 
jiinetion that the latter slioidd U-. son-lit in the ranks 

aivi.ii-nv" wlii.-h :iiiii!u(.-.| (Ir- u..i].|ly u-isL. f^dher of 
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Mr Riimupl Wdler. Anyhnw, hn ivfiulLl hnwc. had tlK-. 
iiioilul wifu fulHl the reiiuiiimi^iits i>f' llie licniiUI'nl 
Latin ejiitiiph .on a tiiatron, for he pvescrilies that bIiu 
should be " simple - niiiiiled " and " home -keeping" 
{tlioiigh he says nothijig about her being a workor in 
wools), in lines of ivliicli, beeaiise Elton's versiim is 
here needlessly dilfuae, we submit a closer rendering 
of our own : — 

" And clioo'it tin niff fi mi tli , thitr iii 1 \]v dndl 

Wei„lnn^', lest n<u!i' " ' f dl \\ud 

Tliaumlc Ihit's^ i t r ^ im, 
Hut k ist fiLipieiitii 

!-iuc,U witlioiit file I MP, 

And to crude old j.^'- ' liiu 1 i i inli nl II. imi' 

— W ill, Jill DjjV TOO- 7()"i 

This, we conceive, was IIe.=i(id's ailviec, as nu out- 
8 1 It t t tl V \ If t } 

I Ue 1 k I tl t II till tv. n I 

(i 6 1 1 1 e Ise i n re n 1 t the fa 

1 — n d 1 111 a 1 -ek p It 

n ntra fo f 1 t 1 1 11 1 

k 1 1 I f 1 tli ~ I 

1 ^ I t 1 t (« ■Wok a I I) ) 00 b)4) U 
1 (Ij [ t y of tl a tl t t I t 

111 bu It p y al u 1 tl ta tii o tl e 

<« t lat^ of Hes la t 1 jl 1 II 

f 1 1 t f ate tl li 1 t I 1 11 

t lie t d I ill lit 

1 An 11 8 l> 11 t I I 1 1 1 

tl t II 1 I i t 1 I 
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Iciis just as jniris a bit of incohoront fiction a, tl 1 1 s 
remains ■were cariiud asliorc, frnm out of tiie o e to 
ivliicli tliejh.idbeun cast, liythu agency of (klj.liina, or 
that a fiiitliful dog — -no doubt the sharp-toothed epeci- 
incn W(! ha^'e seen recoajiiiended in the 'Works anil 
])aj'R' — tnnMid out the authors of the murder, and 
brriui;ht Ihcit) to the hands of j.istice. Some accounts 
attriiiiitc to the poet onl^' a guilty knowledge of the 
ci'iine of a fellow-lodger ; hut in either shape the Jegend 
is an aftfir-t bought, aa is also the halting story that 
Ste-«ii;Iioi-ns, wlio lived from B.C. 643 to E.c. 5I>0, was 
the olfspringof tbi^ f iblcd Jnumi. All that can be con- 
diidfii finiii trustworthy ibita for bis biography, beyond 
whM. biis be™ already iiolicw!, is that in later life h,'. 
mnpt iiiivc ex.'b;in-.'d bis rr-sid.'nee nt A^crafur Orcbo- 
n.eiill-. 1">?mMv Ii. hr fiiiili.T fn-iiilbo iuipovlunitii^s ..f 
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THE LIFE OP IFKSIOD. 17 

PorscR, ami beyond tlie atmospliere of unrighteous 
juilgos. Paiiaanias states that Hesiod, like Homer, 
whether ffom fortune's spito or natuml distiiste, en- 
joyoi! 110 intimacy with kings or great people ; and tliis 
consists with Plutatch'a story that the Spartim Cleo- 
menes useil to call Ileaiod "the poet of tliis Helote," 
in contrast with Homor, " the delight of warriors," and 
with the inference from an expreasioii in the ' Works 
and Da,ys' that the poet and his fatlier were only 
resident aliens in Kceotia. In Thuspiie, to which 
realm he bclongeil, agriculture was huM degrading to a 
freeman, wliich heljia to account for his being, in his 
own day, a poet only of the peasantry and the lower 
classes. Pansanias and Patereiilua do but retail tradi- 
tion ; but this suffices to coriDlwrate the impression, 
derived from the poet's own works, of a calm and con- 
templative life, unclouded except by the wortldessucsa 
of others, and owing no drawbacks to faidts or failings 
of its own. Musing much oa the deities whose his- 
tories he sjstematised as best he might, and at whose 
fanes, notwithstanding all liis research ami inquiry, 
he still ignovantly worshipped ; regulating his life on 
plain and homely moral principles, ar.d ever awake to 
the voice of mythology, which spoke so stirringly to 
dwellers ill his home of liaiolia, — Hesiod lived and died 
in Ihat momitain-girded region, answerably to the testi- 
mony of the epitajdi by his countryman ChersiaK, 
wliii:h Pansanias read on the poet's sepxdclire at 
Orthomenus ; — 

" Tliougii fertile Askto gave sweet Hesiod birth, 
Vet rest his bones beneath the Minyan earth. 
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— Piiusan., ix. 38, § 4 
The question of Ilcsiod's liteniry offspriiif,' has 
lieon much deUateil, tlie 'Works iiinl Days' iilnno en- 
joying an. nnilisputed gtmiineiiuss, lint it dots not 
Hi;oni that the 'Thoogony' waa impugncil before tlie 
time of Pinisaiiiiis,* wlio rcconls tliat Hesiod's Ili^li- 
tioniun fellow - citizens fecoL.'nisiid only the ' Works 
jiiid Days.' On the otluT hand — to say iKitliiti^' of 
internal evidence in the 'Theo^ony' — we havu tlio 
ti'stiniony of Herodotus to Hesind's authorshiji ; whilst 
the ainiient popnkp opinion on tliis eiibject linda cor- 
nilioration in Pl:it^>'s direct alhiaion to a certiiin passif,'o 
of the ' nieogony' as Hesiod's recogniseil wofk. Allud- 
ing to vv. 110-118 of tlie 'Theof^ny,' the philosopher 
writes in tlie ' Synijiosiuni' (178), ■ — "As Ilesiod 

' First Chao 

The everhi 

And Love.' 
In other words, after Chaos, the Eaith and Love, 
these two came into beinfj." Aristophanes, also, in 
more than one drama, must he considered to refer to 
the 'Thoogony' and the "Worts." Ftirlhermore, 
it is certain that the Alexandrian critics, to whom 
sciipticiam in the matter would have opened a cun- 
j;i;nial fiehl, never so much as liinted a question con- 
cerning the age and milhoislup of the ' Tlieo';..ny.' 
Ili^i-ides tliese tivo wurlc-^, Ijut one otluT poem lias 
is. :(1. S 3. 
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TH/C IJFK OF IIIlSWD. 19 

ided to oui diy uu ki Uie iiiiiie cf Hesoil, 
imle=is, iiiilei-d, wn take as a sample of liis 'Eu^ or 
Cataliigut, of HuoiiRS,' the lifl\ ii-i, \eiat,s whicli, 
having slipped tlicii Libk, lia\e ^>t lUtjuheil to tlie 
opemiig of Ihi, Shield of HwLukb ' Ihu 'bhield' 
13 cerUuiilj of qucetioniible merit, d ite and mthurshi[>, 
thoUp'li a little hesitation would ime bci,!i ■^^l^e in 
CoIoulI Mure, before e\pres«in„' sulIi whtlis-Je coii- 
d iim ition and loiitempt as he Leaps upon it * Iheso 
three po m.% at ill eit.nts, are whit htve come dnvn 
Tiuder the name and btyle of He'.iol, md are out 
Bpecimeiia of the three chisea of poeticJl composition 
■which tradition imputes to Iiim - — (1) dihctw , (3) 
histonial Till genealuoicil, (3) short mjtlncal poems. 
Under one or other of these heids it b ea*.} to gioiip 
the HeMiudic poi ma, no lun^far extant of w hiuh notices 
are found in ancient authors Ihus the ' Astronomy ' 
and thu ' M liiiiis of Chiion w ilh the ' Omitlioman- 
teia, or Book of Augury,' belong to the first class , the 
'Eoi^ or Cital gue of ^omtn,' whicli is prohably 
the same poem as the Genealogy ot Heroi*,' the 
' Mtlampodia,' whiJi treated of the renowned jiro- 
phet, j)niii,e, and piiiet of the Aif,ives, Melanipu's, and 
of his descendants in gPiieaJogical sequtnce , and the 
' j^'u'iniius,' wliiUi g-Uhered roun 1 the so-nimed niy- 
thi(,ul prmce of the Donans, and friend and aU\ of 
Heroules, manj gtm-al gical tmlitions of the Htr-iclld 
and Dorian rai-ts,— «il!, ttiththi, c\tHit ' Tlieo^oiiy,' 
repn,-5ont the sei-onl , while the -imallir epics ol ' The 
M«iito(,ot Oijx," llu Desunt ti Hades of Theseus,' 
* History of Ijreek Lit , ii 424 
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and 11)0 'E[)illiih]iiium ol Tuleiia and Tlietis,' will 
keep ill ouiiteiniic), tlie ole cxtiiiit representative of 
tlie tliinl clii s add enhanci, tlie possiliility tliat 'Tiie 
SJjieM of Ikreulea is nt liast Heisluilh, thuu^Si it is 
sjifcr to put it tliiis A<igue!y tlian to affirm it HuHiod's, 
A conveniently wide licrtli is afforded by the modern 
Bulutiun, that sevi^ral imputed woiks of Hesiod are tlie 
wiii'ka of a scliool of authors of whiyli Hcsiod was the 
name-giving patriarch, Tiio truth in this inal.tiir nan 
only be apjiroxi mated. Euougii, perliajis, is affirmed 
when we say thtt iu style diilect and flavour of anti 
1 tj th il J •* i tl e \\ o ks ire I re -ik a 

to e ch oth tU to tl e to! II 1 1p t tie 

sa e t ue tl It amed poe s of verj j ctable 
-y^n Tl t f uer I o s are of tl I 1 l«fi t c 
tj pe of tl e a t i lit 1 1 tl Si 1 1 a 

rcc to II E<i \ be br 1 of t ae 1 i y 
Ho er iJia r 1 c vl re tl cc r j b sit 
I to tl e 1 tc [ ol t o s of rl 1 s ! ts a d to the 

ace t 1 t to I a s "6 tl -o ^1 tl e hi 1 of 

n any diff ri, t k afti i tl e or il aster 

Tl e stjle a 1 er t of ea h rk U I* t le d s- 
cssel pntlj a 1 Ull fc e i 1 t 

Hesod^ 1 ost und ubtel [o m tie \\ l,s a d 
Days. 



.y Google 



CHAPTER IT. 

THE WORKS AKD DAYS. 

The meaning of the title prelixeil to Hesiod'e grp.nt 
(liilactic poem appears to lie pr()perly " Farming Opera- 
tions," " Lucky and Unlucky Days," or, in sliovt, 
"Tlie Huabamlman's Calendar;" but if the elliioal 
scope of it be taken into account, it migbt, as Colonel 
Mure has remarked, be not inaptly described as "A 
Letter of Eemonstrance and Advice to a Brother." 
And inasmuch as its object is to exhort that brother to 
amend hia ways, and take to inere.ising his substanee 
hy agriculture, rather than dreaming of sciii'mes to 
enhance it by frequenting and cornipting the law- 
cotirt% the two descriptions are not i ' t nt th 

each other. It has been imputt'd a bl m t th 
poem that it hangs loosely together, th t ta nn 
tion is obscure and vague, — iu short, tl t ts t tu 
ent parts, larger and smaller, are si'ld n f tlj j ftd 
and compacted. But some allowanc is h t 1 6 

made for occasional tokens of inartistic woikmanship 
in 80 early a poet, engaged upon a task where he had 
neither pattern nor master to refer to; and besides 
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tills a ib^tr sf iiU of the iihi It. imII pruL th it tlie 
n-wrt of cuuiicttt liioi 111 the Moilv la ini re "ctiiimg 
tliiii ix-U T>il (111. p ilM.fi.iii HrsKiirs diy until 
till, iHLM.tLt, Ilia c\Li diiiiidl tlu [iiiMli^f of ainig- 
iii„ its Jioit*>tcn> ti pics ptt-ttj niucli a-, is iiioit tcn- 
■^eniBiit, and of enforcing its chief iilei, hi. thi.t \,\\a% 
It niv, by a^niniLnts and illu-tratioiia rather coti^'m- 
ous in the mam than niai-hilkd in tht, best orilur of 
their gjiii^' But the '"V^oikt. md Di\s' is eajuh^e 
ol tolenl ly neat Unibion and suhduiMon The hi'st 
J) irt (\ V 1 3S3) IS ethical nilht i than didiictic,— a -net- 
ting fottli 1a cr nti 1st, md h\ the acusaorj aid of 
nijth, fdJe, ill. ,01 V, and pioxuhkiL, of the siq tri- 
oiitj of honist labour to urithiift md idlpniss, ami of 
wiithy emulition to uiniorthj stufe and envimg. 
Hk, second part {i\ 3b -i 761) con-itts nt piactical 
hints and nika as to hushindij, and, in a true didactic 
htmn, fuinishco adiiie liow lieot to go about that 
which was the industnous Baotian a piopet and chief 
means of subsHt:.iiLO It thus folloua n itunlly on 
the general exhoit ilii n Ic bout t lilioiirwhith formed 
the far^t part of the i«pliij Iht thud md h'.t pirt 
IS I religious calendii of the month';, «ith iciiiarha 
upon the dajs most hick} nr impicpitiLii- for tins or 
that duty or occupation of rur d and nautic il life All 
thiee, however, more or less a<)ditt,a Penes a'i"a'-oi-t 
ol ideal reader," ami thus I ang tO!,ether quite 'tuffl- 
ciciitlj foi didactiL tobeicnce , ivhiKt in each of the 
two hrst paits episodic initttr hLlp*! to rehcie the dry 
rouime of exhortation or preLe; t and is intro Iilee-d, as 
we shall eiideavtur to show, with more skill and aya- 
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tpm than woiili! ajipear to a perfunctory reader. The 
first part, as is almost universally agreetl by editors 
and cumiiienfcitors, bcj^nns properly at v. 11, which 
in tlio Greek rends as if it were a correclion of the 
view held by the author in his ' Tlieogony,' that 
there was hut one "Eris," or "Contention," iind which is 
therefore of some slight weight in the question of unity 
of authorship for the two poems. Tlie introductory 
ten verses are in all probaliility nothing more than 
a shifting proem, in tJie shupe of an address to Jove 
and the Muses, available for the use of tlie Hesiodian 
rhapsodists, in common with divers other like intro- 
ductions. According to Pausaniajf, the Heticonians, 
who kept their countryman's great work engraved on 
a leaden tablet, knew nothing of these ten verees. 
Starting, then, at this point, the poet distinguislies 
between two goddesses of strife, the one pemicioua 
and diseord-sowing, the other provocative of honest 
enterprise. The elder and nobler of the twain is the 
parent of healthy competition, and actuates mechanics 
and artists, as well as bards and beggars, between 
whieli last trades it is obvious that the poet traces a 
not fortuitous connection : — 

" Boneficent this belter envy hums, — 
Thus emiiloiia his wheel the potter turoFi, 
Tlie sniitli his anvil beats, the bet"^ar throng 
Industrious ply, the harda contend in aoiiy." 

— E. 33-3B. 
The wandering minstrel and the professional beggrir 
of the heroic age exorcise equally legitimate callings 
in Hesiod'a view, and the pieture which he draws 
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recalls to us thuse uf llie liniiqiift-ii;il] hi Uie Odyssey. 
When Antiiious rates the swine- lici'd J'uiiuuus I'oi 
briiiginy Ulyssos diairuised as a lieggLir iiian into the 
hull <if.feasting, his grievance is that 

" Of the tribes 
Of vagrants and mean mentlicaiils that prey, 
As ki!l-jo)'3, at our banquets, we have got 
A cducouree ample. Is it nought to thee 
That saah ns thet^c, here gathering, all the means 
Of thy young master waste '( " 

— Oiiyssey, xvii. C24-638 (Sliisgrave). 

I: is prohalile that the heggai's place was nearer the 
thie.'ihohl than that of Pheniius the bard, who had 
jui-t befure lu'en singing to his harp, or of oilier in- 
epired niinstiels, of whom it is said tliat 

"These o'er all the woiid 
At all feasts are niade welcome." 

— Odyssey, svii. C39-fi41 (Musgrave). 

But that ho had an assured footing and dole in such 
assemblies is plain from Irus's jealousy of a supixiscd 
rival beggar, whifh results in the boxing-mateh with 
Ulysses in the 18th Book. 

To return to Hesiod. The bcttermost kind of rivalry 
is the goddess to whom he would have Perses give 
heed, and not her wrangling sister, who inspires 
wrongful deiditig, chicanery, and roguish shifls, and 
hiis no fancy for fair-jilay or healthy enuLlaflon. She, 
says the poet, has had it too much her own way since 
Prometheus stole the fire from heaven, because Zeus, 
as a puniidiment, made labour toiL^ome, and tlie idle, 
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to shirk 1.1 leir inevitable lot, resort to iitjustice. "If 
the gods had not oTilaiii&l toll, men might stow away 
their boat-pitddles over the smoke, and there would he 
aii end to ploughing with mulea and oxKn : " — 

" But Zens our food concealed : Prometheus' art 
With fraud illusive hai! intienaeil liis lieart ; 
Sure ilU to niim devised tlic heavenly sire, 
And hid tiio sluiiiiig eknient of fire. 
Pjxniietheus tlien, bmievoleiit of soul, 
In liollow reed the H]iark reco\ irinj; stole, 
And thus Ihe god ln-i^uileil, whose awful gaze 
Serene rejoitea in the lightning hlazy." 

— E. 07-7-1. 

Til! the Titan's offence, toil and sickness and human 
ilia had been unknown; but after tliiit tr.msgression 
they were introduced— as sin into the world through 
our mother Eve — by Zeus's "beauteous evil," Pandora, 
Tiie Father creates her, and the imnioitals rival oiwh 
other in the gifts that shall make her best aclapted for 
her work of witchery, ami piesently send her as a gift 
to Epimetheus, the jiersoniKcation of " Un reflection," 
who takes her in spite of the Tcmonstiunces of his 
elder and more foresighted hrothor, Prometheus. If, 
as has heen suggested, we may take the wise Prome- 
theus to represent the poet, and Perses to be implied 
in the weaker Epimetheus— and if, too, in Pandora 
there is a covert, allusion to the foolish wife of Perses, 
who encouraged his es.tnivagance, and seems to have 
inspired He?ii"l with an aversion for her sex — it will 
bring home thi' more closely the pertinence of this 
myth to the moral lesson wluch, in tlie first part of 



.y Google 



26 IIICSIOD. 

tlie poGiii, tlic piiot <lesigin'il to to^ch. Tin; iTi^iition 
ami lii^uipment of Piiinlom is one of Ilt'suara fiiiLst 
llights abave a ciniiiiiiiiilj'-L'veii li.'Vil : — 

" Tlic Siiv wlio nik'S tlie tavLli aiul swav^ tlie pole 
Hiul wii'i, aii.l liui-litLT Klltd liia Sfi:irt soul: 
He Ijade tlit ei'ii)jili*il j^oii liis Lest obey, 
And mould wilh tampering watur jilasiic clny ; 
Witli human, nerve and liiiman voii'e il!n■^t 
The liiiiliB elastic, and the Lrtathiiij,' breast ; 
Fair us the blooiiiinj^ goddesses above, 
A vii'fjiii's llkentas witli tlie loolifl iif love. 
Ht ha-V- Mirjwa teadi tlio ;;l;ill tliat sI.i'.U 
A tlu.iwuid cobmrs iti tin' ^lidiu;^ tbiwi.ls ; 
Hi; cidled th« nmgw of bivc's i;nlk-n ^lueeK 
To lirtatlif aiouiul a witidu^iv of mien, 
And eager passion's nevei'-sateii fliuiie, 
And earus of dreRs that prey upon the frame ; 
Bade Hermes last endue with craft refined 
OE ti'eaclic^i'ous maimers, and a sLameless mind." 

— E. 83-Oft 
The Olympians almost overdo the bidding of their 
thief, calling in otjier helpers besides those named in 
the above e\tcaet : — 
" Adored Persuasion and the Graces young, 
H«r tapered limbs with golden jewels huni> ; 
liuund lier fair lu'ow the lovely-tressed Hours 
A golden garland twined of sailing's purpui'ea.l flowers." 
— E. l():i-l(iG. 
And when tlio conclave deemed that tluiy had per- 
fected an impersonation of mischief, — 

" The name Pandoni to tlie maid was fjiven. 
For ail the gods colifeirfd a gifted gra,;e 
To crown this miachief of the mortal race. 
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The Five eommiina? the vin-iA lienjd Lew 
Tlie fiiiisliBii !iv«il)!i, tliu iliextritiU.le snare ; 
To E|iiiiitillieiiB WHS the present bro[ii,'lil, 
Pniniethfiw' warning vaiiialicd fmiu liis llionglit— 
Tliiit lie Jisulaitu fadi olfemig iWin liic Bkira, 
Antl straiylit restore, lust ill to nmii slioiild lise. 
But lie reteiveil, and timsuicma knew too late 
Tlie invidious gift, and i'ult llie cuiBe of fute." 

— K 114-124, 
How tliis gift of " womiin " ivas to be the eoiiree of pro- 
liHc ovil iiw! sorrow, tbe poet, it must be confeKseil, does 
not very coherently exidiun. Nothing is said, in tho 
account of lier eiiui[iinoiit, of any chest or casket sent 
witli her by Zeus, or any other go.!, as an iipparalua 
for propagiitiiig ills. And when iu v. 94 of the poem 
we are brought face to face with the ehost ami the liii, 
and Pandora's fatal curiosity, tbe puzzle is " how they 
got there." Houier, indceil, glances at two chests, 
one of good the other of evil gifts, in Jove's heavenly 
mansion : — 

" Two casks there stand on Zens' high |mlaco-stair, 
One laden with good tjifts, and one with ill ; 
To whoniso Zens oniaius a n!inj;led share. 
Now in due time with foul he nieetelh, now with fair." 

And those who hold Hesiod to have lived after Homer, 
or to have availed himself here and there of the same 
pre-existent legends, may infer tliat the poet leaves it 
to be surmised that Pandora was famished with the 
less desirable c^isket for the ex]ire-!S purpose of woe tn 
man. ISut it is a more likely solution that Prometheus, 
the embodiment of mythic philanthropy, had iui- 
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firisoncl '=liuiiifiiiil]s" in a f.lipst. in tl^e in)n,la of Epi- 
iLiotlieus, ari.l lliis dipst was taiiipfiwl with tlivwigh 
the suuiii craving for kuowl«>iyG whi::h actuateil M(,lher 
I'A-e. This aci'ouut is supported l>y tliR authority of 
Piuclns. In Hesiod, the fii'st inentiun of tlie chest is 
eiinultaneoua with the catastrophe — 

" The woman's hanila an ample casket hear ; 
SliL' lifts tlie lid — she scatters ills in air 
Ho]" dole rtmuned nitliin, iioj took her flif,!it, 
Uuieulh tin ..la \n„i urn i did fioiu M^it 
Tlicuidii 1 I J J II, 1 I, I 1 I u niud 

SLd. 1 I I oil Jul 

l-^su. I ll I I 111. I 

And «tJ I I I I 1 III II itliiii^ world 

With dU tliL I iiid 1-. Ilk. n ilh ilk thd ■*! , 

Dist vjm himit out fi ul hum uiitj 

S,lf Hamkiuy tliiiitiji tiie noon, the ni„ht, they fehJe 

^olul^-s-B uatt the Powci dl ^\He .Uiiud 

Kiu.n tlun this anliil tiuth it i- nut t^^(n 

To elude the nistloni ot omniseiLM Heaien " 

— E. 131 UA 

It is a hoautiful commentary on that part of the 
Jutfeud wiiich represents Hope as lying not at the 
iKittom of the casket, but just beneath tlie lid winch 
in closing shuts her in, that this did not happen 
through inadvertence on Pandora's part, tut witli her 
connivance, and that of lier divine prompter, who, 
though desirous to punish mankind, represents a par- 
tiiil benefactor to the mce. Tho concluding lines of 
the List extract recall the reader to Ihc drift of the 
fii'st [Kirt of the poem, by repeating that the nioi^d 
governance of the universe will not sulfer wrong to 
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go unpunished, or allow innntcnre to snnumlt to 
fraud. 

Anil yet, tho pofit goes on to in,Tio, the times m 
■H-liidi he lives are out of jomt touch nitn is his 
LruihiiC prosper ia an i^e i^hich in wicl.eJni,s3 d:a 
tenets ltd pi'ecursors. His lot, he laments, is cast m 
the tifth aye of tlie world ; and here he tjkea occasion 
to intiojiice the episode of the h\e agif of the world, 
anil of tile increase of coiTuptioii as cucih succeeds the 
other. In tins episode, which Mr Paley considers to 
hi-ar a more thuu acci.l.'iital n-serahlance to the Mi.saic 
wilting'', the [^oldi'H ago comes hrst — ^Uiose happy 
times under Cronos or Saturn, wlien there was neither 
care nor trouble nor laliour, hut life was a lilameless 
holiday spent in gathering aelf-sowu fruits ; and death, 
unheralded by decay or old ago, coining to men even 
as a sleep, was the very ideal of an Eutluiiiasia: — 

" Strangers to ill, tlicy nature's hanijuets proved, 
Rich in earth's fruits, ond of the bloat beloved, 
Tliuy sank in death, as opiate sJnnibiT stole 
Sufi o'er the "sense, and wlieliiied tlie willing soal. 
Theirs was each good — the grain -ex Lil>enint soil 
Poured its full harvest uneompclled liy toil ; 
The virtuous many dwelt in coiumon blest, 
And all uneuvjing shared what all in jieace possessed." 
—E. 155-162. 

It V th B n n Hes o 1 s view as in that ot the 

a tl of tie Lo k of G nesis, that leith le'ienii^ 
tl e ca e to tl e vorld. As kv the „ Id u 

re 1 tl tl e f 1 less of tii i dosed Uj on it 

thej beca e I-«n on or ^ lii, angelii- beings invisibly 
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iiig over Llie nrirth— a rate of wliicli llninor, iml 
nought, liut wlios,; l\iLic;timis, p1i:i,1.iu-,<I li.ill 
oil, aciiiinl in'utlv iiiuuli wilh tlje ii;:niuiit I 'i''i 
* of tlieiii ill the 'JJaiiiiiiot uf riiito.'- lli^i 
1 Ill's auijcjiiut ; — 



— E 16 S 172 

With this dun fon i I'-tni^ h\ -x lie itln ii of the iiiiii- 
i'-tij of aDi,"!* mil I'C compiled the jintt -. n liiaiice 
lurthtr on in the poem to the simo \nv\~ililu igeni-y, 
nhcro he uses the aignnittit nf tin coiitiiiiml oveisijhfc 
ot tJiese thiiLB tin thimsand gpim as a dissuisive to 
conupt judgment^, inch is thosP wliicli the littutiin 
judges liad givtn m favour of ins hiother — 

" Invialde the gods are ever nigh, 
Piiss thronfili the midst, and bend the all-aeeing eye ; 
Wlio on eai'h utliev prej', who wrest the riglit, 
Aivi-lesFJ tif Hciiven'F revenge, are npeii to llieir si-lit. 
For thriee ten thmisanil holy ilrenions rcivu 
The mirtuiii g iiirtli, tht; dcK-iites of Juve ; 
Hovering thev glide to earth's extieinest hound, 
A cloud aerial veil^ their ronii:; aioiind— 
■ Ju»-(:U\ tivaisl., i, 519. 
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Hie u[ 1 ^lit ju lj,ii eJiti and tht tuiii likdi't waj*! 

— E '31 J4(( 

Iq the <iecond or silver a e ljct;an declen^Jion ai ! 
di J nunay The Iik^si ducis of thn race consisted lu 
loiy rLtLiition of cluldliotid aiil its innotPnte— evtii 
up to a liujidied \ curs. Id itdiood Httiiiitd it becjiiie 
qiirtrnlsoiiie, irrLli^iou^ mid uUjjiatLful to tlii, gods — 
itb creators This ^Liitratioii •solii Iiid an cii 1 

' Jove an^rv hid tliem =trai„ht m eaitli, 
Smcf, to tlie Ue.sfeil ilellits ol hea*en 
Tlioy 1,'ave not lliose rcsjH'Cts thuy plioiild liiivc givi;ii. 
But when tin; earth iiad Idd tliBse, like tlio i.st, 
Tliuy t)ii;n were (.■ailed the suhtorrestriul bl>»t, 
And ill bHaa sei'oiiil, haviiij; liDnniirs then 
Pit fur the iiil'eiuid spirits of powerful men." 

— C. 135-142. 

In Ilesjod's account of this race it is ciiriotts to iioti; 
a correspond eiioe witli lioly Scripture as to tlie teiiii of 
life in prinntivo man ; euiious, too, that Jove ja not 
said to have created, but to have laid to aleej), tlio 
silver race. It obtained from men, after its deinitie, 
tlie honours of propitiatory sacrifice, and represented tlie 
"blessed spirits of tlie departed," and perhaps the 
"Manes" of the Latin, without, however, attaining to 
immortidity. A rougher type was that of the hrazt'n 
£^e, which the Elizabethan trauslatoi- Chapman seems 
right ill designating as 

"Of wild ash fusliioncd, stublioni and austere,"-— 
tliough another way of translating the words whiclt ho 
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sf II I rpr ts r p] ■; iit lli rii ti of 1 Tit ifl m ^lity 
In iti^di ol llieii lli ni|fii'. ilifc jii "H ii is »a 
at KSt \\ tilt r lit \t in -nliuli tlie iiniis ot tliia i«a 
aic actiiallj aiil to liut- K n of bri-ss lliit, i^e wis 
Iniil aiil fiiooijui, -iiil uiihke those prett. hug it, 
ciiuutious It pLnsliid bj nmtuil slaujiliUr, aui 
fomiil an end nio-.t unlike the postlimiiinf li luoiiia 
ff llip -,il\Lr rict, m an i^t omiiiU-ib dtiiuit to 
Hii.W : 

-■ Hull lli'm,lifi "MPlinnt on Mulcnce ilone, 
fhe iletih ol bittle an.i the djiiy ^,^^an 
lilooih tiieir fc uft-, In wbenten breiiii uulikst ; 
Ot iilimimt «a^, eath uiiji«liliii„' breast 
Hu^L, juneil with -itren^th, eai-h hmtv ^iint stands, 
Aii'l iiiiji.k'. api>iiiiitii H!tU llnrl.^l^ttli hwh 
Ibeir mm-v.ii^iiiii.knu.iiti, iinl aim'Uir ^blne 



— E 103-204. 
At this stage Ilesioil stispeiuls awhile the downward 
eourse of agos and races, and reflecting tliat, having 
Romniemorated the " genii " on earth and tlie blessed 
spirits in Hailesi, he must not overlook the " heroes," & 
veneration for whom formed an impoitant part of tlie 
roli^'ion of Ilelhis, I>iiiig3 tlio " heroic «go "— appiLrently 
uiimelalliu^iiito a jilace to which their pvowess en- 
titled them, next to the brazen age ; and at the same 
time, contrasting thiiir virtues uith the character of 
tiieir VLijlent pradi'cessors, assigns to tiiein an after- 
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state nearer to tliat of tliu golil mu\ silver rapes. Of 
tlieic livua and acts Hosiod talk us tliat— 

"Thi'sc dread batlle hastened to their end ; 
Some wlien the sevenfold galea of Tlielies ascend. 
Tile Cadniian realm, wliere lliey with Ravage miglit 
ytn.ve for the flocks of (Edi|ius in lij^lit : 
ISome war in ua*'ies led to Troy's for shore. 
O'er the j^reat space of eea llieir course they Ijore, 
For sakf! of Helen with the golden hair, 
And death fur Heleu's sake o'erwhelmed them there." 
— E. 211-218. 

Tlieir rest is ia the Islea of the Blest, and in 

" A life, a seat, distinct from human kinil, 
Beside the deepening whirlpools tif the main. 
In those lilauk isles where Cixnios holds his reign, 
Apart I'lDii) heaven's imnjortids ; calm they share 
A rest unsullied liy the tlouds of care. 
Anil yearly, thrice wilh sw-eet InsciiriaTicc crowneil, 

. Springs the riiw harvest from the teeniinj;Ki'''i'"d." 

— il 220-226. 

TVho does not recognise the same regions beyond 
circling ocean, of which Horace long after says in his 
sixteenth Epode, — 

" Tlie rich and happy isles, 
Wliere Ceres year byyear crowns all the untilled land with 

Bheiives, 
And the vine with purple clusters droops, unpnined of all 

Nor are the swelling seeda burnt up within the tliir^ty 

Bo kindly hlenda the seaKinia tlicre Ihe king of ail the gods. 
A. C. vol. XV. 
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Fnr -Iiipiter, ivlien lie wltli luiiss the gnlilcn a^p. iillovptl, 
Thai bliBsl'ul ivgion stt ajiart Uy tlie go'^ Xo Iw fiijiiyeii." 

— ThifCK-lori! Martin, p. 243, 
JJut with this exception ami interval, tlie ages tend 
to tlie worse, Kow cornea the iron age, corrupt, nn- 
rustful, and toilsome ; wherein, m strong contrast to tlie 
BilveT age, which enjoyed a hundred ywirs of childhood 
and youth, premature senility is an index of physical 
degeneracy ; - ■ 

" Scarcely they spring into the li^rht of day. 
El* age nutituuly shows tlieir tuinplea grey." 

— E. 237, 238. 

With this race, Hesiod goes on tfl tell us, family ties, 
the sanctity of oath?, and the plighted faith, are dead 
letters. Might is right. Lynch-lawycrs get the upjier 
hand. All is " violence, oppression, and sword law," 
and 

" Though still the goila a « eight of tare bestow, 
And still some gooil is niiiigk-d witii tlie woe," 

yet, OS this iron age, at the transition point of which 

Ilesiod's own lot is oast, shades iiff into a lower and 

worse generation, the lowest depth will at length be 

reached, and baseness, corruption, crooked ways and 

words, will supplant all nobler impulses, 

" Till those fair forms, in snowy raiment bright. 

From the broad earth have winged their heavenward flight 

Called to th' eternal synod of the skies, 

The viiv^ins. Modesty and Jnstice, rise, 

And leave forsaken man to moorn below 

The weight of evil and the cureless woe." 

— E. 259-264. 
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Having thus finished hia allegory of the five ages, 
and identified his own generation willi the last and 
worst, it ia nowiae abrupt or unseasonable in the pocjt 
to bi'ing home to the kings and judges of Bosotia their 
sliare in the blame of tilings being as they are, by 
means of an apoli^ e or f ble Some have said that 
it ought to be e t tl tt fl e H n I n<l the Dove," hut 
Hesiod prol ablj 1 a 1 n 1 s nd tJ e legend of Tei'eiis 
and Philo ela a d t! j tl et att,K-bed to the night- 
ingale in 268 probal ly refers to the tinctnre of 
green on its dark colonre 1 tl roat with which one of 
our older or tholOj, ats cred t^ tl at binl. The fable is 
aa foUows, and t represe ts o[ [ ■ei on and violence in 
their nake I rep Is e s Cont ry to the use of 
later fabulists, the moral is put in the mouth of the 
hawk, not of the narrator : — 
" A stooping hawk, crook-taloned, from the vale 
Bore in his pounce a Deck-streaked nightingale. 
And snatched nniong the clouds ; beneutli the stroke 
Tins piteous slirieked, and that iinperiona spoke : 
'Wretth, why tliese streaina 1 a stronger holds thee now; 
Where'er I shape my course a enpdve tliou, 
Maiigre thy song, must company niy way ; 
I rend my banquet, or I loose my prey. 
Senseless is he who dares witli power contend ; 
Defeat, rebuke, despair shall be his end."' 

^E. 267-276. 

From fahle the poet passes at once to a more direct 
appeah Addressing Perses and tlie judges, he points 
out that injustice and oveibcaring conduct not only 
crush the poor man, but eventually the rich and power- 
ful fail to stand gainst its consequences. He pictures 



„Google 



tlie nik of urnn, lud tin. iuIp nt right, and forcilily 
t iiitrrits t!ie Ikcts ot eich an the pvosiii^rity of coni- 
inuuities Here ire the iisiults of injuatice : — 

' Lj ' Mill 1 ' 1 11 1 m titii rum th' avenger stwii 
Ot . n I the murmuring voice 

01 111 I I "hen. boBe men lead 

Till , I 111 1 ii,n rifjhtB niisjuilge 

UilhMniia pnii 1 She «itli mist enwrapt 
Foil ™=, luiii.iilm„ homes and huiiuM of men, 
To deal out ilU to such as iltive her fucth, 
Bj oust* m. of « rong judj,rat.nt, fi >m her seats."— D. 

And Jieix hynmitjist aio the fuuts of righteousness 
Hid jiistiet piaetiM d bj citit ami nations : — 

" Genial peace 
Dwells in their bordeiB, and their youth increase. 
Kor Zens, whose radiant eyes behold afar, 
1 lan;^ I'lirih iu heaven the si[,'ns of grievous war. 
Kor sc^itlie nor famine on the rijjhteous prey : 
Earth foodfal teems, and banquets iTOwn the day. 
Rieii wuve their mountain oakri ; the tojimost tiue 
The mailing aconi fills, its trunk the niui^niuring hee. 
ISiirdened with fieeue their panting fliieks ; the race 
0_f woman soft rejtects 1h« faViei's Jure : 
Still flouriwli tiiey, nor tempt with ships the main; 
The fruits of eartli are poiireit from every plain." 

— E. 303-314. 

In the lines italicised the old poet anticipates that 
erit.erioa of honest wedlock which Horace shapes into 
tlio line, " The father's features in his children smile" 
(Odes, iv. 5-33, Con.) ; and Cutulhis into the beautiful 
wish for Jiili^i ami Muiilius, that their olfsprii^ 
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" May stiike 
SfmiiRi'r.'j wlitii tlie Imj t!ie,v nji^nt 
As his fiitlitr's counteifiiit ; 
Ami his face the '\r\.i\v\ he 
Of his mothei'B chastity," 

— Epitlialam. (Theod. Martin). 

After a recurrence, suggestei! hy tliis train of thonght, 
to tlio opposite picture, and an a[ipeal to the jmlgos to 
reniunibct those iiiviaitjlu watchers who evermore sup- 
port the right anii redivsa t!ie wrong, as wel! aa tlie 
intercesainii of Justice at the thiwne of Zeua for them 
tluit ate ilefrauded and oppress<:d, the pout for a moment 
resorts to irony, and, like Jo1>, asks " what profit tlieie 
is ill riybteousiiess, when wrong eeema to earrj all 
before Jtl" But only for a moment. In a short but 
Jine image, Pui-sea is invited to lift up his eyes to the 
distant seat, — 

" Where virtue dwells on high, the gods before 
Have jilaced the dew that drc^ps I'lum every pore. 
And at the Hrst to that sublime abude 
Long, steep the aaceut, and rou^^li the rugged road. 
But when tliy slow steps the rude summit gain, 
Easy the path, and level is the plain." 

— E. 369-394. 

He is urged again to rely on liis own industry, and 
encouraged to find in work the antidote to famine, and 
the favour of bright-crowned Demeter, who can fiil his 
bams with abundance of corn. Tliat wliieb is laid up 
m joiii" own granary (he is reminded in a series of 
terse economic maxims, which enforee llesiod's general 
exhortation) does not trouble you like tliat which you 
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h 11 « r Uint nliicli \un covet, iroiicsty is tlio l>o.4 
1 li J Sliame is fouin.! witli poverty l)orii of idleness; 
wlitruts -ijust boliiiiess iiisjiirita liiiu whose ivi^iilth is 
^iiiicl ly honest ivurk ami tbo favour of Iluavfii. 
Son e of these a(l%diil maxims will fonn pnrt of the 
chiptei on "Hesiod's Proverbial Philosophy;" and of 
the rest it may Buffice to say, tliat the poet has liis own 
quaint forceful way of prescriliiiiy the best ruk-s for 
dejling with fviemls and iieighhours, fts to givini^ and 
entei'taimng, and with ref,'ar(l to women, childrfii, and 
domestics. In mostof theso maxima the ruling motive 
appears to lie ej'j/'iiiei>ei/. In itferi'iice to the fair sex, 
it i<i plain that lie is on tlie defout-ive, and regards 
them as true represenfcitives of Panilora, with whom 
the \iiBi a man has to do, the less ho ivill he duped, 
tliL k'.s hurt will there be to his substance. As old 
CWpnian renders it, 

" He that gives 
A woman trust doth trust a dun of tliieves." 

— C. 585. 

As to family, his view is that "the more children 
the more cares." * TJie he.st thing is t« have an only 
son, to nurse and consolidate the palrimony; and if a 
nian lias more, it is to be desired that he should die 
old. so as to prevent litigation (a personal grievance 
this) hotwcon yoiinf; heirs. And yet, aiMs tlie pious 
liard, it lies with Zeus to give st^re of wealth to even 
a lange family; and he seems to imply that where such 

' " He tliiit Lttth a wife anU diildien hiiUi given i.Wg«!S to 
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a fiimily is tlirifLy tliere will be the ^iiater a^'i^regate 
iiii;iH?ns« of propeity. SucU is tlie aii\i<,'', Iip rem iiks 
in coiicliidiiig the ttrat part of his poem, which be his 
to offer to aiiy oue who desirps wealth , to observe these 
rules and cautions, and to devote hiniielf to the sj stem- 
atic routine of the farming operations, which, to bis 
mind, constitute the highroad to getting rich. 

From the very outset of the second part of the 
' "Works and Days,' a more definite and practical 
cliapicter attaches to Hesiod's precepts touching agri- 
culture. Hitherto his exhortation to his brother had 
harped on the one string of " work, work ;" and now, 
as agriculture was the Bosotian's work, he proceeds 
to prescribe and illustrate the modus opcratuU, and 
the seasons best adapted for each operation. This is 
reaUy the didactic portion of Hesiod's Geoi^cs, if we 
may so call his poem on agriculture ; and it is curiously 
interesting to study, by the light he affords, the theory 
and practice of very old-world farming. 

As apparently be was ignorant of any calendar of 
months by which the time of year might be descril>ed, 
he hu^ recourse to the rising and setting of the sters, 
whoso animal motion was known to him, to indicate 
the seasoiis of the year. Thus the husbandman is 
hidden to begin cutting his corn at the rising of the 
Pleiaila (in May), and his ploughing when they set (in 
^November), Tiiey are invisible for forty days and 
nights, during which time, as he tells us later on, 
sailing, which with the Iteotian was second in im- 
portance to agriculture (inasmuch as it subserved the 
exportation of his produce), was suspended, and works 
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" Wlian Atliis-Lorn the Plciiul stars arise 
]5i-tV)i'ii the siiTi iibovB lliB ihiniiiiig skiea, 
'Tis time to ruup ; and whin th'^y sink UkIow 
TUii inoni-ilhi mined nt-st, 'iU lime to row, 
Kiiuw loo, they set, imnioi>;cil into the sun, 
While forty days entire their ciii.le ruii ; 
And witli the liipse of the rtvalvinf; year, 
When sharpened is the sickle, reappear. 
Lawf of the flidds, and known to every swain 
Who turns the laboured soil heside the main ; 
Or who, iTiuote f ui I 11 ny oceans ),deR 
Fills the lich glehe of uil on 1 'h m hii^ v ales 

— E 521 "536 

With Hesiod, therefore as with lis pIo«j,!iin^ nnd 
sowing began, for eail> crof = m 1 t aiit ii n an ! to 
be even with thewtill ai unl 1 ui nnd not lepenl 
ent on hia neiglibouri i man must (he ttlla hia i e er 
do-well brother) " trip to pluuj,h stnp to sow and 
strip to reap,"— advice which Virgil las repeated 
in liis first Georgic He seems to imih too in v 
398, that it is a mans own lault if he dees not i\ail 
Limaelf of the times an I the «e iRon? n I ich the Gn Is 
liave assigned and oidiii ed and of which tlie stars are 
meant to ailnionisli h iii If he neglect to do so he 
and liis wife and i-ii Idrtn cai not reiaoi dl ly complain 
if friends get tired of refeited aipli''^tl0ns fur lejief 
But suppose the better tour-e of n histrio i^ lalKnir 
resolved upon. The hM ih n, the firmer has ti lo 
is to take a house, ai il „ t xn ii u rie 1 f male si ^ c, 
and an ox to plough with ind tlieu the farming un 
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plpinent-i siiitpil to his liaiul. Il will never do to lie 
ahvays Lormwmj;, aM<l so wnititiy till oLliw.; can 1,;irI, 
ani! the season has gliiJud away. Dulay is always hail 
policy : — 

" The work-di'ferrer never 
Sees full his barn, nor he that h'uves work ever, 
And still is giuUliiig out Care-ilviiig ease 
Gives lalionr ever tompelent increiise : 
He tliiit with douhts Ida needful Imsiness cnwses 
la always wrestling with uncertain losses." 

— C. 48-53. 

Accordingly, on the princiiilo of having all proper 
implements of one's own, the poet proceeds to give 
instructions for the most approved make of a wain, a 
plough, a mortar, a pestle, and so forth. The time to 
fell timber, so tliat it he not worm-eaten, and so thiit 
it may not be cut when the sap is running, is when in 
autumn the Dog-star, Sirius, " gets more night and less 
day ; " — in other words, when the summer heats al>ate, 
anil men's bodies take a turn to greater lissonmcss and 
moisture. The pestle and mortar prescribed were a 
stone handmill or quern, for crushing and bruising corn 
and other grain, ami bring ua back to days of very 
primitive simplicity, though still in use in the days of 
Aristophanes. So minute is the poft in his directions 
for making the axle-tree of a waggon, that he recom- 
mends its length to lie seven feet, but adds that it is 
well to cut an eighf>-foot length, that one foot sawn off 
may serve for the head of a mallet for driving in stakes. 
The axles of modern carts iire about six feet long. 
But his great concern is, to give fuU particulars aijout 
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tho propor wooil ami sliajw for tin' viivioiis parts of liis 
ploug!.. TliRplmi.^.li-tnil (Virgil's '■!iink"0<Mmp., i.lTfl) 
is to ha of il'X wo.kI, wliic'li a servant of Atli.^na— /.^., 
a carpenter — is to fasten witli nails to tins sliar«-beam, 
ajiil fit to tlio pole. It is null, lie says, to have two 
ploughs, in case of an accitk-nt to a single one. And 
whllat one of these was to have pl(ni!,'h- tail, share- 
beam, and polo nil of one piece of tiinher, tlie other 
was to be of three parts, each of diii'erent timber, and 
all fastened with nails. This latter is apparently the 
better of the two, that which is all of one wood being 
a most primitive iiupleiiient, simply "a forkerl bough." 
The soundest jioles iire made of bay or elm, share-beaDis 
of oak, aiiil piongh-tails of ilex oak. For draught 
and yoking t<^etlier, iiine-year-oM oxen are lit*i, be- 
cause, being pn.st the mischievous and frolicsome age, 
they are not likely to break the pole and leave the 
plougliing in the middle. Diiectious follow this some- 
what dry detail as to the choice of a ploughman : — 

"In foi'ty's prime tliy ploughman ; one with bread 
Of lour-sijnareii loaf in dunble portions fed. 
He stcMidily will cut the farrow true, 
Kor towfird hia fdluws glance a rambling view, 
Stl]l on hia tafik intent : a stripling tliruws 
HitdleaJ the eeed, ami in one furrow struws 
The lavish liaiiiifiil twice, while wistful stray 
His lunging tliuuglita to cumi-j.dcM far away." 

— E. (i(12-609. 

The loaf referred to was scored cri)ss\v!se, like the 
Latin " quadra " or our i^i'oss-bttn, and the object ii» 
this case was easy and equal division of the slaves' 
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rations. Theocritiis, xxiv. 13G, spi^iiks of "a l)i^ 
Doi'i:; loaf in a basket, sitiili iis wouJil snfuly satisfy a 
garde n-ilis^'W ; " and it is jiiiikililc thiit, in prcsciihin^' 
a liiiif with eight qr.arteriiifts, Hesioil means "douLli; 
rations," thereby implying that it is gooJ ecnnoniy to 
feed your men well, if you would have them worl; 
well. 

The poet next proceeds to advise that the cattle 
shoTiU be kept in good condition, and ready for work, 
when the migratory crane's cry Ijespeaks winter's 
ailveiit and the prospect of wet weatlior. Everything 
sliould be ill readiness for thi.s ; ajid it will not do to 
rely on hori'oiving a yoke of oxen from a neighbour at 
the busy time. The wideawake iieighbuur may up 
and say, — 

" Work up thyself a waggon of tliine own. 
For t« llie foolish borrower is nut known 
Tliat each wain aska a hnndrml joints of wood : 
These things ask f»rewi-«t, and thou slmublst make goo<i 
At home, btfore thy need so instant stood." 

— C. 122-126. 

A farmer who knows what be is al)Out will hi\t 
Hesioii says, all his gear ready. He in 1 his sliies 
will turn to and plongli, wet and dry, e'iilj and late, 
working manfully themselves, and not torgdtnig to 
priiy Zens and Deraeter to bless the labour of their 
hand, and bestow their fruits. An odd addition to tlie 
Ciriner's staff ia the slave who goes beliind the plough 
to break the dixit:, and give trmthle. to the hirih by 
covering up the seed. In Wilkinson's 'Ancient 
Egj'ptiana' (ii 18), an engraving representing the 
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r esses of ] lou 1 n^ a I 1 ale 

tl I ft o le 1 o e I 1 re k „ tl o 

cIhK a Itti f tier r f c to t) a. e 

te It k e 1 1 HI o i e 1 

B tl t f 1 1 1 g s do e at tl e po t ot n I 
ter men 11 1 ave to sit or stoi p to r p ( c 
CO t t si H sc f tl e lo ne s of tl e r.) 

\oi ^ \ t 1 ttle ro I tl e la 1 a I ofte o 
r 1 with d t 1 le b I i ng t p To j l^e Vy 
tl u Ef,j pt 1 I nt nS 1 ^3 t as re ped 1 y 
a 1 r „1 1 I o t re ! c u e tl cj t tl e st 1 

n tl e e r tl tl e ),ro nd Of c r e f te 

st a V as > si ort tl e re p r 1 n I to to p or to 
a t f lie I ked t l«tt r Ha s nj r e t 1 bj H 1 
as 8C z „ B, \ Uul of com in h s left 11 1 le 
1 e c ts t V t! 1 8 ! t, in 1 1 1 f, tl a st ILa n 
bu lies in j jx s te 1 e t o s tl e 1 dfula be ng 
1 1 osed ftlten U ly t Iks one v y an I ears the 
otl er Tl e b eJi t of vh 1 Hes od s]>eaks is iry 
n tl p cara 1 ] j 1 f ou the t a v 1 s ts 11 tmt on 
il tl o s 1 a„e Tl s 3 tl e e i ! t „ ven 

alM bj ^Ir P ley n 1 IS not 1 e 1 ol tl e 
J et IS strongly a^a n t late o tl ^1 1 e 1 ts 

tHt f J an 80 V kt« tl e Jr n y -n tl r n 
rl\ &pr g n y b ^ the c so a. to be as for 
1 tl t 1 1 as e ly bO — 

III I 1 n p hj I 

^\ 1 1 1 rl la L d tl 1 n h e 

— F 0, 7 
In this part of the 'AYoiks' our pout is exMptioii- 
ally matter-of-fact ; but as he, proceeds to tell what is 
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to 1w (lone and U'liat nvouleil in tho ivintry sfiiiRiin, he 
lit'Ui miL'H mure amusing. He waiiia nfjiiinst the en'or 
of suiniosiiij; that this is tho time for gossip at the 
Bmilhy, there being plenty of woik fiir an a<;tive luati 
to do in the coldest weather. In fact, then is the 
time for household wofk, and for so employing your 
leisure 

" That, famine-smitten, thou maj'st ne'er be seen 
To giaap ii tumid foot with haud I'lom iinnger lean ;" — 



a figurative expresmon for a "^tate of starvation, which 
emaciates tlie hand and awtlh the foot i^ reason of 
^ejkness As a pu'iicr pendant to this sound advice, 
Hcioil adih hn miiUi ■idniired dtsciiplioii of winter, 
the storms and cold ol \\hich he tould thoroughly 
speik of fiom the e\peii(.n c of a niountam residence 
in Lceotu Ihis tjn-ode is bo pjolic — eitii if oiei 
wiou.;ht m some poitims,— thit rit s 1 a\c siggtsted 
its In 111,, a hter adlduiu of a rl ij h>.t of the jost- 
]Iesiodic schnd, and ihire aie t* oi tl ice toUm 
(e q, the mentiin iit ' Jtni, n is the ni t th tl it 
au^ntis to out Chiistmisti le aul bc^ii nin^ of J ii u 
arj, where Is the JJueotians knew no suth name I Lit 
calkl the peiDd m (jiitstion ] icitius ) whn,h 1h 
speik a 1 iter aii'h i-hip An I ^ t i bensitiveni.s.8 to 
cold, and i li\tly desciiption of its phenomena, is 
quite m k i piii^ with tho potts disjnn^'enieiit of 
Asirj, »nd further, it IS quit pos'5ihk \\i\i, a projios 
oi Ik^iiid iiid hi9 nork"!, tiieories of iiif,eqio!;ition have 
beua '■uifeied to o\eiate[i due limits. Tjichiiiition, and 
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iilwoiico of any r^'lFUii ilulii, .■oiiil.hm to fui'ilitnlc our 
Hcueptance of lliis fini.' jwssiigo nw liii^ jini t's own biiiiili- 
wurk, luileL'i!, it wcru a limil fate iW any iMiot if, in 
the lapse of vi'iii'.-i, liis licaiities wir^ to lio iirouotinct'd 

Irft to give an iiKm of \t\g calilire. "We yive tlio Je^^wip- 
ttou of winter I'TOni Elton's version : — 

" 1' re th J n n tl 1 re 



'1 lie flrick, with Blielt«inig fltecta fcneeil urunnJ. 

Anil no«' the liornfed ami imhorneil kinil, 
IVhiisu lair is iu the wood, soi'« faiuiriln:i.l i^rind 
Tlieir soundirij; jaws, aiiJ il'u/L-ri iiii.l iiiuikin^; fly. 
Where oaks tJie mountaiii-dtllK iuiljraiich on high ; 
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They seek to couch in thicket'' of the glen. 

Or Inrk dei'p elicltur«il in the rocky den. 

Like aged men whfi, pmpiied o» crutrJies, tread 

Totteriii'J, viitk broken istreii;/f!t mill utonjiiiifi head, 

So iiicive lli« buiuits of eartli, ami, cri'iiiiiiif" low, 

Sliiin the wliite Hakus auJ dread the driitin^- snow." 

— K 700-745. 

The lines italicised scarcely renlise tlie poet's compari- 
son of tlie crouching boasts to thi'ee-foottid old ni«n, or 
old men crawling witli the help of a stick, which in 
the original reualls, as Ilesiod douhtless meant it to 
do, the famous local leoeiiil of the Sphinx. 

" Kow," adds the poet, " is tlie time to go warm- 
elad, thick -sli 01 ), and with a wateri'roof capo over the 
shoulders, and a fur cop, lined with felt, about the 
head and ears," He ceitaiidy knew how to take cure 
of himself. But he is equiilly thm^htful for his 
hinds. When at this season the rain betokened hy a 
misty morning sets in at night, and cold and wet 
interfere witli hiisliandiy, a time " severe to flocks, nor 
less to man Kevere," then, hecau.'^c workmen nefd more 
food in cold weather, hut cattle, having little work 
by day and plenty of rest at uiyht, can do with less, — 

" Feed thy keen husliandmen with iargiT bread. 
With half their provender tliy steers be fed. 
Them rest assists ; the night's ]>rotiiu;ted length 
Eccruits their vigour and supplies their strength. 
This rele oliseive, while still the vaiious earlh 
Gives every fruit and kindly seedling birth ; 
Still to the toil proportionate the cheer, 
The day to night, and eq^ualisc the vcar." 

— E. 775-781 
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AikI how tlie port turns to ¥ine-dre.=siTi|;;. He diitos 
\\\<: early sjirid.n liy the r)«hi|,' of Aiv turtle, sixty .lays 
Mru^rtlie winkrsiiisuce (Fi;bruary 19), wl]i.;li is sunn 
1;>1IowbJ \<y tin; aUv.tnt of the swallow. This is the 
K^'jiMiui for vine-miLiiiiing; but when the siiiiil (whiiOi 
Ilcsiml cluracteristieally, and in liiuguage wnerjiMing 
tliat used in oracidtir rtsponaes, desif^nates as ■' luiiiHe- 
iMfvier") (jiiitiS tlie Ciii'tli anil climl)s the trees, to 
sliflter itself from the I'leiails, then vine-cult uro must 
i^ive pliiee (aljuut the middle of May) to the early 
harvest. Tliiiii must im:n rise betinics: — 

" Lo ! the third yiortion of thy laliour's cares 
The early morn antiiipating shaivs : 
111 early mom the lahour Bwiflly WF)=tps, 
In early mom the speeded j'nimey liasle.q, 
Tlie tuiie when many a traveller tiui.ks the plain, 
And the yuked o.'^eii bend lliein tu the "aid." 

— E. 801-SOG. 

A brief ami picturesque episode follows about the 
permissihlo rust ami enjoyment of the summer season, 
when articbolies flower, and the "uimla" (as Hesiod 
aecuratLdy puts it) pours forth "sotjg from its wings" 
— the result of friotion or vibration. " Then," he 
Buys, "fat kids, mellow wine, and jjay maidens are fair 
relaxation for the sun-scorched rustic," who, however, 
is supposed to make merry with temperate cups, and 
to enjoy tliu cool .shade and trickling rill quite as 
much as the grape-jnioeM Hesiod pi-esciihcs three 
cups of waler \« one of wine : ;md, as Oatilius's 
question in .Uliiii;i,;ii* - " Wil! it bear three 
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parfs water I" — suggests, only generous wine will 
stitnd such dilution. If sitcli potations are ever sejison- 
aUe, however, iL will be in the f,T:eatest heat of sum- 
mer, wlitni the Dug Star hums. The rising of Orion is 
the time for threshing and winnowing (i.e., about the 
middle of July) ; and this opewtion appears to have 
been perfornieil hy drawing over the com the heavy- 
toothed plank or " trihulum," or trampling it by means 
of cattle on a smooth level threshing-floor. In somo 
parts of Europe, Mr Paley informs us, the old procesa 
is still retained. After the com has been winnowed, 
Hesiod counsels a. revision of the household staff, in 
langTiage of which Chapman catehes the humour : — 

" Make then tliy imin-swuin one that hath no liouse. 
Thy handmaid one that Inith nor child nor sjiouse ; 
Handmaids that children have are ravenous. 
A niasliff likewise noiiriali still at home. 
Whose teetli are sharp and close as any comb. 
And meat him well, to keep witli stronger guard 
The day-skep-3aght~v!<ii^ man. from foith thy yard." 

—C.' 346-352. 

When Sirius and Orion arc in mid-heaven, and Arc- 
tunis is rising, tlien the grapes are to be gathered, so 
tliat Hesiod's vintage would be in the middle of Sep- 
tember ; and he prescribes exactly the process of 
(1) drying the grapes in the sun, (2) drying them in 
the shade t^ prevent fermentatiim, and (3) treading 
and squeezing out the wine ; — 

"The rosy.fingered morn the vintilfje calls ; 
Then bear the gathered grapes within thy walla. 
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Ten days an^l nights exposed t)ie clusters lay, 
Uasked in the miliiince of each mt-Uowiiii; Jay. 
Let five their cin^]ing round suucessive run, 
Whilst lie thy (,Tapea o'ershadi^ from the son ; 
The eiith espn^s the harvest of the vine, 
And teach thy vats to foam with jtij--iiispirir;; wine." 

— E. 651-S53. 

When the Pioiails, Iljads, and Orion set, it is tiino 
to plough again. But not to go on a voyage ! Though, 
iis wo have before state<l, and as Hosioil seems paiticu- 
larly anxious to liave it known, lie was no sailor, our 
poet gives now directions how to keep boats and 
tackle safe and sound in the ivintry season, by means 
of a rudo breakwater of stones, and by taking the 
plug out of the keel to prevent its rottiug. The 
best season for voyaging is l>etween niidsuuimer and 
autumn, he says ; only it requires haste, to avoid the 
winter rains The other and kaa desiril le time i^ in 
spiing, whtn the leT.\es at the end of a spny have 
^rowii to the lun^th of a crow s foft — a comp^ra 
tive meisureineni which Mr I'alcy obsenes \b atill 
retained m the jcpular mme of some speues ut 
the ranunenluB — crowfoot but Hesiod calls tin's a 
' snatched ^o^ap'e, and hilds the love of gain that 
es^ajs it fwlhardv He i,onehule-> hia remaiks on 
this hernl by pnident advice not ti) riik ill \ ur 
e'^jmrl* in one venture all lOur eg^,-! — ts oh h 1 1 ly 
pioiTb run=— in fi e 1 laket — 

"Trust notlhj ^\liole jircuiiLmift we.iitii tn tra, 
Tonsefl in the hollow keel : & poilioii seiiil : 
Thy W^er substance let the shore ilcfenJ. 
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Fearful the losses of tlie ocean fall, 

Wlieii on a fra^ale plunk eiulmrked thy all : 

So l>einlri btiifciith itfl wtiiylit thu o'ttbunleiieil wain, 

AiiJ ths crushed axle BpoiLs the stuttered yrain. 

The yoMeiL nipaii of uonduLt slinidd conHne 

Our every aim, — lie iiiudur.ilioii lliine ! " 

— E. 954-DG2. 

After this fiisiiion the poet proceeds to gii'e the 
adviee on marriage wliich has been alreaily quoted, 
and whicli proliably belonj^fs to an earlier portion of 
the poem. From this he turns to tlie duties of Iriend- 
ship, still n^'uliited by caution and an eye to expe- 
diency. It is better to be reconciled to an old Mend 
with whom you have fallen out than to contract new 
friendshi]is ; and, above all, to put a eoiititil on your 
countenance, tliat it may betray no reservations or 
misgivings. A careful and temperate tongue is com- 
mended, and geniiility at a feast, especially a club 
feast, for 

" When many guests combine in common fare, 
Be not morose, nor gnidge a liberal share : 
Where all contributing the feast unite, 
Great ia the pleasure, and the cost is light." 

— E. 1009.1012. 

And now come some precepts of a ceremonial nature, 
touching what Prol'essor Conington justly calls " smal- 
ler moralities and decencies," some of which, it has 
been suggested, savour of Pythagorean or of Judaic 
obligation, whilst all bespeak excessive superstition. 
Prayers with unwaslien hands, fording a river without 
propitiatory prayer, paring the nails ofl' your " btnich. 
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o/fin^s" (i.e., your five fiiisors*) at a fpast after sacri- 
fice, lifting the can aliove tlie ImwI at a banquet, — all 
tl t f ■ ■ 1 '*simi pnwoke, says 

H 1 tl w t! f tl 1 to •nil) of his precepts 

1 1 t t f nse, Ijiit generiilly 

tl nlj h pi dhyl not desiring to con- 

t tl tl ty f to and, iii f^ict, he 

fill d p rt th aaon for tlie ubserv- 

t h u] It — 

Tl 1 d 1 ui th II po t of men. 
L ^1 k p 1 ^ I benrer pain, 

And is not lij^litlj- sliakt-n off; nor ilica 
The rumour that fnini many lipa doth rise, 
But, like a god, all end of time defies." — D. 

And now comes the dosing portion of the poem, 
desiijiiated by Chapman " Husiod's IJonk of Bays," 
and, in point of fiict, a cnleinlar of the hicky and 
unlucky days of tlie lunar month, apparently as con- 
nticted with the vaiioiis worships celebrated on those 
days. The poet divides the month of thirty days, as 
ivas the use at Athens miicli later, into three decades. 
The thirtieth of the month is the best day for overlook- 
ing farm-work done, and allotting the rations for the 
m th m B It 111 to n th 1 w 
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jury, niiil not, as Virgil supposed, tiie Itonian Orcns or 
Ilaiies, was born, an<l tulten care of liy the Ei'innyes, 
The Beventeenth was lutky for bringing in the corn to 
the threshiug-fioor, and for other works, because it waB 
the fvstivai-day, in one of the iiiuntha, of iJenieter 
and Cora, or Proserpine, The fourth was lucky for 
marriages, perlmps because sacred to Aphrodite and 
Hermes, Hesiod lays down the law, however, of 
these days without giving much enlightenment as to 
the " why " or " wherefore," and onr knowledge froni 
other sources does not suffice to explain them all, A 
fair specimen of this calendar is that which we piocecd 
to quote : — 

" The eighth, nor less the ninth, with favouring skies 
Speeds of th' increasing month each rustic enterprise : 
Anil on the eleventli let tliy flocks he Hhom, 
And on the twelfth be reaped thy laughing eoiii : 
Bijlli days are good ; yet is the twiilflh confessed 
More fiirtunate, with faiivr omen blest. 
On this the air-susjieniled spider treads, 
In the ful! noon, his line and self-spun threads ; 
And the wise emmet, tracking dark the plain, 
Heaps provideiit the store of gathered grain. 
On tliis let careful woman's nimble hand 
Throw first the slmttle and the web exjiand." 

~E. 1071-1083. 

Hesiod's account of the twenty-ninth of the month 
is also a characteristic passage, not without a touch of 
the oracular and mysterious. "TI16 prudent secret," 
he says, " is to few con&^ssed." " One man praises one 
day, another another, but few know them," " Some- 
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times a iliiy ii; a '•tcprnDtln i '.liuii times a lurtli i" 
"Dlest and ftutuiiUp he who kiw«iTiJj di.aii all 
with an fyo lo tin. so dais, uiililnmi 1 l>j tliL imiiioitjls, 
discerning omens and i^oidiii^ tnn-niO"iijn ' 

Such is the aiipropiiatt ending of Hi.>iud's did ictic 
poem — a ternunatmu ^ihith aacribes pmspeiity m 
agricidtural pursuits to asLeitainuient ui the v.i\\ of 
the goda, and avoidance of e\en un«itting tian-grea 
Biou of their festiv ds The study of omcii", the poet 
would liave it uudcritooii, is the «ay to be safe la 
these niatttus. 

The 'Works and l)^Ja' povsci'iiea a cununs intcic-t 
as Hesiod's most undouhtcil pioduttim, and as the 
earliest sample of so-called didn tic poetry , noi is it 
fair or just to speak ot this poem as an ill constructed, 
loose-hanging concatenation of thoughts and hints on 
farming niattero, accuidiiig as they come ui>permost 
That later and more finished didactic poeiiif. haie only 
partially and exceptiimallj boiruwcd Hc-<iod's manner 
or matter does not really deti ict fr.mi the interest of a 
poem which, as f ir Ts tte kuo«, is the fust in cUssicil 
literature to aftoni iiitema! ciidtnce of the writei's 
mind ami tlioughte, — -tin, first t ) te ich tliat tiil ji cfu dy, 
in which to many ruidcis lies the cliann ind attraction 
of poetry. 5"o doubt Hesiod's stile and m inner ije- 
tokon a very eaily and nidimcntaiy school , but few 
can be insensible to the (juaintncss ot his iiinges, the 
"Dutch fid el it J " (to bouow a idiiise ot Pioftssor 
Conington) of his ininute dL-cuptionh, or, lastlj, the 
point and tei'seni'ss of his nnvima lo tiusc the lore- 
going chapter on the 'Woiks and T)ajs' has Idooii 
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unable to do justice, because it seemeil of more conse- 
quence to show tiie conitectitjii and sequence of the 
parts and episodes of tliat work. It is proposed, 
tlietefore, in the brief chapter next following, to exa- 
mine " the Proverbial Philosophy of Hosiod," which is 
chicfiy, if not entirely, found in the poem we liavo 
beeu discussing. 
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CIIATTER m. 

HKSIOO'S PROYEKBIiL PUILOHOPHT. 

A cniEF token of the anticjuity of Hesiod'a 'Works 
ami Days ' is his use of fiiiniliiii' proverbs to ilhisti'ate 
Ills vuiii of thouglit, iind to attract a primitive audience. 
Tiie Slope aud >:tiiiLtiiLe of his jthei exiant p cms are 
not fiich as to tilimt this mode of iliiistrttton , but 
the iii-t, tlwt aim 1st tho fn^meiits whn,h remim of 
his lost pcems ire fris-eiieJ 'if.vei.tl iinximi and 
saws of jractical ^nd home)} wisdom, «h jtti that this 
use of provtibs iiaa Lliarictiristic tf his poetry, or 
that lus iiiiitators— if «u suj pi se ther-i, list poems 
not to ha'ie been leally his— at all events h«ld it t) be 
so It IS, peibap><, needless to remark tint the poems 
of Homer are full of like adiiyinl sentences— so much 
so, indeed, that James Buport, the Greet professor at 
Cambridge, publi^ln'ii in 1680 an elabontte parallelism 
of the proverbial ]ihiiiisophy of the Iliad and Odyssey, 
with the adages ys well of sacred jis of profane writew. 
Other Bcliolaw have Biiice followed his lead, and eluci- 
dated the siune common point in the fidher ef Oreek 
poetry, and those who liave ojienc^d a like vein in 
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other nations and languages. Oljviiinsiy an stppeEil to 
tliia terse and easily-remeniberod and retained wisdom 
of the anoients is adapted to t!ie needs of au early 
stage of literature ; and its kinship, appikrent or real, 
to the brief " dicta " of the oraules of antiquity, would 
constitute a part of its weight and popularity with an 
audience of wonder stricken listeners An \ -o ■v* e 
come to see the fitiie^s of such b-ir Is ts Homer antl 
Hosiod garnishing their poems with these gems of 
antique proverbial wiadom, eai,h drawin„' ftom a 'itore 
that was probabiy htnditiiry and pfiiitiiig a moral or 
establishing a truth by neat and timel\ mtroduutnii 
of saws that possessed a w i^Iit not unhke tint il 
texts of Scripture to enforce a preicheis diift 
It is, furthermore, a nunor iij,ument for the comm ni 
date of these famous pcets, thit both Ilumei till 
Ilesiod constantly recur to the use of ada„(^. ^^ itli 
the latter the vein is not a little curious. The honest 
thriit-loving poet of Ascra has evidently stored np 
maxims, on the one hand of homely mor.dity and good 
sense, and on the other of shrewdness and self-interest. 
He draws upon a rare stock of proverbial authority for 
justice, honour, and good faith, but he also falls l)aek 
upon a well-chosen supply. of brief and telling saws to 
alfirm the policy of " taking care of nnmber one," and 
is provided with short rules of action and conduct, 
which do creilit to bis observation and study of the 
ways of tlie world. If, as we have s<!en in liis auto- 
biograpliy (if we may so call tlie ' Works and Days '), 
bis life was a series of chronic wrestlings with a wortli- 
less brother and unjust judges, it is all the more uatu- 
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i-.il Hint liis stcink of provurljs sliould piirtal.-e of the 
tivufiiM cli;ii-in;t*T imficateil ; iKi^ we \n-0M6d to illiis- 
tvute Ijotii si.k* of it in tliciir or.lur. 

Ill diatiiiguialiiiig the two liiiiila of contention, 
Hfsioil uslicrs in a familiiir provei'b by words wliich 
liiive theniBelvea taken adagial rank. " This conten- 
tion," ho says, "is good for mortals" CWoi'ks and Days,' 
24-26)— viz., "when potter vi^^3 with potter, crafts- 
man witli craftsman, beggar is emnloua of beggar, and 
bard of banl." Pliny the younger, in a letter on the 
death of Siliua Itiiliiius, uses the introductory words 
of lliisiod 'i j/i-iT/^xof the rivalry of ft'ienils, in provok- 
ing each other in the quest of a name and fame that 
may survive their perisliable liodiea;* and Aristotle 
and Plato quote won! for word the lines respecting 
''two of a trade" to which it will be oliserved that 
ITcbiud attaches a nobler meaning than that which 
haa become associated with them in later days. 
He seems to appeal to the people's voice, succinctly 
gathered up into a familiar saw, for the confirma- 
tion of his argument, that honest emulation is both 
wholesome and piofitilile. The second of Hesiod's 
adiiges has an even higher moral tone, and conveys the 
lesson of temperance in its broadest sense, by declaring 

" that lull/ is more than all; true gain doth dwell 
In feasts of herbs, miaUow, and asphodel." — D. 

Here the seeming paradox of the first portion of the 
couplet is justifieil and explained by Cicero's remark 
that men know nut "how great a revenue consists in 
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n!i)iliT;it.iiin ;" ami ivliilst in tlie first cinuse a soiuiil 
mind is ibe cml iiroposud, tlie Utter pait cviik-ntly has 
reference to the frugal diut, whieh hcspeaks content- 
ment an<l an absence of covetousness, suuh as breathes 
in Horace's pmyer : — 

"Let olives, enilives, mallows light 
Be till my faie,"— 

—Odes, I. 31, 15 (Theod. Martin). 

and which, moreover, favours liealth and a sound 
body. It is unnecessary to point out the similarity of 
this proverb to that of Solomon respecting tlie " dinner 
of herbs," or to our own adage that " enou^di is as 
good as a feast ; " but it may be pertinent to note that 
this Hesiodiin miiira i" like the former quoteil hy 
Pi t wl h Li ( 690) il H d 
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—'Works una Duys,' 2ia 
In the 17th Book oi' the Iliad, Homer has the same 
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expression, save in thii snljstiUn.ion of tlw woixl '■ wis' 
for " s'lfiei'S ; " ami it is exceed ini^ly pn>lKtbIo that 
both adapted to tlicir imiuediate purposes the words of 
a i>re-existiti({ proverb.* llosiod had already plancej 
at the same proverb, when, in v. 89 of the 'Works 
ami Days,' lie said of the improvident Epimetlieus 
that " he first touk the gift " (Pamliira)," and nftur 
ftvieved;" and it is probable that we Imve in it the 
germ of very many adjigial expressions alxiut the teach- 
ing of experii-nc<!— such as those about " the stung 
fisliermnn," " the burnt child," and " tlie scalded cat" 
of the Latin, English, and Siwinish languages resjiect- 
ively. The Ojis, according to Burton, say, " Ho whom 
a serpent has bitten, dreads a slow-worm." Of a kin- 
ilnd to e f J „i 1 eathen monility are sevend prover- 
\ il etpre^ ns n tj e Works and Days' touching 
I [I Itnes 1 1 J stice in communilii's and iudi- 
1 1 oIb T1 •» o e pla'.e we read t!)at 

Oft t! r n es of one destriietive M), 
Tlie cumLa of one ml visited on all." 

— E. :il!>, 320. 

In auother, that mischief and malice recoil on their 

" Whoever fnrgoth for another ill, 
Witli it liiiiiself h overtaken still ; 
In ill men run on tliat tbey must abhor j 
111 counstl woi-st is to the counsellor." 

—Chapman. 
* Lvvy has " Erentus stultovam iiiaj^ster ; " and tlie Proverbs 
of Siiloiiioii. XX. 2, 3—" A [iviiJeiit man fiirfsti^th tlie evil and 
Udeth liiniEelf; but the simple puss on and are puuislied." 
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And in a third, tl:at 

" Far liest 
Is lieaveii-sent wealth without repro£ii:h possest." 

Tlie secoiiii of tliese sentences recalls the story of tlio 
" liuU of Phahiris ; " whilst another, not ytt noticed, 
according to Elton's version, runs on this wise :— 

" Who fears his oath shall leave a name to shine 
With brightening lustre through his latest line." 

— E. 383, 384. 

More literally rendered, the sentence might read, " Of 
a man that re^'ardeth his oath the seed is more blessed 
in the aftertime ;" and so rendereil, it curiously recalls 
the answer of the oracle to Glaucus in Herodotus 
{vL 86), Mlitrc the f.rtek words are identical with 
Hnsiod'a, and either denote an acquaintance, in the 
Pythoness with the ' \\ orka and Days,' or a com- 
mon source whence both she ar,d Hesiod drew. Wo 
give Juvenal's account of the story of Glaucua, from 
J'^dgson's version : — 

" The Pythian priestess to a Spartan sung. 
While indignation raised her awful tongue : 
' The time will come when e'en thy thoughts unjust. 
Thy hesitation to restore the trust, 
Tliy purposed fraud shall miike atonement due — 
Apollo speaks it, and his voice is true.' 
Siviied nt this warnin;;, he wlio Bought to by 
If tiaply Heaven mv^l wink at peijury. 
Alive to fear, though still to virtue dead, 
Giive Imck the treasure to jireserve his head, 
Viiiii hope, by rep(iration now too late, 
To loose the bands of adamantine fate ! 
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T,v swift .le^truction aHzw!, tlie cnitiff ilies, 
Swvi.t fiimi tilt wiitli : mo- lit; soh mci-iliie— 
One KWUTil ■Inmn o\-nvli«lm* lii^ eiiivt.! line, 
And vei'ifii:s the jiidguient of the Bliiiiii;," 

—r. 251, 252. 

Witliiii a cniT])li; of liiiM of tlie iivovtrb List, ciU'd 

'■ Wilikediiras," eiii-s tlic poet, ■'you miglit cliw.-^u in 
11 \ivap ; level is the (i^ttli, and it lies liiii'd at iiuud." 
I )iie is reminded of the " broad and oanow roada " in 
imr Saviour's teaching ; and tliu liiiea ivliich follow, and 
unfoi-ce the earnest stru^^le which alone can achieve 
the steep ascent, Jmve found an echo in many noble 
outbursts of after-poelry. The jiassage iu Tennyson's 
Ode, which esjwmls the sentiment, is sullieiently 
well knoivr, but peihnps it is itself suggested by the 
20lli fnigmciit of Simonidus, M-hieh may be freelj- Lran- 
sliited :— 

" List an old and tiutliful tale,— 

Virtue dwells on sumniits high. 
Sheer and hard fur man tu si;ale, 
Wbere the },'oddes9 dolh not fail 

Her pure precincts, ever ni;jh, 
TJnrevealed to mortal eight, 

Unreveided, eave then filona 
When some hero aeales her lieip;ht, 
Wliom hearl-vexin- toil fur n-lit 

Bringeth up to virtue's tliiime."* 

• Teiinj'son's Ode on the Death of the Dulie of 'Wtringtoii :— 



.y Google 



IinSWDS PROVERDTAL PniLOfiOPUY. 63 

Of a less exalted tone is the famous grnil nation ot 
nian'a wisdom, which declares "that man far best who 
can conceive and carry out with foresight a wise 
counsel ; next in oi'Jer, hjtn who has the sense to 
value and heed such counsel; whilst he who can neither 
initiate it, nor avail himself of it when thrown in his 
way, is to all intents worthless anil good for nothing." — 
('Works ami Days,' 394-297.) This passage, however, 
has been thought worthy of citation by Aristotle. 
Another passage of proverbial character, hut subordi- 
nate moral tone, is that which declares — 

" Lo ! the best treasure is a fnigal tongue ; 
The li]i3 of moderate speecli willi gniee are hmi;;." 
— E. 1005, 1006. 

Atid a little further on an adage of mixed character, 
moral and utilitarian, deilies the olfsji ring of oui unrulj 
member, by saying — 

lUy dies, once briiiteil wide, 
is dutii abiae."— D. 

"When we tumtotheother classof adages — thosewhich 
syllable the teaching of comiiion-sense — we are struck 
more hy the poet's shrewdness than Ids morality. Tli< 
end of all his precepts is, " Urother, get rich ; " or 
" Brother, nvoi J poverty and famine." Even the woi^ 
sliip and offerings of the gods are inculcated with an 

Through the Inni- gorge to tlie far light Imtli won 

HiK ji!,t!i upivonl, ajid jirevailecl, 

Sliall Hull tlie toppling cn^ of duty si^alsd 

Are cl.se Imsiile tlio sliiiiiiig taliki-laiiils 

To ivhicli our God Uiinself is uioou aad son." 
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eye to beiii,*; able " to buy up the land of otliPTK, and 
mit others tiiiiie " (341). He says, indeed, in v, 086, 
tliiit " iiiouoy is ]ife to luiseriible nieu," in much the 
Siuiie terms as Pindar aftei- him ; but this is only as a 
dissuasive fmm iiiisi*asoniible voyages, and beciiuse " in 
all things the fitting season is best." In eli'ect he 
ii|ihoMs the maxim that "money makes the man," 
thouj;li it is l)ut fair to add that he pi-e.scribes riyht 
iiioaiis to that eiul. To gat rich, a man must work ; — 



" Hard work will best uncertain fortune mend."— D. 

He must save, too, on the princij>le that " many a little 
niakes a miekle," or, as Hesiod hath it, 

" Little to little added, if oft done. 
In Einull time makes a good possession." — 0. 

It is no use, he sagaciously adds, to s^mre tfie Uguor 
when the eaub is miptij : — 

" When bwaclieJ, or at the lees, no care be thine 
To save the cask, but spare the middle nine ;" 

— E. 503, 504. 

nor to procrastinate, hecau.'ie 

" Ever with loss the putter-off contends," 

—413. 

atnl the man that would thrive must take time hv the 
fcjn;li)ek, ri^peating to himself, as well as to his slaves 
at midsummer, — 
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and rising betimes in the morning, on t!io faiUi that 
" ITie nicim tlie tliinl jmrt of tliy work dotli ijiin ; 
11 nak h t Ij J fe 1 1 1 ( 

&L I and p t c. 1 as all this tea 1 n t 

a tl dp t a >tl J, tl t IS n fc h t a I 
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1 a hd — 
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Call witnesses, if you witli brutlier deal." 

— D. 371, 
And there is a latent distrust of liiiisfolk and connec- 
tions involvud in anothor proverb : — 

" When on j-oiu- bonie falls nnfureseen distress, 

Half- clothed come neij^hbours ; kini^nien stjiy to dress." 
— D. 345, 

Perhaps his b^mlie character won him the ^'oodwill of 
liis neighbonrs, and so he estimated them as he found 
them ; for ho says a littlu further on, with considerable 
fervour — 

" He hath a treasure, by his fortime signed, 
That hath a neiyliljour of an honest mind." 

~0. 347. 
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Though tlie 'Theoyony'is, from its nature and scope, 
by no moiins a storehouse of jiravi'ibs likt- thu ' Works 
and Days,' it horu and tliL-iii liiis ulhisimis and refer- 
t..).-P-s to Jin ■^h■.':^•U■ e.vi^liii- st..rli .,[ sMcl, iii.ixims. 
\Yl(ere, in tKiuitin- a ni..i.tl ,i /-i".-,"'.- of I'^iiidora, he 
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takes up his parable against women, and liliens them 
to the drones, 

" Wliitli gather in tlioir greedy maw the spoils 
Oi otliots' Liliour,"— 

— E. 797, 708. 
Heaiod has in his mind's eye that ancient proverb 
toiiehing " one sowing and another reajiiiig," which 
Callimachua gives as follows in his hymn to Cures 
(137)- 

"And those who ploughe.1 tlie flelii shall reap the corn" — 
bub which, in some shape or other, ninst have existed 
previously even to Hesio<l's date. In most modem 
languages it has its counteqart ; an<l it was i-ecognised 
and ajijilied hy our I,oii.l, and His ai^stle St Paul.* 
Earlier in the poem, the saw that " iilest is he whom 
the Sluses love" is probahly ptu-llesiodian ; but it is 
too obviously a commonplaco of pouts in general to 
deceive eommemoration as a proverb. We cannot eite 
any aihi^'os from ' The Shield,' and an esiiiiiination of 
'TheFntgments' adds but fen to the totjil of HesicMrs 
stock. These few are eliiefly fiom the ' Jlaxinis of 
Chiwa,' supposed to Jiave him dictated by that phiio- 
sojiliic Centaur to his pupd Ai_liilks One of these, 
preseiTed hy H!irpoeriitiiin lioni ui oration of Ilyperi- 
des, may he thus translated : — ■ 
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'■ Gifts cnn move g<i,is, aiul yifts our gnaiilie Tiiiigs." 

Whilst a tliiwl niiglit wuU be a stray liiiu Irom oiie of 
the uxlioHatioiis lo Phi's!;* ; fur it ilepictiiti's tlio pre- 
fi^reiiM of :i sli^i.liiw to a stiLsUiiw in Suiik; siicli liin- 



Tliat lii: tlje cliaiui of Uoubllul cliiise may know." 

Aiiotlier provei'lj, preserveil by Cicoro in a luitor to 
Attitus,* Joolis VL'vy liJiu Husiod's, tlioiigli t!ii: oi'iitor 
and ci'iliciil uiaii of liitlers (Iii1>s it " iituiido-ni;siixl- 
kii." It bids us " not di'ddu a ease until both sides 
liave bi^csn bearil." And yet aiiolbcr saw, rtferrtid 
to tlie Ascrxun saf,'(;, ajipcara to us in excellent ket'p- 
iiig ivitb the niaxinis H'.spouting industry and liiird 
work wliieli abound in liis great didactic jiocin. "W'e 
are induMed b.r it to -\(^ho].!iu]i's ML'jiiombiUn, and 
it may be Eiiyli^lu'il — 

"Stck not tbosnioolh, last tliou the rouyli ^^liouldstfliid," — 

nil exhortation in a'lconi witli the fine ]iHss;igc in the 
' Works and Days,' ivbicb re] iii;si>iits Virtue and Ex- 
cellence seatetl aloft on lieights ditlicult to eiinib. 

Perhaps also the following extracts iivni the extant 
fragments of the ' Catiilogue of Women,' though not 
succinct enough to I'aiik as adiiges, may lay some claim 
to containing jots and s]iarl;les of aditgial wisdom. The 
jir-t, taken fioiii the pagM of Alhi'nanis,+ c.mccnis wine 
th^it niakHh Sony. a,s well ...- gla-1, tlu; hi>ar( -.f mm :— 
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" Wliat joy, ivliat paiii <ioth DionysuR y^va 
Tit iiiiMi who (iiink t.i excess. For «iii« to such 
AcU insolently, liinJa tlitiii lianil ami foot, 
Yi:a, toii^ie aii<i iiiiinl witlial, i>i liumlagu ilire, 
Ini^tFiiljle ! Sluep only stamis Ili(-ir fii.-lnl."— D. 

Tlie second is a curious relic of the ancient notions 

about coiiip;tmtive longevity ; — 

" Nine generations lives tlie lialililing crow 
Of old men's life ; the lively stag outlasts 
Four crijw-Uves, and the raven thiice the i'tnj;;'s. 
Nino raven's terms tlie i)ha!nix nmnhelB out ; 
Anil no, the long-tre^seil nruijihs whiise sire is Zeng, 
By ten times more the phfenix life exceeil."— D, 

Enougli, however, liaa heen 6et down of Hesiod's 
proverliiiil pliilosophy, to show tLat herein consists 
one of his titles to a prinei|ial phLce aiiiung didactic 
poets. A plain blunt man, and a poet of the people, 
he knew how and when to appeal with cogency to 
that " wisdom of many and ivit of one," which has 
heen strli-d hy ouv own pniverb-collector, James 
Howell, "the people's volte."' 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE TttEOGOSr, 



The gengnipher Pansaniiis was the first to cast a floubt 
upon the remvtd huliL'f of the aiickiits that the ' The- 
ogony ' and the ' Works and Days ' originated fwim one 
and the same author. On tlic other hand, Huiwlotiia 
attiiijuted to Hesiml the praise of liaviiig been one r-f 
tlie earliest system atisers of a niitional mythcilni^ ; and 
Plato in his Dialogues has refei'eiices to the 'Tiiengeny ' 
of Ilesiod, which apparently coiTiisitond with passai^es 
in the work that has come down to us as such, Tln- 
leBs, tiiLTL'fore, there is strong internal cviden<;e of sepa- 
rate authorship in the two poems, the testimony of a 
writer four hundretl years before Christ is cjititled to 
ontweigh that of one living; two hiiiidrt'd years alter. 
I'.ut so fiw from such internal evidence being forth- 
coming, it would 1« easy to enumerate several strong 
notes of resembhince, which would go far towards 
establishing a pre.snniption that both were from the 
same hand. The same economical spirit which actu- 
ates the ]iwt iif the ''Woi'ks' is visible also in tho 
'Theogony,' where the head and front of Pandora's 
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f IT'-ndiiif; 11 t} I tljt, "biiiikous eiiJ wiinnii is a 
<li lie 111 the line and cotihiimea tlic fruits it mans 
Libjur witliout iiildnig' to tlieni The authnr of the 
'lheoj;oiiy' hoMs m exceplionilly high, esteem the 
wealth f, mug ilivimty Plutus, an I this is quite con 
SI te t V th tl e her 1 ta y an 1 j, rbon U antipathy to 
piv ty a d ts V tat ona a manifeet in the hard <:f 
tl « Wq ka A^-i there s reas n to lx.he\e tlut 
tl e proper co em t of tl e "Works and Days ' 

— wi ch, to tra al te tl e C e k diom, might run, 
" "W 1! it see s tl t aft«r all Conteiilion is of two 
kinds a 1 ot of e o ly ( 11) — is nothing less 
than tl e poet s comjct on of a statement he had made 
in h a poe on tl e gen rat on of tl e goda, that Eris, or 
C ntpntion was one anil mdiM^ihle, the daughter of 
Jiiglit, and the m ther of an uncanny progeny, begin- 
ning with IrjubL ind ending \sith Oath.* We 
iiii„ht add, too curnus coinulencBS of expression 
and tersi. structuri such as the use oi a character- 
istic epithet standing by itself for the substantive 
which it would oinmonly ipnhfj {e q, 'the bone- 
less" to represent "the calupdUi, and the silvery" 
for ' tht sea ) and the pecnliaritj of the conimence- 
niLtit of throe consecutive huLb with one and the same 
woi'J Instances of both are common to tlie two poems. 
But for the ] uipcses of the prusent volume it is perhaps 
sufficient to rest our acquiescence in a common author- 
ship upon the plausibility and reasonableness of ISisliop 
Thirlwiill'a view, that Hesiod, living amidst a people 
rich in sacred and oracular poetry, and engaged for tho 
* See Theo",, v. 225. 
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mnat part iii luiwliaiKlvy. "colketeil for it in a fuller 
aiul a inoro gtiiwful Iwiily llii! [irprepta witli wliioh the 
siiople wisdom of tlifir forc-fiiihera liaiJ oitleifil tliuir 
rural labfrnre and tlitir ilwii.'Stic life;" iit tliu same 
time tliat, " fi-om the soii^^ of their earlier banU, and 
the trailitions of their temples, he drew the kiiottiedge 
of nature and of superhuman things whicli he delivered 
in the popular form of the ' Thei^on y,' " * 

Of the aim which he proposed to In'niseJf in that 
ancient poem, no better description has been given than 
Mr Crete's, who di-pignates it as "an attempt to cast 
the divine fuuctiims into a syeteniatic sequence," Tiie 
■work of Homer and Hesiod was, to reduce to system 
the most authentic traJitiwis about the Hellenic goda 
and demi-gods, and to consoliilate a catholic belief in 
the place of conflictiufj local s'jperstitiona. So far as 
we are able to judge, Homer's share in the task con- 
sisted in the passing notices of gods and goddesses 
which are sciittered up and down the Iliad and the 
Odyssey. For Hesioil may lie claimed the first incor- 
poration and enumeriitioii of the generation and genea- 
logy of the gods and goddesses in a coherent system ; 
«nd so it was from his 'Theogony,'as Mr Grnte has 
shown, that " men took their information respecting 
tludrtheogonio antiquities; that sceptical pignns 
liter assailants of paganism, derived their subjects of at- 
tack; and that, to understand what Plato deprecatei 
and Xenophanes denounced, the Hesiodie Stories mus 
be n'countcd in nakci! simplicity." + Whence he de- 
rive<! hi.- iiifonuiitiou, which is older than the so-ealkd 
- 'Hi,t. of Giecce, L, c. vi. Y Ibid., i 15, 16. 
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Oirliic Tiirn^mi^— Aili thrr fi ii I ,\ 1 1 Tn In m! 
Plimi, or as soiiie Iii^e tlmu^lit ft m tin. Mi \i 
"KiULi]„a — it 18 lust lalioiir to inquire He ceituiilv 
sjsttniitised aiiil (■onsolildtcd tin, ibisb ot traihtuii 
Tvlmh uime to liis liiiid a iiioie or leis ^irbkd iti I 
dwtgrted collection of puimtive an 1 neail\ nuntis-d 
legenHiy lore An espeiial nittnst iiiuit thirefm 
attach to the study of his "^chcino and metliLd and it 
mtist 1)0 eiih^nc«d by the position which untiijnil\ 
has ahnoat unanuiiou'Iy acconled to him, m the liistoi \ 
of its ea^lle^t pottrj and nlij,ion 

Hesiod's 'Theogony' consists of three divisions : a 
cosnio^'ony, or cn-ation of the world, its powers, ami 
its fabric ; a theoj,'ony proper, recording the hintiiiy 
of the dynasties of Cronus and Zeus ; and a fragmen- 
tary genenitiou of heroes, sprung from the intercourse 
of mortals with ininiortals. Hcsiod and his contem- 
poraries considered that in their day Jupiter or Zeus 
was the lord of Olympus ; but it was necessary to 
chronicle the antecedents of Ids dynasty, and hence the 
account of the stages and revolutions whicli had led up 
to the established order under which Hesiod'a genera- 
tion found itself. And so, after a preface containing 
amongst other matters the episode of the Muses' visit 
to the shephen!-poet, at which we glanced in CliaptiT 
I., Hcsiod proceeds to his proper task, and represi'iita 
Chaos as primeval, and Earth, Tartitrus, and Eros 
(Love), as coiuiug nest into existence : — 
" Love tlien arose. 

Most heauteons of inimiir(Als ; hu at onue 

Of every god and every mortal man 
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— r 171-175 

U ti t Ll S] nt e Ij i 1 e E-elus a 1 
A „lt tl ] tt of vi g es 1 ll to Etl e a 1 
D y 1 ll t E. tl c eat a in t rn t] e I a tl e 

n ou ta ns a <I the sea the eo o o y so f ere 
s^o I ge e llj tl tie M s. L t at tl s 

]o t Lroa or Love he to v k lie on f 

Larth tl Heav e It i tl e 1 tl of 

I the 1 ta tl e Cj I 1 es a (1 tl e 1 1 ! 
1 lip. I*!. 11 e s o of o numero a p e 
a I hrst uler of c e t Um u e( ce ^ tl t 1 a 
so re 1 1 13 1 11 I 1 1 s ofl pr rebO ts to 
t! e e I 1 t of rM „ e'u.l 1 1 1 a so n as t f 
1 V ti tl e h 1 f 8 ot! lu tl Con 

„ ler su I a b rd si e ar a 1 r j ^ t a 1 
wiliL-at son, Cronus, witlt a siuklu of her own [iroiliitt, 
iniii, ami hidi^a him in an aiiiliiish Avith a view to his 
niiitilating his aim. The coii-piracy is j\istifii:il on the 
priiiui|)le of rutrihutive justiue. Uraniia is disitbleil 
aiiil dethroned, an<l, by a not very clear nor pifsent^ 
alile h'fjonil, the fuam - Ijorn gochlesJH Aplirodite is 
fahled to Itave spriiiij; from liia iiiiitiliiliLni. Here in 
tlio poet's aeoouiit of her rise out nf the aea ; — 

" So sevi'Wli*; wilh keen sieel 
The pncml f]><nl-', lie (rum the eoiitiuent 
Amid the luunv "nr^^i-s „i the sea 
IIi,vli"l lliriii. i'lill leiij; they ilrifteil o'l-r the deeps, 
Till now SH-il't-eirelin;,' a while I'ouln nn.^-,- 
rixiui that iiuiuurtal ^uh^tunee, and a, nymph 
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"Was nourished in lli.-ir iiui1.4. The ivnl'ting wiivea 

First lioii! her to Cytii<-ni the .liviiie : 

To tt'uvu -en circled Cyjiriis aunc she then, 

And forth emei^'ed a ^Jiless in the cliarms 

Of awful beauty. Wltisn her d'lieate feet 

Had preaaeil tlie satuls, green ktrliage Jiuwering spruTtg. 

Her Apliruditb ^oda and mortiils name, 

The fuam-Wii goddess r and her name is known 

Aa Oylhi;rea n-ith the Ijlooniin;^ wreuth, 

For tlint she touehed Oylhera.'s llowery coaat ; 

And Cy[iria, for that on thu Cyin'ian shore 

Site rails ainid the multitude of waves. 

Love tmcked her steps, and hcautifid l)t-*ire 

Pursued ; while siiou as horn she bent ln*r way 

TiiwiUiis heaven's assenililud yods : her honours these 

Fnun the beginning' ; whether yiids or nii:n. 

Her ;m^senc« bless, to her tlie |nirt!i)n talla 

Of virgin whispt-ritigs and alluiiiL,;; smiles. 

And sTiiimth deeuiti", and f,f«ntle ecstasy, 

And dalliance and the bland isli men ts of love." 

— F. 258-283. 

The concluding verses of tliis passafje arc notable 
as eniimeratiiif; tlie ftibled assessors of Visiiiis ; and the 
italicised lines, which fin<l modem parallels iu Jlilton, 
Scott, and Tennyson,* may have su^^estod the invo- 

• " Now wlien as saereil lifflit Iwgan to dawn 
In Ellen on ths hnnii-1 Howers that hreatlied 
Tlieir nioraiiiK ine.^ii.se, wlicii nil tliiiiES tli.it breathe 
From tlie earth'K great altiu- semi np silent [imisB 
TotheCrtator;"io. 

—Paradise Lost, ix. 

" A foot niore lijrht, a step more Urns, 
Ne'vr tram tlie hcatli-flnwpr dasli'i] tlic Jew ; 
E'en the sli^lit harelielt raised its ht.-ul 
Elwtio frOHi her airy tread." 

-LMiyoftlieLuke, I, 18. 
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Ration of tlio benignant goilileaa in tlie opi^nhig nf 

Llli;ri;tiil3 : — 

" Biforc. tliop, joiWe-is, tliee ' thp wimU ire liu in I, 
Ltrmt tin LI..UITJ, aic tliL l1 ii I ,h i , < I 
Til. i.U-Lu 



L [jiakei till ] I 
Au<t sky sliines plaoid » i I 



m) 



J!y tlio act of Cronus, the Titans, released from dur- 
niii;c, arose to a share in the dulivei'er's dynasty, the 
Cyuloiioa and {giants still, it would seem, remaining siiufc 
up id thuir prison-hoiuie. ISiit before the \mal proceeds 
to the history of this dynasty and succession of rulers, 
he aiipiiiisiitly eoiiueives it to be his duty to go thniiigh 
tho generations of the elder deities ivith a genealogical 

" But lislit af any wind t!iat blows, 
Solleaivtli.lsliestir; 
The Hoiver sIib tnuehed on dipt mid rose, 
And tunieit to look it lier." 

— T.miiyson : ' The Talking Oak.' 

Even more to the point, which is the ohiinn to eitnte venlnre 
nnd tlower-growth which pertains to Afliraditu's fi^et, are the 
fuUuwiug citations from Ben Jonson and Wurdxworth : — 

" Hera she was wont to go, and liere, and here, 
Just where those daisies, pinkR, nnd violets grow; 
The world may tlnd tlie spring tiy following her, 
For other print her aery stepa ne'er left. 
And where site went the flowers took thickest root^ 
Aa ulie had sowed them with her odnroiis foot." 

— Jonson; 'Sad Shepherd,' i. 1. 
" Flowers langh Itefore thee in their hcU, 
And Iragrauoe in tlij* rootinc trfads." 

-Woidiworth : 'Ode to Duty.' 
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mirmteiipsa ivhicli, it must be confessMl, is now and 
tlieii teLJimis ; though, on tlie othor hiiuil, there are occa- 
sional poiiita of intereKt in the process, wliich ivauld 
be ill teniii liable if not so relieved. It is curious, for 
exauiijlo, to find " the Ilespetian mauls " — 

" WlLni 



— E, 2n3-2'J7. 

ranlied with Death, and Sleep, and Gloom and its 
kiudn^d, as the unbegotten brooil of Kight. Possibly 
the clue is to be found in Hesiod's having a gliniiiiev- 
ing of the Fall and its consequences, biscause death and 
\ e e tl e pi k ng of tl e f t of tl at f b 1 

len tree A^ fro tl e i of Ae e s t!e ea 
fcol/ re^ 11 e anl 11 t 111 „of lo t •< o 
of the or „in 1 po c s v tl tl Ocea il Do a e 
3 to !i e spr „ tl fft> Jvere I& lose n nos 
t ] c fro so e I r i t of tl ea— t wo d ra 

Is, tl as PS 1 \ tb „u I aUo es — c r ] ond m 
u V 1 t nc 3 tl H e a 1 at tl e II id (\ 
39 4**) a 1 po t to a ] re ex stent le„ d ] j road d 
b 1 otl poet I d e o de Iso arc r 1 d tl e 

1 llr ofltlv* nl fh rt Oc s— to-nt 
tl e e 11 r e a 1 ! r „ n d tl t J pi s, 

O e I h so f ct 8 to 1 r le o r tl se 
a I to o V n r 1 t f n tl o S r to II tl 's 

1 T As to tl e 1 t ot r rs t a ot cc 1 le tl t 
II I 1 1 s I M 1 o to II n 1 1 y 
ti t I it 1 tlpL 1 s ijo 1 to 
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this goddess, as describeil by Ilcsioi], are so rliscrppaut 
from tLose ascril>ed to her by Litur poets, as to allurd 
strong proof of the antiquity of this jvoum. She is not, 
aa ill later poetry, the jiutroii of magic arts, hut tlie 
godilesa who blesses labour aod energy, in field, senate, 
and forum :— 

" Wlien the mailed men rise 
To dca'lly Imttli", comes the gmideBa prompt 
To wiioin she wills, bids rapid victory 
Await thum, and extendn Ibe wreath of fame. 
Slie sits upon the sacred juclgment-gi-nt 
OF veneiiible nionaruhs. She is found 
Projiitioiia whi'ii in Rtilenin games the youth 
Contending strive ; there is the goJdi-ss nigh 
With sucMur : he whose hanliinent and strength 
Vietoiioiia prove, with ease the graceful palm 
Ailiieving, joyous o'er liis fatliui''s aj;e, 
Sh,-da a hii^h't j,deaiu of glory. She is kuown 
To lln.']iL iiro].il.i.]U-^, who (li,;"ti.Ty slenl 
Ri'iii ill llio i;.Hos(., an.l fhi'io wiiii hJ.noMng deave 
Tliroii-Ii the blut walio-v »ii.-te the uiiLrHtiabl,. way." 



Thrrflergnll ss Si\x i h ,1 t< r I O 'mi^ is 
nitnioiil le not molt f i Ii i iwii [ ii mni nt ] edition 
111 ancient fable, tli m fi r h :i iiig anion^it her olF 
•-pring tbo'ie uon 1 iiidtd Jinmstrr^ of Jo\e, Stun^tli 
(Kntos) and Force (Ihi), whom the ch-aical road i 
meet" again m the opptimgof tin ' Piometli ns (t 
jTidnhi-i Their unNic-is t' Z ni h Ticriljcd 1> 
Il.siod to the d.i u MTlh wli h tbeir m. 1l i 
t-pousod hi-.! lus mill stui„k imU ( loj ii an I th 
'litans — 
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I it here He'ind hag been antinjntmg tlio soiiuetice 
il eiinls aiil iorwitiiliH, to tlin e\ttiit llii; beccjiitl 
il i^L uf Ihi- 1 111 A 1 hiip to Ji M ] Cronus or 
SitiiniMis aim ti tUfiilt'^ol In sia s policy of 
•^ II jint ctim aiil c nc ntd an iiii] ro^ emunt in the 
nuns t clutkiiit,' roolutioii irj deicl ] n ent on the 
jiiit Jt Ins oil jnu li mill -onm^ thtm in liia own 
!j nds ratJiLi thin Ihiii ni thti s. Wjti.tfii! uf tlie 
disinn thit to !ii3 o«n chil 1 he bhcnlil Ijuw down 
]ii>, strcn^tli 111, I io( t kd to snuilow up his profrenj- 
\Mtli -lu h le^uiant; tint the n at^ini! 1 linj^s of his 
i. nsoit Lhti iovis< 1 liLr tj T =j. rit f oi>iKPwtion. 
"\\ hen about to b dilntred ot lier &i\th Uiilil, Zi'us, 
h (.diet in the udofhd | iiuit , Hcaiui nnd Ejiitl,, 
1 1 til conuealm ut of hio liith — 

" Ami lier tliey ?ent to Lyetus, to tile clinie 
(If fiiiilfiil Crftf ; an<l ivlicn htr hour was come, 
Till' liirtk of Zeiifs liev yoniijjest Imni, then Eai'th 
Tm,,]; to herself the liiiahty l«ilie, to n-ar 
Willi luirlnviiiK i^oftiitss, in llii- spiitiout; iale 
or CiTlr ; -0 tame f^lie tlii-ji, trausi Hating. Iiim 
Swiit llirsm^li ihu darksrinii' air, lo Lyi'tiis lii'sl, 
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And thence upbearing in lier arniEi, concealed 
Bimeatli the sacreJ gri>uud in sunless cave, 
Wliore sliagseJ witli densest woods tlie ^-ean mount 
Impends. But to tlie iinperiiil son of lieaveo, 
'Whilom the King of gods, a stone she gave 
Inwrapt in infant swathes, and this with grasip 
Ea^er he snatched, and in his ravening breust 
Conveyed away ; unhappy ! nor once thought 
Tliat for the stone his child remained behind 
Invincible, secure ; who soon with hands 
Of strength o'ercoming him, should cast him forth 
B'roni glory, and himself the immortals rule." 

— E. 641-659. 



As the goils in ancient mythology grow apace, Zeus 
is soon I'ijw for the task of aiding his mother, whose 
craft persuades Cronus to disgorge first the stone 
■which lie had mistaken for his youngest-bom, and 
then the five children whom he had previously de- 
voured. A stone, probably meteoric, was shown at 
I>elpbi in Pausanias's day as the stone in question, 
and an object of old memorial to the devout Greek. 
Tlie rescued brethren at once take part with their de- 
liverer. The first act of Zeus was, as we have seen, 
to advance Force and Strength, with fiieir brothers 
Victory and Rivalry, to the dignity of " a body- 
guard," and to give their mother Styx the style and 
functions of " oath-sanctioner." His next was to free 
from the prison to which their father Uranus had 
consigned them, the hundred-handed giants, and the 
Cyclopes, who furnished bis artillery of lightnings and 
hot thunderbolts. His success in the sti'uggie was 
assured by the oracles of Giea (Earth), if otdy he could 

A. C. vol. XV. F 
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band these towers of strength and muscularity against 
Cronus and his Titans ; and so tlie haltle was set in 
array, and a fierce war ensued — 

" Each with each 
Tt-n years and more thu rorious iiallle joined 
Un ill term itt*d ; nor to eitlier host 
Was issue of sttrn strife nor end ; nlilte 
Did cither stretch the limit of tlie w ar." 

— E. 848-850. 

Hesiod'a description of the contest, whtcli Jias hoen 
justly held to constitute his title to a rank near Homer 
as an epic poet, is prefaced by a feast at which Zeus 
addresses his allies, and receives in turn the assurance 
of their support. The speeches ai* not wanting in 
dignity, though briefer than those which, in his great 
epic, Milton has moulded on their model. Our Eng- 
lish poet had bathed hi.s spirit in HesioJ buibre he 
essayed the sixth book of his ' Paradise Lost ; ' and it 
was well and wisely done by the translator of tiie fol- 
lowiiig description of the war bclwixt Zeus and the 
Titans to aim at a Jliltonic style and speech : — 

"All on that day roused infinite the war, 

Female and male ; the Titan deities, 

Tlie ftods from Cronns sprang, and those whom Zeus 

From subterranean ^doom releaseil to li;^'ht : 

TerriMe, strong, of foree enormous ; burst 

A himdreil arniK from all their shoulders huge: 

From nil their shoulders fifty heads npspnini,' 

O'er limi« of sinewy mould. They then arrayed 

Against the Titans in fell eomlwt stood. 

And in tlieir nervous grasp wiilde<l aloft 

Fruuipituus rocks. Oit the other side alert 
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The Titan phalanx tloned : then hands of strength 

Joined I'rowuss, and displaj'eil the works of war. 

Tremendous then tlie iinnitositrahle sea 

Boared : earth resounded : the vide heaven tlironghout 

Groaned shattering: from its base (Jlyinpns \a&i 

Beeled to the violence of the gods : the shock 

Of deep conensaion rocked the dark alijsa 

Eemote of Tartarns : the shrillin}; din 

Of hollow tramplings and strong battle-stroke^ 

And nieBsnreless uproar of wild pursuit. 

So they reciprocal their weapona hnrled 

Groan-seattering, and the ehont of either host 

Burst in eshortiajf ardour to th« stars 

Of heaven ; with u)(f,'hty war-ciies either host 

Eneounttring closed," 

— E. 8S3-908. 

A panse at this point may be excused, seeing that 
it all'ords the Opportunity of noting tlie contrast be- 
tween the lieatlicn and the Christian conceptions of 
divine strengtli. In JlOton tUo Messiah has a super- 
abundance of might : — 

"Yet half his strength he put not forth, but cliecked 
His thunder in niid volley, for he meant 
Mot to destroy, but root them out of heaven." 

— Par. Lost, vi. 853-855. 

In the coTiflifit with the Titans, Zciia lias to e.xett all 
his might to insure victory : — 

" Kor longer then did Zcua 
Cuib bis full jiower, but instant in his soul 
Tiiert giuw dihit«d strength, anil it was filled 
Willi iiis onuiijiotcne*. At once he loosed 
Hii whole of miykt, aiidpatj'orlli all the god. 
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Thc^ vaulted sky, the mmirit Ohmpinti flashed 

Wjtii liiR coLitiiimil [>rfwi !.■>■, for lie jiassi^d 

IiLCf^ssaiit foL'tl], am! fleatten^l fires on tii'cs. 

Hurled fcoui liis lia[?Jy jjriwp the lightnings flew 

liiiiltinittd swift : ttie wiiirling fliish 

Citst sacri^d ?|dfnduur, ami tlie thiuiderhoU 

Foil : roavud mound the nurtiii-e-viKldini^ eartli 

III conf!ii-raIi')Ji ; fur on evm- side 

Till; imnKii-ily of forests cracklhij,' lilaied : 

Yfii, the hi-.md .'aflh burned red, the streams that mix 

With oiLMu ;iml the desert* of the eeii, 

lioiiiid iinil Luuiiiid the Titan bruud of i^arth 

Ui)lled the hot Viqiour on its fiery eti^xu. 

Tlie liijuiil lieat air's pure expanse divine 

Suffused : the railianee kuen, of quivering flame 

That shot from writheii lif;htiiings, eaeh dim orb, 

Stronj; though they were, intolcrahie f^nuite. 

Ami seorelied their blasted vision : tliiuiiyh the void 

Of Eiehus the |md<;matnnd ukre 

S|>ri-ii.l niin^diii,!^ lire with ilirkuesa. But to see 

■With liiniiuu evu and luvir « ith tlie ear of iiian 

Had l>ei>ii a* i|- midway the ^'M-nni^ he^iven 

Hurtling' with ealtli shoeked— e'en as nether earth 

Crashed from tlie centre, and the wreck of heaven 

F«ll miuoiia from liiKh. So vast tlie Jin 

When, gotls ciitonnterinjj gods, the clang of arms 

Comuiingled, and t)ie tumult roared from heaven." 

— E. 90S-039. 

To heighten tlio tiirmml. the winils and pigments fight 
on (he aide of Zeus. The tiilc of battle turns. Jove's 
huf;e auxiiiiu'ies overwhelm the Titans with a suceea- 
siou of great mis&ilee, send tiiciu sheer beneath the 
eartii, ami consign tluiii to a durance "as far beneath, 
uuJer earth, as lieaven is from earth, for e(iual ia the 
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apace from earth to murky Tartarus." TliL're, in the 
deeper chamber of an abyss from which tliere is no 
escape, the Titans are thenceforth imprisoneil, with 
the liund red-handed jfiaiits set over tlifm as keepers, 
and with Day and Niglit acting as stntrica or jauitois 
in fcont of the brazen tlireshold :^ 

" There Night 
And Day, near passing, mutna! greeting still 
Exchange, alternate as they glide atliwart 
Tlie lirazen threshold vast. This enteis, that 
Forth isaues, nor the two can one abode 
At once constrain. .Tliis passes foi'th and roama 
Tlie round of earth, that in the mansion waits 
Till the due season of her travel come, 
Lo I from the one the far-discemiiig light 
Beams apon earthly dwellers : but a cloud 
Of pitchy darkiieaa veils the other round : 
FetniciouB Night, aye leading in her baud 
Sleep, Death's twin brother ; sons of gloomy Night, 
Thei'e hold they habitation, Death and Sleep, 
Di'ead deities : nor them doth eliimng sun 
E'er with his beam contemplate, when he climbs 
The cope of heaven, or when from heaven desceuda. 
Of these the one glides gentle o'er the space 
Of earth and broad expanse of ocean waves, 
Placid to man. The other has a heart 
Of iron : yea, the heart within his breast 
Is brass unpitying : whom of men he grasps, 
Stem be rttains : e'en to immortal gods 
A foe." — E, 092-1014, 

Of these sentries the readers of Milton's ' Paradise 
Lost' may recall the description at the opening of the 
sixth book; whilst the couuturparte of the twinchil* 
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drcn of Kiglit may bo found ia tlio Iliiid,* as well aa 
in the ^neid.t 

Another wonder of the prison-liou'^!', in Ilesiod'a 
account of it, is Ceiheraa :— 

" A gvisly clog, im placiibic, 
Watching licfore tlie gates, A stmtagera 
Is his, malicious : tliein who enter tliere, 
With tail and hended ears he tinvning sootlies, 
Bui Buffers not that they with liackward step 
Repass ; whoe'er would issue from the gates 
Of Pluto BfTong and stem Persephone, 
For tliein with marking eye he lurks : on them 
Springs from his couch, and pitilesa devours." 

— E. 1018-1026. 

In. close proximity to thi^ munstpr was tlio falikil 
Styx, ill aome resiiects the most awful poraonaj^e in 
t!i(! 'Tlieo^'ony.' Tho legend about her is somewhat 
obscnie, but it is carious as being connected with that 
of Iris, the rainbow, whose function of carrying up 
water when any god has been guilty of falsehooil 
seems a vague enilwdiment of the covoiiunt sealed by 
the " bow set in the cloud ; " — 

" Jove sends Iris down 
To bring the great oath in a goldi'n ewer. 
The far-famed water, from steep, sky-capt rock 
Distilling in cold stream. Beneath the earth 
Abundant from the sacred river-head 
Thiflugh shades of darkest night the Stygian horn 
Of Ocean flows ; a tenth of all the streams 
To the dread Oath allotted. In nine streams 
Cii-cling tlie round of earth and the broud seas 
• IL xiv. 23t, &e, t 'En. vi. 278, *c 
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It fiills into the lieep : oni? stri'iiiii alone 
Gliilyf; fi-oin 1lj.' n>i'l;, a nii<;litv !mii« to gods. 
Who of iiumnilals, ihat inhabit still 
01yiii[iiis tn|ipi'ii with snow, liiiatinii pours 
And is forsworn, he one whole year entire 
Lies reft of hreath, nor yet a,pproaches onee 
Tiie iifctared and anihrosial siveet repast ; 
Bat HtiU reclines on the spread festive conch 
Mute, breathless : and a mortal lethni^-y 
O'erwhelnis him ; Imt his malady abaolveil 
With the j,'reat roiinil of the revolving year. 
More ills on ills afflictive seize : nine years 
From everlasting deities remote 
His lot is cast : in council nor in feast 
Once joins he, till nine years entire are fnIL 

So great an oath the deities of heaien 
Decreed the waters incoiTuptilile, 
Ancient, of Styx, who switps mlh mndenng w xve 
A ru^^ed region : where of dunky Ejirth, 
And darksome Tartarus, ami Oteaii waste, 
And the starred Heaven, the >"riun,B and boundary 
Successive rise and end . a dieary wild 
And ghostly, e'en by deities alfhorred," 

— E. 1038-1072. 

Stich, according to Hesiod, are the surroundings of 
the infernal ptison-honso which received the vanquished 
Titans when Jove's victory was assured. Not yet, how- 
ever, could he rest from his toil : he had yet to scotch 
the half-serpent, half-human Typhctus, the offspring of 
a new union betwixt Earth and Tartarus, — a monster so 
terror-inspiring by means of its liundred heads and voices 
to match, that Olympna might well dread another and 
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Jass wolcome niastL'r slwiuld tliis [ifst attain full t^vel' 
optiiout. Zeus, we art! told, foresaw tliu tl;iiigii : — 

" Intuitive ami vi^Lliint anil strrmg 
Ho' tliiUHlerLil : instantaiieoui^ all arounil 
Earth rKeleil vrMt horrible crash : the tiriiiarrient 
Roarei! of hi|:;h liuaveii, the ocean atreams anil si-as, 
And uttermost cavt-ms ! ff/iite (Ae king in wrath 
Upt-OBe, Ijeneath kit mvrlasting feei 
T bM Olvniits irt Itl Ualf t a fh. 
F the lealu j, 1 n cj ht 

Tl 1 klj nil an f 11 fl h 



Tl e 1 w n tl 1 

He from tlie aiimiuii, ut Ih Ciiini i.m iimiuil 
I«apt at a bound, anil smote him ; hissed at one« 
Tlie liorrible iiioiiBter'a heads enormous, acoruhcd 
In one conflagtunt blaze. When thus the f;od 
Had quelled him, tli under-smitten, niiinjj;Ie<i, prone, 
He ffU : beneath his weight earth groaning altook. 
Flume from the lightiiinfj-atritken prodijiV 
Flashed 'mid the niountjiiu hollows, ni-fjed, daik, 
Wheie he fell smitti^n. Bioad eaiih f;loweil inttnae 
From that uuboimded vapour, and dissolved i^ — 
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— E. 1108-1149. 
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lute wisilom with absolute power. As, however, lu the 
Hesiodic view of tlio divinity, there was ever a risk of 
dethronement to the sire at the hand of his olfspring, 
Zeus hit upon a pLm which should prevent his wife 
producing a progeny that might hereafter conspire with 
lier to deOiroue him, after the hereditary fashion, lie 
ahsorbed Ifetis, with her habe yet unliorn, in hia own 
breast, and, according to mythologj', found this taak 

• " UnJer his Iniriiiiig wlieola 
Tlie 'iteailfast ciniiyrcan sliooU llirougliout, 
All but lie l/aviu ilse(/ of UuiL" 

— tl 832-83*. 
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" He from Ijis liead iliiiiiloseil, liiiiiwlf, to birth. 
Tim blue-eyed, niaiil Tritoniaii Pallas, tiurce, 
Einisiiig the wat-fidil's tumult, iiiisulnliieU, 
Lcailei' cif armii^s, awful, whuge ik-lij;ht 
Thu shout of battle and tlie ehotk of mmi" 

—K 1213-1217. 
Yet, iiotwithstaniling so suminaTV a putting away of 
liis first wifu, Zmis, it appears, had im niiiiil to remain 
a wiiloivur. Tlieiiiis liaro hiia the Hours ; Eurynonie 
tlio Graces — 

"Wliose eyehiis, as they gaze, 
]»rop love uuui'i'viug ; ami beneath the slunie 
Ol thiir ari^lieil bruwa tliey steal the sIiU'Ioiil; glance 

— E. unG-ll!m. 
aivl .\rMemo.?yn^ atlnughter of Uranus, bcraine tlje 
iMiither by him of the ^'iue Mu.'^os, ceh^iiratea by 
]b-.-iiod at the beginning of the |>oeiu. With Deme- 
ter aai! Latoiia also ho h«d tmiler rektions, l,L-fore 
heliuallyreKigne,! himself to his eistor IIer,t (Juno), 
iiho took permanent rank as Queen nf the ("iocls. 
I'l-oMi this union sprang Mars and Heljp, and Eili-i- 
lhyia or Lucina : whilst according to Hesioil, who 
lirivin ditrer.^! fj-o:ii Homer, Hephtestus or Vuleati 
was ih.' oflsining of Hera alone, as a set-off to Z.-ns'a 
sole parentage of Athena, Of tlie more illiuit aniours 
of the fickle king of the gods, and of their issues, and 



„Google 



THE TIIKOaOXY. 91 

the mapriogea constquMil npnii tlicw'cliildrenof the gods 
espousiiiy uyniphs or mortals, Hosiod hue still much 
to tell, ill Ilia ftisluoii of gcnealogisiiif,', liefoi-e we reach 
tlio Heroogony, or list of heroes horn of the union of 
goddesses with mo!tiiInien,which is tackuil to the 'Tlie- 
ogony' proper, as it has come down to us. It is indeed 
a list and little more ; tracing, for example, the hirth of 
Plutus to the meeting of Demeter with lasius in the 
wheat-fields of Crete ; of AehilJoE, to the union of Peleus 
with Thetis ; of Latiiius, Telegoiius, and another, to tlie 
dalliance of Ulyasea with the divine Circe. 

" Lo ! these were tliey who, yielding to embrace 

Of mortal men, themselves immortal, gave 

A race resembling gods." 

— E. 1324-1226. 
Thin Mitually endi tho 'Theogony' in its extant 
form hvit our sketch of it would not te complete were 
wo to Ignore the stfrv (f Paiidcmi and I'rnmetheiis, 
which has been passed o\ir at its proper place id the 
genealogy, with, a view to a clearer unfolding of the 
sequence of the poem In the 'Works' this legend 
IS an cpiwde , m the ' Tlieogony ' it is a piece of gen- 
ealOgf, &y)(i2ios of the oftspiiiij,' of Ia]>etus, thehrollier 
of Cronus t d Clym ne. Atl o e of tl e r so s v s 
doo ed 1 J Zeus to bear p tl e vault of hea n as an 
ete ixal pe ally Me cet u, anoihe as for h s no 
le ce thn st do n to E b s by tl e 1 ^1 1 ii„ fl 1 
Of Ep etl ua vl o in tl e ^^ o ks acce] ts the ft 
ot I nl t s il 1 tl 11 J tiat 

! e 1 1 all It 1 r n na 1 1 s act 

Aotl d of 1 U n ot Ina br tiers cau 
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ti(m ; iiotliing of the casket of evils, from wliith in tlie 
'Works,' P.m-lorii, l.iy liflii.g the liil, h:U iiiistliiof 
and liiseaso looso upuii t!ie ivorld. Tlii: key to the 
ditfeivuce between the two aiicounts ia to Ije fnuml 
ill the fact that in the ' Woika ' Heciud narrates the 
consequences of the sin of Prometheus ; in the ' The- 
f^ony,' the story of the sin itJ!clf. In the oriier uf 
events that story ivoiild nin tliiia : Prometheus enKiges 
Zeus by scoffing nt saciitices, and by tricking tht s-afja 
rider of Olympus into a wrong choice toucliing the 
most savoury part of the ox. In his office of arbitrator, 
ho diviilcs two portion?, the flesh and entrails cuvtred 
witii the belly on one haniJ, th« bones under a cover 
of white fat on the other. Zeus chooses after the 
outward appcarunie, but, as Hesiod aeeius to imply, 
chooses i\ittin);ly, for the s.ike of having a grievance. 
Thi-nceforth in Kacrilice it was cu-tmiary to olfer the 
whitening l>ones at his altars. Dut the god neither 
forgot nor forgave the choat— 

"Anil still th(! rri.1,.1 i. in, i. ' ! ^ iVr.m tlmt huiir, 
The stiwgtlL i-fi ■ ■■■, ■! . I .■,■ I-Ni.ii 
To all the dwell. I i, i. i i 1.. !:i,t liim 
BiMievoIuiit Proiiiel'.n.L;,-. Aid Ih -niia : 
Tlie tar-?e(-n Bjiliindoiir in a lioUuw reed 
He stole ol" inexhaustible flaine. But then 
Ei;sentMn'Ml sl!.uig tlie Tlmmlercr's iiiiuuwt soid, 
And liis lieai't chafed with aiiger wlien he saw 
The fire far-gleaming in the mi>lst of men. 
Slraif^ht fur the lluuie bestowed devised lie ill 
To juau." 

— E. 749-709. 
Outwitted twice, he roused himscif to take veiigoaiice 
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Upon PromellicHs as well as his dients. On the latlcr 
lie iiiflictcil tlie evil of winsome ivoiiiankinJ, repre- 
sented l>y Pjindora, and placed tliem in the diiennna 
of either not niarrying, and dying heirless, or of iiml- 
ing in niiirrii^j'e the lottery which it is still accounted. 
As to I'lvjaietlieua and liis puiiisliment, Heaiod's ac- 
count ia as follows : — 

" Promcthens, Tetaed 
In various wiles, he boun'! with fettering chains 
lnr^is?olnl>le, cliains of galling weiglit, 
Midway a eiihimn, Down he sent from high 
The hroad-winged eagle ; she his liver goi^d 
Inimortfil. For it sprang with life, and j,Tew 
In the ni^^'ht season, and llie waste repaired 
Of what hy day the bird of spreading wing 
Devoured." 

— E. 6!)e-701. 

Tliis durance was eventually tcrminnted by Hercules 
slaying the vulture or eagle, and reconciling Zeus and 
the Titan. Hesiod's moral will sum up the tale : — 

"Natlilesa it is not given thee to deceive 
The j^l, nor yet elude the omniscient iiiiiiil ; 
For not Prometheus, void of hianie to man, 
Ojidd 'scape the biinlen of oppressive wrath ; 
And vain his various wisdom ; vain to free 
From panga, or hurst the inextricable chain," 

— E. 816-821. 

The foregoing sketcli will, it is hoped, have enabled 
English leaders to discover in Hesiod's 'Tlieogony'not a 
mere prosy civtnlogue, but a systumatised account of llie 
generation of the gods of Hellas, relieved of excessive 
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detail by fen'id ilescriptjons, stirring bnt tie-pieces, noble 
iiiin^'i^s, and grai^e fill l[incies. Suehas it was, it appears 
to linvc found extensive cii'culation and accejitiiiice in 
Greece, and to have fonned tlie chief source of ini'iir- 
mation amongst Greeks conteniing the divine antiquity. 
Tliis is not tlie kind of work to admit of a comparison 
of the so-called Orphic Theogony, which, in point of 
fact, belonga to a much later date, with that of Ilesiod. 
Enough to state tliat the former, to use Mr Grote's ex- 
pression, " contains tlie Hesiodic idcaa and persons, 
enlai^'ed and mystically disguised." But those who 
have the time and materials for carrying out the com- 
parison for tlicmselves, will Iw led to discover in the 
development of religious helief, in the hias towards a 
sort of unity of Godhead, and in the investment of the 
powers of iiatuio Hilli the attributes of deity, which 
cliavacleiiso the Orphic worship and theogiinies, in- 
dinicfc corroboration of the opinion which assiipia a 
very early date to the simple, unmystical, and, so to 
ppeak, uuspiritmd view of the divine foretime, hai ded 
dowu to us in iliaiod's thcogonic system. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE SHIELD OF OEUCULEa. 

It ■was remorked at the outset that one class of Hesi- 
odic poems consisted of ejiies in jistti} on some sulijcct 
of heroic mythology. Tlie ' Shiuld of Ilereidus ' sur- 
vives a.% a sample, if imleed it is to lie recLiveJ is 
Hesiod's ■woi'k. Its tiiome is a single adventure of 
Hercules, hid comliat with C\enna and his fathtr, tht, 
■W!tr-god, near Apollo's Temple at Pi„'BS£S Shorn o I i 
prefaceof fifty-six versos hollowed fiom the 'Catalo^iu- 
of Women,' and having for their Imrden the artilice 
of Zeus with Alcmer.a, which rtsuittd ui the hiith of 
Hercules, a ]irefa(:e manifestly in the iirong ijlace, the 
'Shield ' is a faiily eompact poem, constructed as a ft wn<j 
for the description of the hero's hucUer, to whith the 
rest of the poem is aiieilhrj Among tlie aiiLiints the 
h^ilance of opinion kaned to the bthef that it was 
written by the author of the ' Iheot; iij , ' hut though 
there is insiillieient ground for tht whokside di pitLi i 
tion cast upon it hy Miirt, m his ' Histun of tho I-iii 
guage and I.itewtiire (f \nLient GiCLCi,' it can Lirdly 
be maiutaiued that the ' felncld of Hen ulis ' la a potm 
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rfllc^am i.'iiilaTtl r 1 1; = tK '^'i ilvs tr the 
MliL ,. ii> i)e in ! r ci m. n cf Miil.r -1 una 

It WOltllJ tlLGf, t sik In Ml «ltl! II)11U1^ 1 f-Ollut 

of till. SiiuKl of Acliillta m Ujl 13th hojk ot th« 
IhiLiml dnricUii^LH it as (.\t uted iii thj pCuiLiite 
sjiiit il the HLaioliaii Echoo! ^^ wl it desiriblf, it 
im^Lt be shown from the -ttntm^a of the same cntit* 
thit th obncta repppscnt^'il on H''*"iois shiilil neits iii 
fdel the firat siibj its of tlic GiLrk artihctrs lii biunze, 
and thkt theic art, piotfo iii the accoutrement of Her 
culea nut witli iliii 111 1 Jioii 6 skin, but iil e other 
lieines of a (lite f U -. poem nut ju'^ta r to the 
40th UI>m]i 1 

It iijs n ] loul t, hien the ill f itune of this poem 
t hi\i atfrictcfl more than its fiiii shj,re of lotcliecs 
all 1 mterj olalois iiil the discrimiintion of tl e true 
guU fi mi the couiitirfc t an I hate mttal bi limp's rather 
to icjitml elit! n of the llesiodic luuams, but in 
the rjliuce whiih we propose t« heaton u])on the wdk 
as it his eemi d v,i\ to ua, it Will be shown that, after 
r iD'tidenblc ilk \\ inee lor inf erpoljtei! jwisai^cs, a 
rcsiiiuum of fine heioic poetiy will siimie the pro- 

The poem proper it has been "laid begin"! at v 57. 
Hercules on reiehing manhoo 1, 1 vl undertaken an 
e\pediti n n^ainst a note 1 rol htr, Cjctm-., the son of 
Alls Jul Pel pii This Cicuiis Used to infest the 
iiK I utdin passes between J Iks lU and Beeotia, and 
bi 111 ^1 u'.U « iiln thi J 1 IS I 11, to Delphi It 
beiu,U-\it Hi 1 I «illii f buj ot! A] olio 8 
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wrath V liuililing Iiim at rii<,'i!sa! an altar of tlie lion.a 
of c^]itun.ul beasts; but the goJ loved his sliniiu too 
wel! to citiiipouud matters bo easily, and inst«iiil of 
doiii),' so, apjH'Bi's to have com missioned Ilerculus to 
exact re]wration from the rubber, 'J'he I'oeiii Ojiciis 
witli the approach of the licro, with liia cliariotcer ami 
kinsman, lulaus, to the robber's liauiit : — 
" There in the grove of tlie far-darting god 
He found liini, niiJ, insiitiable of ivar, 
AivH, his sire, licside. Both hrifi'it in arms. 
Bright in the sheen of burning flame tliey stood 
On their higji chariot, and the hor><cs fleet 
Trampled the jjrouud ivith rending hoofs ; around 
In parted cirule smoked the cloudy dust, 
Ui>-dai4hed beneath the trampling hoofs, and cars 
Of complicated frame. The well-framed cars 
Battled aloud ; loud clashed the wheels, while wrapt 
In their full speed the horses flew, Rijoiced 
The noble Cjcntis ; for the liope was his 
Jove's warlike offspring' and liia charioteer 
To slay, and stiip tlieni of their gorgemis mail. 
But to his I'aunts the pro]ihet god of day 
Turned a deaf ear : for he himself set on 
The assault of HeradeB." 

— E. 81-97. 
Kone hut IlerculcB, wc are told, conhl have faced 
this unearthly light with which tlie sheoii of the war- 
god's armour and tho ghire of his tire-flashing eyes lit 
up the sacred enclosure and its environs. He, how- 
ever, is equal to tho ocoasiiiu, Pndwihly, if we had the 
poem as it was written, the \\vm wi.nld not be repi'n- 
sentcd as in the t«xt, employing thia critical moment 
in irreleviint speeches to his charioteer to the efl'ect 

A. C. vol, XV. o 
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that tJie kboiira (in wlilch, hy the way, his siiiil de- 
ligliteJ) were all ouoitsioiieil by the tally of that chari- 
oteer's father, Iphiclus. It ivaa an oild tiniB to twit 
his comrade and his brother's sou with tliat brother's 
errors, when a fijjht with Ares, the god of war, was 
imminent lolaus's answer is more to the point. He 
bids his chief rely on Zens and Poseidon for victory in 
the encounter, and urges him to don his armour in 
readiness for a fray in wliich the i^ate of Alcieus, to 
wliich Hercules pidativdy belongs, shall get the vic- 
tory : — 

" He said, and TTiTuiles smiled afern hia joy. 
Elate of llioiijrlit ; fur be liad spoken Avords 
Most welcome. Then in winged accents thus ; 
'Jove-fostered hero t e at 1 i 
Tlie l)att!e's ronnh t u r tl is erst 
lit martijd priidunc f ^lit al I 

Witli vantiige of tli f i le 

Areion, hugeandftll i I e 

Aid iu the doubtful cinll t as 1 t 

— L I 7 165 
It would appear that tl e 1 one here ment o c I o es 
its prominence U> being of 1 n str I tl II 

spring of the sea-god. Tl e otl } er f t! ] r 

is not named, because of tl e t ce le t 1 ree 1 ol ts 
j'oke-felbw, who is, in tl e t ve tj tl r 1 book of tl e 
Iliad, said to belong to A Irastus. 

But now the hero beg n 1 s nr to let Jon 1 s 

greaves of mountaiii-hi-,i ll e i t 1 1 \ I 

Tia'« gift, and the sw.nd I tl 1 I h 

Iir^lln'... iithwiu'I. liis^li ] 01 t! Is 
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THE SIIIKLD OF lIKRCVLKfi. l &'*; ^^^^'^^t. •« 

\*, *'»/^' 
" Shudtlcring horrora these ^^^/G*ll **" 

Inflicted, and the agony of death. ^"■~— ' 

Suiidt-n, that chokes the MiU'DCiitive voice ; 
Tlie jiointfl were liarbcd with death nnd l)itter-stee)ied 
Witli liuiiwn tairs : hiunii-liud tlie leiigtU'uitLt; Khiilts, 
And they ivere feathered iWin tlie tawny iduoie 



The heroic spear and helm complete his equipment, 
save and except the shiefil, to wliiuh it lias been ahove 
noted that all the vest is introductory. This would 
seem to have been a circular disc, vith a dragon for 
centre, an<l the parts between it and the outer rim 
divided by layers of cyanus or hlue steel into four 
conijiartniciits of euiiniel, ivory, clertrum, and Rold. 
According to Mliller,* a battle of wild boars and lions 
forms a narrow hand round tlie middle. The first con- 
siderable band which surrounds the centre-piece in the 
circle consists of foHrdejiartments, of whicli two contain 
■warlike, and two peiiccahlo subjects, so that the entire 
shield coatiiins, as it ivere, a sanguinaiy and a tranquil 
side. The rim of the shield is siiiTonnded by the 
ocean. An idea of the poem is best gathered froTn 
some of the details of the seventl parts. l\vidied in 
the centre on the dragim's hoiiil— 

"Stern Sti-ifeinnir 



ibyGoogie 



Around tliis centra] iinaf;e ate grouped the ii|ipro- 
priato forms of " liout," " Eallying," " Terror," *' Tu- 
jiiiilt," " Carna^fc," and " Discoivl ; " but in close proxi- 
mity to tlie driigiin'a Lead came twelve s<T|ient-ln;ad8, 
freezingwitli Jrciid alt mortal comliatanta.and endoweil, 
it should seem, with properties not inherent in the 
metal of the sliield. The translation is as folloivs : — - 
" Oft as Lb 
Moved to the Lattle, fmm tlieir c/ashjiiir fangs 
A m-ml wm hear,/.' Sai'li iiiimcles dispUiyed 
The Liiaiel's field with livilif; hliizomy 
Iles]>lenileiit ; unil those fi'iiifiil snakes were streaked 
O'er their cerulean l):iuks witli stri'Jiks uf jet, 
Anil their jaws blatkened w hh a jetty dyv." 

— E. 224-230. 
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THE SHIELD OF HERCULES. 101 

" There was the kniglit, of foir-haireU Dimae bom, 
Pyratus, nor yet the buckler with his tVil 
Touched, nor yet distant liovered : atranye to think ; 
For nowhere on the surface of the shield 
He rested : ao the crijjpled artist god, 
Illustrious, framed tiim with his hands in gold." 

— E. 297 a02. 

The other ia wliere the noiso of the Gorsona' feet, as 
they ti'ead, is represeiiteil as realised in connection 
witli the gculptnred shield ; — 

" Close behind the Gorgons twain 
Of nameless terror, unappruachabte. 
Came rualiing ; eaj,'erly they stretched their arms 
To seize him : from the palhd adamant 
Audibly as they rushed, ihu clattering aliield 
Clanked with a sharp shrill sound." 

— E. 314-319. 

Kestto the serpent-heads on the shield was ivronglit 
a fight betwixt boars and lions — an occasion to the poet 
of spirited Jescription ; — 

" Wild from the forest, herds of boars were there, 
And lions, mutual glaring : these in wrath 
Leaped on each other ; and by troops they drove 
Their onset : nor yet these nor those recoiled, 
Nor quaked in fear : of both the backs uprose, 
Bristling with anger ; for a lion huge 
Lay stretched amidst them, and two boars beside. 
Lifeless r the sable blood down-dropping oozed 
Lito the gi'oiind. So these with bowed backs 
Lay dead beneath tJie terrible lions ; they 
For this the more incensed, both savBge boura 
And tawny lions, chafing sprang to war." 

— E. 231-242. 
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Xcxt cimie tlie battle of the I_apitiis Riiil Centaurs, 
till! iiiiiins of both Kieus i;oi'res[)i>iiiliii^' iu tliu iiiaiii with 
thosii in the tirat book of thu Iliinl. Both bauds are 
wrought in silver, thoir anus iiud iiiis.-jika ia gold. 
The Centaurs, it is noteworthy, have not yet assumed 
the double form of man am! beast, of whii:h the first 
nientioii occurs in Pindar (Pyth. ii. 80), but are hero 
the rude monsters we find under the same name in the 
Ihad and Odjs&ey — a fact whi h is of 'some impoitanre 
in liMiij; the compaiatnelj eaiU diti,of the sliitld 
Un tlie siiue comjiaitiiant is \\ioij,ht, tlie poet tilh 
u'l Aies m his war thanit attenbd b> Fear in 1 
C nsteniation, whilst PiUis, taim^, the spoil sj car 
m hand with helmed luw and lur ipj,ia athwart her 
shoiil krs IS depicted as she seta the battle in array, 
111 I rusliLS forth to minj,le in the w ir din 

Afler a descriptiou folic wing ncit of the mat enil 
miUli of Olympus, which his been suspecbd of 
hpuiiouaness, as sa\ourinn <-t ] ost II jmeric stjlc and 
iikas, octurs a cmious prufcentmeiit of a liailwur and 
sim^mg sea wrought f t n m ii 1 icJi ih er doJphins ai 



cli isin^ the \fi i 

lhi.httlLfishar. 
to the I icture i 
cntus (i 39) iiai 



hfeh, ■ 



iiuBing thenis Ives with 
p watei whtk fi hion. 



w rt uj,ht m brass A Uttr adiitioii 
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What ia ncudi'd to complete the pii;ture in the 
Alexandrian poot is, however, de trop here. 
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The (lesi^riptioiL of IVi'Kpns, iind liis etieourter with 
the, <J(irgo(is, iins Ihkiii iini'tially anticipated, tlio\igli i>ur 
citations ilid not iiidiiile the Gorgon's head covering all 
hia back, his silvei knapsack with gold tassels, or his 
invisible cap, the " iieliiiet of Hades," which occurs in 
the fifth book of the I!i id, itid has pissed into a proverb. 
Above this group were wrought two tities, one at war, 
the other at peace. Tlie details of the former are life- 
like ; able-bodiidd men engigcd m fight, women beat- 
ing their breasts upon the w illi, the eldeis at the 
gates asking Inilp of the bk^^'-td gods; whilst the 
Fates with interest survey and fan the woi'k of siege 
and slaughttii with a prospeet to a coming bau^uet of 
blood :— 

" Hani by there stood 
Cldtbo, and Laclitsis, and Alropos 
Soiiiwvhat in years iiitbrinr ; nor was she 
A iiiij;litj- goddess ; yi:t tliosB <itlier Fates 
Exoeedini;, and of birth the elder far." 

— E. 346-350. 

Had the translator read size for years, Heaiod'a ac- 
count would liavo tallied with the evidence of vases and 
terrace ottiis, ivliich represent Clotho as the tnlli^st, and 
Atropos the most decrepit of the wciid sisters. Ap- 
propriately near this group is seen — - 

" MiBery, wan and ghastly, worn with woe. 
Arid and swoln of knee, with hunger's pains 
Faint falling: from her lean hHnils long the naila 
Outgrew ; an ichnr fjoni her noBtrils flowed. 
Blood from ber elieeks distilled lo earth : with ttuth 
All wide, disclosed in grinning agony 
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filie stiiwl : a clnml of ilast Iirr slioulJora pprcail. 
And ln;i- Kji:a iviii witli ttjird " 

— E. 305-30a 
The italioiscd words in tlie al)ove description riCiill 
a cuiioiis iiiiaye of starvatiou, " pressing a tumid foot 
witli b(ud fivim bniigiT lean," in tlie ' Wurks and 
Days' (v.'6'J2), and to some extent point to a kindred 
autliorslii]) of the two poems. 

From tliis gliastly picture tlie poet Boon carries his 
reailers to a contrast on the same hand of tlie sliiuld — 
a city lit peace, which has Iwen snpposed to ho meant 
fur Thebes, We recognise the towers and the :ieven 
gatei*, and lieeome spectators of hridal processions to 
the sound of the flute, as opposed as possilile to the 
TBTcls of the war-god iii that city in its day of tfiuhlo — 
revels which Euripides deaciibed as " most unmusical" 
Here is some account of wliat is passing : — 
"Some on the smooth-whei^Ied ear 
A vii^in briilu coniInct<;il : then liuret forth 
Aloud the niarria^ son;;, and far and wide 
Loud spltndonrs flaslieil from inauv a (iiiii'cring torch, 
Bime in the liamls of slaFcs. Gay bloiiniing (jirlfl 
PinKcded ; and tlie dancers foilowcd blithe. 
These wiih shrill pipe indenting the soft lip 
Breathed iui-IikIj, while broken echoes thrilled 
Around them ; to th.e lyre with flying touch, 
Thoae led the love^inkiiidling dance. A ^lunp 
Of youths wivs elsewhere imagwl ; to the flute 
Dis|>ortiiig, some in dances and in song, 
111 lautibttT others. To the minstrel's jiipe 
So yiiir.-'wi iliey on, and the whole city seemed 
As lilkd witJi punips, with dances, and with feasts." 

— E. 3(i6-3H0, 
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A comparison of this passage with its parallel in 
Homer's shield of AcliiUes (II. xviii.). eiicounigcs the 
theory thjt Loth poets had a common iUeiil, though the 
representation ia more full and prolix in Hesiod. We 
quote the Jlonietic ilescrijjtion from an iin published 
translation ; * — 

" Two cities of mankind he wrouglit In one 
Marrii^te was made and revelry went on. 
Here liridee environed with bright torches' Uaze 
Forth from their bowers they lead, and loudly raise 
The nuptial chant ; and ditncers blithely !j))riiig, 
Clieei'ed by the sweet-breathed pipe and harper's string, 
And women at their doors stand woiideriiig." 

A distinct subject, having nothing to do with the 
nuptial procession, tliough perhaps an accessory illus- 
tration of a city at peace, is formed in the operations 
of husbandry ; plougliers twiked up and close girt ai'e 
making the furrow, as on the Homeric shield, yield 
before the conlter. The equipment of these plough- 
men carries us back again to the ' Woi'ks,' whore the 
husbandman is advised "to sow stripped, plough 
stripped, and i-eap stripped," if he would enjoy the gift 
of Ceres ; and where " stripping " means probably 
getting rid of the cloak, and wearing only the close 

" Neit arose 
A field thick set with depth of com : where some 
With sharpened sickle rea])ed the club-like stalks. 
Some bound tbem into bands, and strewed the floor 
For Ihraahiny."— E. 

* By Mr Rieliard Carnett. 
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golil, wjwiii;,' with kaves and trL-lliscs of silver, and 
Lending with grujies represented in simie dark raetaL 
Treiiiling thu wini'piL-ss, and expriasiiig the jtiice, com- 
pluti'd tho i>ieture, which is lam i,i:rif;(;t than Ilunier's 
pamUel prisniigc 

liut there was room fiinnd, it would seem, on tliis 
pavt „f th.; f-hu-M, f..r athlotic and iiL-ld sports of wiri^ 
nds l;ind^, the t'.hari'rf-iuce being tlie nmst elaborate 
d<.^mplii.„„ftlies.a:— 

"Hinhu'i-rlh,- well-n.M^i.., 1, .1 ui.ni..i- luiiig 
The chan^iteers : ih- i,. , ■ .. 
Atlhi-irfullftrftuli, .,■. i , ■ ;.. ■.■u,^n-m^. 

Ri-li(.iiiiiliiij<fmin Hi.' -n.au.l wAh i.iiiiiv ii slim-k 
Flew clatterin- the lina uir.-i. aiiU .■i<saU-d iiluml 
Tiie imet. of tiie nmnil wheels. Tlifj- tlei-.:foie toitM 
Emllrrfs : nor e<fli()m'at yet at any liiiie 
Aehieveil ihey, hut a Jotihtful strife inainlnineii." 

— E. 413-420. 
AiTJimd the sliield's verge was represented tho cir- 
ciiniMinbient ocean, girding, as it did in Homer's view, 
tlie flat ami eircnJnr earth with its boundless ilood : — 
" KiHiiirlJuy the utmiist vert.'e the ocean flowed 
As in fall swell .,f Wiiters: and the phidd 
All varieK^.t.-ii wit!, wlinle drele liomuL 
Kmiuii iif lii;;h-hiivenn;,' w iiig there damffllred Bhril!, 
Win. !<.h', vkiiiimeU the hn-asted suige with pimne 
]ini"tiii.i^.ii^ : iiLin- thin: fishes 'midst the waves 
f i-rdi^ked in wantfin ieaps,"- 

E. 424-429. 
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TUB SIIIKT.n Op nEDrULEH. 10" 

HO like the life, the poet ailils, nsi tn exact the afluiitu- 
tioii of even Zmis, tiie iirtiticer's situ aiiil piitroii. 

So much for tJie sliield : wlut rcinuiiis concerns tlie 
combat betwixt Hcriiulea, nnd Cycuna with the ivar- 
guii to help him. The odds aie partially halaiicfd by 
the aid of the hlue-eyed Palhw to tlie hero, who by 
her couiiset forbears to dream of "spoilins the steeds 
and glorious armour of a god," a thing which be finds 
is against the decrees of fate. Kor does the goddess 
atop at advice, but vouchsafes her invisible pi'csence 
in tiie hero's car. As the combatants come to close 
quarters Hercules resorts to nioek civilities, and with 
taunting allusions asks free passage to the court of 
Ceyx, king of lolchos, the father-in-law of Cycniis. 
As a matter of course the permission is denied, Her- 
ciih'S and Cycnus leap to the ground, and their chnriiit- 
eers drive a little aside to give free scope for the tu^^ 
of war :— 

Prum smiie liij,'h niountimi-top iiiKi;i]iitiite 

Leap will) a bound, anil o'er each other wliirled 

Sliock in the dizzying fall ; and many an oak 

Of lafty bi'anch, pine-tree, and poplar, ili^ep 

Of root, are crafbed beneath tUem ; as thtir course 

Hii|)iilly rolls, till now they reaeh the plain ; 

So wet thi'Re foes encounterinij, ami so burnt 

Their nn';;bty clamour. Echoing iiiuil throughout 

Tbe city of tlie Myrmidons gave baek 

Their iiftud voices, and lolclioa fameil. 

And Ami), and Aiitliea's grass girt walls, 

And H.'licfe. Thus with amazin;; shout 

They joined in btttle : alt-cunaiiltin- Zeus 

Then gretttly thundered ; from the clouds of heaven 
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He ca^t foiHi .Inv^ oriil.",,!, ami si-nnl thus 
Of oua:t -a\t= tu his higli-aufiiig sun." 

—E. 500-522. 

The simile of tlie disloilgoil rocks rf^niiiula us of 
Tli'ctoi's oiislanglit in the thirtei^nth took of the 
lliiid J but the [>oetic(tl fiffui* of tho cities re-euhoing 
the din and ehiinoiir of the conflict, iind the portent of 
the bloody niin-dropa, ani due to Iltsind's own ima- 
giimtion, CliJse fnUowiiig upon tliese comes a tissue 
iif siniilts, so ptodigidiy strewn thut tlicy strike tlie 
critioiil as Siitev interpolations. The issue of the Hjjht 
is conceived in a more genuine strain ; — 
" Tiuly then 
Cycnus, the son of Zeus unniatcheil in strength 
Aiming to shiy, itguinBt the hui'kler struck 
HiK hraxen lance, but through the metal plat« 
Broke not. The pieRcnt of a got! presi;rvt(L 
On llie other side, he of Am|iiiilrvoii immi'd, 
StiMiifj Hciuch'B, i.i,Uv.:^m thi^ liehii iUi.l slii.Ul 
Brave his h^ii- sji.-iir, aiul, imd.rue^itb tlie diin 
Tlirough the liave iiuek siuutc violent an.l swift. 
The tiLunleroua aslicii beam at once the iietves 
Twnin of the neck cleft Klicer: for all the man 
Droppeil, ami bis force went front him : duwn he fell 
Hciullonj,'. As falls a thunder- 1 'lasted oiik. 
Or )K>i-|.endicidar rock, riven with the fla-ili 
Of Zeus, ill smouldering sniuku is hurled Irom high, 
So fell he." 

— E. 558-573. 

llerculos, so far victorions, awaits tho onset of the 

bereaved war-god with a devout heeilfulness of his 

assessor's injunctions. She from her seat at Iils side 

intetposefi to apprise Ai'es that any attempt at revenge 
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or reprisals niHst involve a conflict with herself. But 
the goil, sore at his hereavemeut, heeJs not her woiil, 
and with violent effort hurls his brazen spear at the 
huge shieiii of bis iintagoiiist. In vain ; for Pallas 
diverts tlie javelin's force. Ares nisliea upon Iluwiu- 
les, and he, having watched his opi>ortiiiiitj', — 

" Beueath the well-wrought shi-.-ld the thigh exposed 
Wouiideil with i^Z hit. s-.rtiitth, lui! thniKting rived 
The shield's lai^ disk, and cleft it with his lance, 
And in the midway threw liiiii to the earth 
Prostrate." 

— E. 624-C28. 

a curious dtnotiement, wherein an immortal is in bit 
ter need of a Ikus ex miehtna Ihe author of the 
'Shield,' however, has proM kd for the contin^eni^ 
Fear and Conitematiou had sat as helpers in the 
chariot of Ojcuus ts Pallas m thit 1 Herculis 
They hurry the \nnc[i i bod „ol into his car, an I 
lashing the steeds transport him mtboiit mma ado to 
Olj n I u H the poem slioiihl have en le<l , hut a 
lat 1 ron 1 ems to ha^ e ft.lt hkc m my a ino lern 
n 1 t tl t tl miiioi diavinfis jwrsjiue niuit lie 
a unt If And so we hue a few lints about tho 
V t I 1 & Cycnus, whose olsi quies weie aflpr 
w»rd d ly p f aie I by hia respectable fither in liw 
Ceyx at lolchos But the tomb erectel over the 
biij,'and and fine robher was not t-ulkied to remain in 
honour. In rc(|Uital f i lejeatti x ill „< — 
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Ciiiiitii.iurlpJ : for tliat Cvcim.^ aiiibmlipil spoile'l 
By \iuIum;o the Delpliiu lieisitoiiibs." 

— E. 081-054 

Thus ends ora sole sample extant of tlie slioit eplw 
wliitli autiiiuity attiibutea t«j IleaiiMl. ^Vitli all its 
repetitions ami Interpol alio us, tliere ia in it a itsiilnnm 
of f^enuiiic poetry wliieh is liap]iily rescneil fi-om the 
spoils of time. Even as a "fugitive lialliid," which 
Mure has desi},'n!iteil it, it is too fcood to be lost ; and 
thoHjjh ive may nut venture to attiiliute it confidently 
to ili'siod, tl'io 'Shiil.P hiu^ its |>laee in olEi-^sirid 
literature, if «"c can even aeecpt it as " licsic lian." 
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CHAPTEE VL 

IMITATORS OF HESIOD. 

ALTHonnii it w-oulJ V iniprsbiUe to prmt to any 
direct iiiititnn of HlsioiJ in p<etiv Mil i ijimt to 
"V ir^il = an 1 thongh even hia 13 only imit iti ni n itliin 
certain conditions, it eeema incunibi nt oa «a to notice 
briefly tlip mflncnce, for thp iiic^t part imliicct and 
iinconscioua, wlin,li liis pottry, espeLially Ins didactic 
pOftrj, hits had tijN 11 I iter poot^ llin^e slnrter epn, 
sU'ap'', of winch the 'Sluoid of Htvinl'i' 11 a "iani] h, 
liavo their niodarn jirtsentm nt,if ainnh ic 111 nljla 
and prcfi.&se'l fra^'menta , lint the diUcrenies Jilfb 
l>ttwi\t the lid and the new iru 10 c i!i=idtriiblp isti 
make it uiisaft to pru'^R thi. IiX< ness 1 r tha ' Tlieo 
gony' WG haiR one 01 two nioikin piralltls, thoii[,h it, 
too his seived mtliir fur a nimi, mto which Christian 
apoli'gHti might di,^ lornlics of heithen inytholi^v, 
than oa a tj ] e to be reproduced at the ritK of that 
indlessness which is awouitfd iiith t;eneal ^ici Dut 
a= resjinh Ht-i is Wuk- ind Dii^'theit can l>e 
noquifcti n tl it it i m uil it-? nni n (f ]niii tl 
teaching with ch 11111 it i iiihcatim, p ls^e^>':f,d an 
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gent 1 11 lit it on of the Angiistan poets On tlio 
■« In k, it 1-. only butw ten lliisiofl and Virgil tlint solid 
groinil for cuiiip irist n eMsts ; and siuli as institute 
tills coiiiparisou will bo coiistruinod to adtiiit Atr 
C'.ninp,toua conclusion, tliit the 'Works and Days' 
as ilistinctlj fitinniLited \ irgil's gtueral conception 
of tlie Go irgioa, as the Idyls of Theotntus tli it of 
his Bucoliia, or tlie Iliid md Odys'n^ tliat of Ins 
^neid Un ertaiiity as to the extent of the fng 
iiientarme s of the nmlcl un loiibtedly lirs a confident 
■verdict upon the cloitiiesa of the copy. Prepertiua 
may hxve liid other and lost works of Hesiod in Lis 
niinds Pie when he wUireised his great contemporary 
as lepeitnig in song the Ascnuan sage's precepts on 
vmo-ciilturc as «ell as forn crops (iii. 36, v. 7"J. Yet 
enough of Jiiect inntatiou survives in the large portion 
of the hrit book of the Georgics (wherein Vitgil 
treads common (fround) to show that, with many 
p lilts of irntrast, ther4,are also inniiy correspondences 
bttuoen the old Boeotian bard and his smoother Roman 
admirer , and that w here Virgil does copy, his copying 
IS \s unequivocal as it is instructive for a study of 
finish and refinement. Each poet takes for his theme 
the same j,lorification of libour" which Dean Meri- 
vd" discerns a^ the chiif lim of the Geot^ics, the 
difference consisting in the honicliiiess of the manner 
of the Gicek poet anl the high polish of that of the 
lioman Lich also recogiiiaes the time of man's 
innocence when this labour was not yet the law 
of his belli,, and the treatniciit by each of the 
mjtb of 1 golden or Satundan age is not an inappro- 
A, c. vol. i.v. H 
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priatc ground on ivhirli to fraco Llicir likpnosa and 
uiilikedc^is. As HukioiI's ]iiissa^'R was not quoteJ in 
out second cliiii)tL'r, its tiUition will 1« furgiven iiero, 
the version selected being tJiat of flli- Elton : — 

" Wlien goils olike nnil mortals rose to birth, 
A golden rate tlie inimortals fornu-d on earth 
Of many-]aii<;iia^'ed men: tlii'y lived of old, 
"When Satum iw-^cA in Leaven, an ajje ..f ^..Id. 
Like ;,™l3 they lived, ■with calm luilroulilid ndnd. 
Free from the toils and anguish of our Ivinil. 
Nor e'er deerepit age luinsliajied their frame, 
The hand's, the foot's pi^oiwrtinna (?till the wime. 
Striin;;er3 to ill, their lives in feasts flosved hy : \ 
Wealthy in flotks ; dear to the blest on bii;h : i 
Dying ihey ssink in sleep, nor seemed to die. J 
TIteirs was each good; (Itt Ufe-m^Uiiiiiiis soil 
Yielded its copious fruits, unbriljed lit/ t'lil. 
T/in/ ^"illi tdiunditni goifis 'mklst t/iiiH binds 
All willing shared t!ie i/atlirn-ing of their luinrh." 
— E. 147-162. 

Virffil does not set himself to reproduce the nivth of 
the metiilic a.,'LS of niaiikini] , liut hiiiuT assuT<>Jly 
tlie orijjinal of the pastioe juot quottd before liim, 
his seen that certain features of it at ■jiaiJable for 
introduction mto his actouiit of Jove a orliiiance of 
labour Hi. di miwes, we shall obs ne, the nahstio 
all isions to tlie sickness, death and decrepit ild aj,'e 
wliith in tilt golden dais nere c n | ii, loiia 1 > thtit 
al)'«iiiec, and (f HJueh H ixllndnii h much These 
a] piiroiitly onlj suggest to him a cjupie of lines, in 
■wliich mortal cares aw made an iiiw'iitive to ivork, 
instead of a destiny to be suucuinhcd lo ; and the death 
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of the boi^y is transferred to t!ie sluggish ktliarsy of 
nature. To quote a very recent tmnslator of thu 
Geor^ics, Mr R D. Blackuiore :— 

" 'Twas Jove who first iiiailii liiialiumlry a plan, 
And care a. whetstone fur tlie wit of man ; 
Nor Buffered lie hia own Uomaiiia to lie 
Asleep in cumbrous old-vxirld htkari/y. 
Ere Jove, the acres owne<l no uiastur swain. 
None durst enclose nor even mark the plain ; 
The to'iiid loas common, aiid the imiliitff land 
MorefravMy gave vntk no one to demnnd." 

— Georg. i. 121-12a 

In the same spirit Virgil, in the second book of the 
Georyics, idealises the scrcuity of a ruiul existence, 
when he says of him who lives it : — 

" W!i;ite\er fruit the brandies and the mend 
Spontaneous bring, he yutheiB for Lis need," 

— Gboi^. ii, 500. 
It is the idea of th is spontaneity of boon nature which he 
lias cau!j;ht fittni llesioJ, as worth transferring ; and tlie 
task is achieved with grace, and without encumhranee. 
In the description of the process of making a plough, 
Virgil appears to copy Hesiod more closely than in the 
above passage ; and if we may accept Dr Daubeny's 
transhitinn of the ]>assage in the Geoi'gics, the accounts 
correspond with a nicety almost incredible, consider- 
ing tlie interval between tho two poets. The curved 
piece of wond (or hurts) of Vii'gil ; the eight-foot 
pole (temo) joined by pins to tlie hiirin (or fjanne, 
as it is called in the soutli of France) ; the brat 
handle (dim) aud the wooden share (dentale), — have 
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all tlioir cnutitiTpiirts in tlm ilirpclions for mnking 
tills impk-iimul t,'i"Ni by Husioii ;— au^l tlic Wr.iua 
author of 'Lei:tiiits on liomiiii Itusbaiidry ' iwusiilera 
that botli thu lluiotiaii am! thu IJuman plough lafiy lie 
i.lentilieil with the little iinjiruveLi Ihraalt [ilouj;!!, Btill 
in iiRG ill the south of Frantc* Tlie stonii-iiii.'e« of 
till! Piirliur poet, again, is obviously prisseiit to tlie 
uiiiiil of tlio graphic improver of it in the Augustan 
A-^i ; thiiuj^h, in place iif one point, the latter niiikos at 
luiist half-a-ilozeu, and wurks up out of Ins pi-L-ilucpssor's 
hints a masterpiece of elahorate descriijtion. It ni.'eil 
sc!ir«e!y Iw remarked, for it must strike every reader of 
these pofta, whetlnT at first liami or sucoml, that Virjil 
ciiiistmcts his "natural calendar" upon the very model 
of flesiod's. He catches the little hints of his model 
with reference to the l.irJ-searer wiio is to fuUow tlia 
pluugli-track ; about the necessity of stripping to plough 
or sow ; about tinn'ng ploughing and aeed-tinio by 
the setting of the I'leiods ; and about divers other 
matters of tlie aanie rural importance. To quit the 
first book of the Georgics, we sec Hesiod's influence 
occasionally exerting itself in the third ; for. A fropua 
of the sharp-toothed dog which Ileaiiiil piv,cribes in 
his ' Works and Days ' (''04, &c.), and would have 
the fariuer feed well, as a protection from the iiight- 
[iroiviing thief, wc find a jiaraUel in Virgil : + — 
" Nor last, nor least, the dogs must have their place ! 
With fattening wliey support tliat honest race : 
Swift Spaitau wlielp^ Molossian iiiaslitfs bold : — 
Witii these patrolling, ftar uot fur tin: fold, 

• Ifum. Husb., 100-102. + Gcors- iii. 403-108. 
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Thoiifili niglilly lliieves and wnh-ts ivoiil.l iain attack, 
And fterce lb>;riaiis ntvOf <^]iiiie tliv luwk." 

~Elad;iiiore, 04, 9u. 

And a lover of Hesiod's simple nmae would be stmck 
again and again, in the penisnl of the four Georgics, 
with expaiisiona of some gerin front the older poet, 
ealeulatwl to make him appreciate more thoroughly the 
genius of both the original and the imitator. The 
landmarks and framework, as it were, of both, are the 
risiugs and settings of stai-s, the migrations of birds, 
and so forth ; and though with Hesiod it was sim- 
plicity and natui'e that prompted bim to avail himself 
of these, it is no small complinient that Vii^dl saw 
their ai>titud6 for transference, and turned what was 
so spontaneous and unstudied to the purposes of ait 
and culture. It is no fault, by the way, of Virgil, 
that he has not reproduced more fully and faithfidly 
Hesiod's catalogue of " Lucky and Unhicky Days," at 
the end of his poem. The original is obscure and 
ambiguous. Virgil has caught all the transmutable 
matter ia his passage of the first Georgic* 

As has been already said, when we have done with 
Viiyil the resemblances of his successors and imitators 
to Hesiod are very feint and indistinct. To pass to 
our own poetry, it is natural to inquire. Have we 
aught of a kindrcit character and scope, that can claim 
to be accounted in any degree akin to Hesiod's ' "VVoiks 
and Days'? It need hardly he said that there is not 
a shadow of reseiuhlanco biitween liiiu and Darwin, 

- V. 270-286. 
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of the compositions of tlie Augustan period of Engliali 
literature. " AVe liavo had," says Mr Coningt'in, in 
Lis introduction to the Georgics, "Essays ou Satire, 
Essays on unnatural Flights in Poetry, Essays on 
translated Ytrsu, Eissays on Criticism, J^says on JIan, 
Alts of preserving Health, Aits of I'aiicing, and even 
Arts of Cookei-y ; the Chase, the Fleece, anil the 
Sugar-cane." l!ut, with his nsuid cleai'-sightedntss, 
the lute Oxfonl Prnfessor of Latin saw that all these 
liave grasped simply the form, and let go the spirit, of 
their model The real parallel is to lie found between 
the Ascrrean farmer - poet anil the quaint shrewd 
" British Varro " of the sixteenth century— 

"Wl n U tl iH> t n 1 b — 

Tl T tl tl h se fi 

1 d 1 p t li f tl 1 p [ 

t f th oill d se 1 rt q t 

tl th I Jy f ill dp. t t y 

f ^ If I 11 es 1 1 t d 

d se 1 th J 1 t tl t rs nhi h 

y J 1 ra t t s, 1 ly H d 

1 1 d 1 f I t t f 

f p 1 f tl ( f St I 1 
adN hcathll) ditl &filkg/i a 
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libera] ly-educate J scholar witlial for Jiis day, thisTussor 
possessed several qiialiti cations for tho wiik of our 
" Kitgliali Hesioil." Uut unlike, so far as we know, the 
fethfir of didactic poetry, neither Lis faiiuing nor 
his poetry brought him success or profit; and. liis own 
generation regarded hiia as one who, with " the gift 
of sharpening others by his advice of wit," combinwl 
an inaptitude to thrive in his own person. He was 
born in 15^3, and died in 1580. His 'five Hundred 
Points of Good Husbandry ' was printed in 1557; and 
no one will giiinsay, after perusal of them, tlie opinion 
that ' tl I f D T!i a8"\\arton,*"tbisoid 

E lisl tn li m 1 f the simplicity of 

H d tl f tl 1 f V rgil." Homely, 

q t 1 lull f b t 1 matter is curiously 

k to tl f th Id 1 ffi t ft a due allowance 

f tl Id d wl 1 the manner and 

measures are Tusser's own, and notable, not indeed as 
bearing any resemblance to the Hesiodic hexameters, 
but for a facility and variety consistent with the 
author's musical attainment*, which are demonstrated 
in his use^indeed it may be hia invention— -of more 
than one popular English metra 

Although Tusser was indebted ta Eton and King's 
College for his education, we have no reason to 
suppose that he had such acquaintance with Hesiod 
as could have suggested the shape and scope of his 
poem. It is better to attrilmte the coincidence of 
form to tlie practical turn and homely bent of the 
muse of each. That there is such coincidence will 
* Hiatorj of Englisli Poetiy, iii. 2S3.3I0. 
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I 1 1 lit to tl p t c- 1 1 t1 1 II irvaTigMiienl; 

ly mwitl s ai I 1 \ ns tlic cm I as t^ thrift 

aiil good ecoiidij tlie om to t wtUordcrtil hovise, 
ever anl anon provoke compiiison "Wiirtoii, in- 
dte 1 li\ I &lip of the 1 en iknies t!ie Ln^lish Tlcsiixi 
tho versitility which miul^ea mi Illusions and invo- 
cation'! an 1 overs that Ceres and P ii are not once 
naniul by lu^str 1 it m an intro iuction to hia 
boi>k mij be founl at once 3 lefntation of this not 
V ry serious chir e in] ■«hit Vr, pcihips more to 
the point a proft un of tl f. tuth i a juirpose in tlie 
■\ lume, which hxa Piititled hiin to a plice of Iiononr 
ainongcaiij Ei j,li&h ( oeta lie iiiiti,^ as follows : — 
" Tliongh fence wcil kept is oi c ^^ \ \ (jiiit, 

And tilth well done in season ihiu ; 
Yet needing eulve, in lima t' aiiniiit, 
Is all in all, and needl'ul true : 
As lor the rt'st. 
Thus Ihiiik I best. 
As friend dutli gui'st, 
With hand in hiind to lead thee forth 

To Ceres' camp, there to behold 

A thousand things as richly noi'th 

Aa any pearl is worthy gold." 

— Sfavor's Tuaser, siii. 
In the body of the work, expressions, sentinientfl, and 
aage counsels again and again remind na of Htsiod's 
lecturea to I'erses. The lesson tliat " 'tis ill sparing 
the ]ii|nor at the bottom of the cask " reappears in snth 
stanzas aa — 

" Son, think not tiiy mmiey purse-liottom to burn. 
But keep it for pruUt to serve thiue own turn : 
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A fool and hU money lie soon at d.Oiiite, 
WHcli uftiir, wilh sorrow, repents him too l;ite." 



" Some spareth too late, and a number with hiin — 
The fool at the hottorn, tlie wise at tlie brim : 
Who caiuth nor apareth till siwiit !ie hath all, 
Of bobhing, not robbing, he catcM Le shall," 



At the same time he commends, quite in Hesioii'a 
style, a prudent avoidan^a of tlie law-courts ; — - 

" Leave princes' affairs unrleacanteJ on. 
And tend to BUth duinj,'S as standi thee npon, 
Ftar God, and offend not the i>riiice nor bis Jaws, 
Aud keep thyself out of the magistrate's claws." 



Quite in Itesiod's groove, too, is Tusaer's opinion about 
borrowing and lending; and liis adagial way of dis- 
couraging the claims of relations and connections to a 
share in our farm profits savours curiously of the coun- 
sel of the ' Works and Days : ' — 

" Be pinched by lending for kiffe nor for kin, 
Nor also by spending, by such as come in : 
Nor put to tidne hand betwixt hark and the tree. 
Lest through thine own folly so pinched thou be. 
Aa lending to neighbour in time of his need 
Wins love of thy neighbour, an<l credit doth breed ; 
So never to crave, but to live of thine own, 
Brings comforts a thousand, to many unknown." 

— xxvii. 30, 31. 
We have seen, too, how Hesiod makes a point of pre 
Bcribing very strictly the staff which a farmer may 
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a to a t too 1 li a I e i ti 

1 >* r 1 tl n i f tl e I LL t f er 

}. t J to tl full o 1 1 nt f 1 da in 1 da ry 
h 1 t tl e s] nt of tl e f llo Y „ t z.i a m 
e\ c tw]^ g til tl e tone of the elJ Iki xl — 
Dei U n t f !■ plefi r t ho e t 1. 1 
L t 1 r^t 1 u f p re 1 tl e lu -ep , 
Anil Jiinkia aiiil JHntjykin cozi-n thee so, 
To make thee repent it ore jear about go." 

It might be shown by other quotations that Tusser, 
like Hesiod, attaches due importance to the perform- 
ance of religious cerenioiiies, ami inculcates in iitting 
liiiiyuage seiisonalile oiferiiiga of thankfulness to a liouu- 
teons Providence; ; tliat lie ujiholds weil-tinied liofpi- 
tiility, ami coninifiiils a principle of liberality towanls 
man or beast, if they deserve it Of course, too, even 
in his shrewd honiulineas, lie doea not bo entirely as 
Hesiod calculate his hospitalities and liberalities with 
a sole eye to getting a, quidj)ro quo. But it is perhaps 
more to the purpose to cite a few additional stanzas of 
Tusser's "Advice to Husbandmen," accrding to tlio 
seisoii or month with i stmy verse (r two \^li(,h 
nrntjiis muf > I may serio to show that the eiiiit 
of Timer i\is in LiFcct the same whidi minute I 
Hfeiol s «!»> tcitni 1 efor Inn Ihii quatnin 
fi 111 D<.cii)i!t s Husbdiidiy is an ol vi us pxrollel 
tj ln„in iiitU - 

\ ke f I. nnl uoh other let I hff p\ it 
And gdtl r tile aam , as hx, watkcth ihout 
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And after, at leisure, let this be hia hire, 
To l/eat/t tlieiii iiiiil trim them at honie by the fire."* 
—L\. 9. 

Here again, in " June's Husbandry," is good provision 

for liay-making and hauling : — 

" Provide of thine own to have all things at hand, 
Lest work and the workman unoctujiieil stand : 
Love siihloin to borrow, thiit thinkust to save, 
Fur he that oa-ze lendeth twice looketh to have. 
Let cart be widl searched withont and within, 
Well doiited and {;rea9ed, ere hay-time begin : 
Thy hay biding carried, though ciirter haU swora. 
Cart's bottom well boarUud is saving of com." 

—p. lea 

And here sound practit^ counsel (sadly neglected too 
often) for insuring a safe corn -harvest : — 

" Mjtke suer of reapers, get harvest in hand ; 
The coin tliitt is ripe doth but shi'il as it stand. 
Be thankful to God tui His l)enefits sent, 
And willing to sava it by huiicst intent." 

—p. 182. 
One would have liked to be aljle to think tliat so 
sound a counsellor had made a better trade of furniing 
than lie seems to liave done. His ideiis of being him- 
seH captain of every muster of his bands (p. 169), of 
encouraging them by extra wages at time of stress, and 
indeed all his suggestive hints, are fre^li and pertinent 
even at tliis latter day ; and if Thomas Tusser were 
more read, he would not fail of being oftcner quoted. 
* To JaiWi or iath h to sot green wood by the lieat of a iire. 
—Norfolk aiLd Suflolk Dialact 
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Thus doing, with ahvay eiich lielp as tliey Ciin, 
Thou wmnest the praise of the labouiiiig maii." 

—p. 188. 

But, to complete our parallel with Ilesiod, Tiisser 
lias his descriptions of the winds and jilaneta ; is alive 
to the wisdom uf the " farm and fruit of old," as well 
as of the improved courses of lm»bandry in his own 
day : and if he now and then strikes out paths which 
hiive no jtar.dlel in Hesiod, even in such eases the 
homeliness and nuivde of his counsel Siivoiirs of the 
ancient poet in whose footsteps he ao distinctly treads. 
Tlioiigh the domestic fowl does not figure in the 
'Worlis ami Days,' and the domestic cat is equally 
unmentioncd hy the Boeotian didactic poet, the follow- 
ing mention of them both by Tusser reminds us of his 
practical economic views, and would not have Iwen 
deemcil by him beneath the di'Tuity of the subject, 
had poultry and mousers aSi,eited the importance in 
(Jd days « hicli they now demand : — 

" To rear up mueli poidtrv and want the liarn door 
Is wfiu;jht fur tlie piiultor, and woisu for the \'imx ; 
So now to keep liogs, and to starve tliwii for meat, 
la as to keep dogs for to bawl in the street. 
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As cat, a good moiiser, is needful in hoii'^e, 
EwiuiSB Ifir lia- cuiiiiiioiis shu killBtli tile mouse ; 
Sif lavt-iiiiii^ uiirs, as a. many do kce]), 
Mulus iiia;iU:r wuut uieat, aud liU dof,' to kill slieep." 
—p. 48, 49. 

Dr Tliomas Warton, indeed, was disposed to reganl 
Xusser ns tlie mere rude beginner of wliitt Maaon jior- 
fcctod in liis ' Eiiglisli Giiitleii ; ' l)ut it is a reasonable 
mattur of taste wlietlier the latter work at all comes up 
to tlie fonner in aught save an elegance bordering on 
affectation ; and ceitiiinly there ia nothing in Mason to 
suggest the fiuntest comparison with Hesiod's didactic 
poeni. TuRser'a work is probably its closest parallel 
in all the intervening ages. 

It remains to inquire whether Hesiod's 'Tlieogony' 
has found with posterity as close an imitator as the work 
on which we have been dwelling. Lut tliis cjnestion 
is easily answered in the negative. The attempts of 
the so-called Orpliic poets — the most considerable of 
whom were Cercops, a Pythagorean, and Onomacritns, 
a contemporary of the Pisistratids — to improve on the 
elder theogoniea and cosmogonies, can liardly be men- 
tioned in this eategorj', being more mystical than 
mythical, and in the nature of refinements and ab- 
stractions, higher than the Hesiodic chaos. Hor, 
though full of mytliologic learning even to cumhrous- 
ness, can the five liymns of the Alexandrian Callima- 
chus be said to have aught of resemblance to the 
venerable system of Greek thec^onies, which owes its 
promulgation to the genius of Hesiod, Studied and 
laboured to a fault, the legends which he connects 
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with tlie siilijccts of oacli liyniii 
triuked out witli jioetie dwices viify aiieii to tlio more 
direct muse of Hesuid ; and tliou<,'li Calliiiiatlius jno- 
fessea to record tiie speeches ul' Zeus and Artemis, jiiid 
to divine the thoughts mid feelings tiiat aiiiuiutu tlm 
OIjm]iiaiis, his raiders cntmot help feeling that iie 
Licka the " afflatus " in which Hesiod iiuplicitly helifived, 
and which, though it suited the sceptical l.uciau to 
twit as assumed, and unattended by results, certjiiiily 
imparts an air of earnestness to his poctiy.* Further- 
more—and this is the plainest note of difference— -the 
liymiis of Cullimuchus have little or no 2)reteii(;e to be 
" genealogies,"- — a form of poetry, to say the tnitli, not 
Bufliciently attractive to please an advauced stiige of 
literary cultivation, and a form, too, tjjat lacks any 
meniorahle iniitiition in Latin jiuetrj'. Xo glance at 
our own poetic literature, the nearest approach to the 
form and scope of tlie ' Theogony ' is to he found, it 
strikes us, in Drayton's ' Polyolbion,' a poem charac- 
terised by the same endeavour to systematise a vast 
mass of information, and to geiiealogise, so to speak, 
the Dvitisli hills, and woods, and rivei'S, which are 
personified in it. 

Drayton, it cannot he denied, has infinitely more 
fancy, and lightens the burden of his accumulated 
detail by much greater liveliness and idealism ; jet it 
is impossible not to be struck also with his enumeration 
of the streams and ntountuins of a given district, each 
invested with a personality, each for the nonce regarded 
as of kin to its fellow, as a singular revivid of Hesiod's 
• Uialogue betiveeu LneiiiLi and Hesiod, i. 35. 
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method in his ' Theogoiiy ; ' a rcvivnl, to judge from a 
passage in liia first song, surely not uneksigtied:— ^ 

"Ye aacred bard<i, that to your harps' melodious strings 
Sunj; the ancient herots' deeds (the uioniimentB of kings). 
And in yotir drea<lful verse engraved the prophecies, 
The aged worliits descents, ami gpnealiui^ ! 
If aa those Druids tanglit, which kept the British rites 
And dwelt in darksome cavts, tliere counselling with 

(But their opinion failed, hy error led away. 

As since clear truth hi\t1i showed to their posterity), 

Wiien Iheee our souls hy death our boilies do foi'sake. 

They instantly again do otlier boilies take ; 

I could have wished your spirita redouhied in my breast. 

To give my verse applause to time's eternal rest." 

—Polyolh., Song i. 30-42. 

Onr theory of a conscious reference to Hesiod's 
' Theogony ' by Drayton depends on the fourth verso 
of this extract; hut, independently of this, almost any 
page in the 'Polyolbion' would furnish one or more 
illustrations of genealogism curiously Hesiodic. We 
niiglit cite the rivets of Monmouth, Brecon, and 
Glamoi^an, in the fourth song, or the Herefordshire 
streams in the seventh ; but lengthy citations are im- 
possible, and short cxtraots will ill represent the like- 
ness which a wider comparison would confirm. In 
Pope's "Windsor Forest," the enume,ration of the " sea- 
born brothers " of Old Father Tljames, from " winding 
Isis " to " silent Dareut," 

"Who swell with tiibutary uras liis ilood," 
is indubitably a leaf out of Drayton's book, and so 
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iiiiiirectly a tribiitii t(i Hi'siml. "Diirwin's ' Botaaie 
GanJeii,' iiiul the ' Loves of the Pliiiits,' iiffect indeed 
tlie fteiiesis of iiyiii]ihs and Rjliihs, of frnoiues and 
salaniiinders ; but Iho funcifvil [iiwade of these, amidst 
a crowd of metapliors, tropes, and descriptions, Ijaa 
Dcjthiiig ill it to rcniiitd us of Husiod'a ' Theoyony,' 
uidvis it be a more tedious miiiutt^iiess, and an exiig- 
^T!Kit(!d affectation of allegoric system. lo tntlli, 
liowever, llesiod's ' Tlieogoiiy ' is a work of whieli 
this or that side may be susceptible of {)aralli^l, but to 
wliicli, in its own kind, and taken as a wliole, none 
like nor second lias arisen. 

The 'Shield' and the Tnigmonts' are of too doubt- 
ful authorsliip to call for the reflected li<,dit of parallel- 
ism ; and so our liink of layinL; before the reader a 
ski-teh of the life, works, and aftt^i'-iniluence of the 
j\sM'ai;Lii poi;t is compkted. 
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CHAPTER I. 



With tJie life of Hi^siod politics liave !iUI(^ or no con- 
nection ; in tbat of Thwiyiiis we find tlieiii playing an 
essential inseparable jart. And it ia curious that tlie 
very feature whjuli botli poets liave in oonimoi!, tlicir 
subjectivity, is that which iiittoduces us to this jwint of 
contrast aod token of tlie ancient world's advaucoment 
— namely, tliat whereas Hesiod's political status is so 
uniinport-ant as to Ins overloolioi! evenbyiiioiselfi with 
Theognis it occupies more space ifi his ekyiea tbanhia 
Boeial relations or his religious opinions. In. fact, his 
I>ersoual and politiaU. life are so jnterniised, tliat the 
int^mal evidence as to both must be coflecled iu ono 
skein, and cannot be separately unwound, unless at the 
risk of missing somewhat of the interest of his remains, 
which, consists chiefly in tlie i)ersoua]ity of the poet 
It is true tliat later Greek writers regarded TheogniB 
A. 0. vol. XV. I 
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UUIiii.xnus mi i| nlln i, , m il ,mc \ i^ , .u d 
■wjull i.i>] ilh lino 1 .11 1 ith toiGci^msearij tli 
nieiit ill liH [lottrj itl loli ^i n pci^oiiil ot ]iiiiit(il to 
inrhciihr tiiiits ml ■situations , ^ et it is now iully 
i«t lUislieil tint Le n 13 one of tlio '-ime '.Liticii il 
]wets iiitli L ilhniis r^rtiiiii S )lon, and PLocj llltlci, 
all ut ■wliuiii »\ ulul tliciii-^Lhcs ci a ftrm of ■veifcihta 
tioii, tlie (iigiml luiictioii of iilmh mis pi ol ably to 
expie s iiijdnifii] stntl!lleIlt^, to iiispiii, tliiir country 
mtn ■with, tlitii own fidin^^ a& to the stinmg theinoa 
of W1I and pitnoti'-m of politic, a^d of lue ^\ tth 
llieo^iilS it )S tk ir tliat tlio tk^-y waa % ■son, or puem 
6ung it IjuinuLth or ^jniiosii aftii the 111 ition and 
kotwecn Ike jmiscs ot ihinkin^' io the sound of the 
flute, and, luith iiiicre that it n r iddic> td not is 
elsewlicii to tlic c, nijjiny it lar^c, but to i "iii^jle 
guiBt Manj Ru h ile^ies were composed Ij Liii to 
fijcnds itid boon coni[ iriion'!, is inij ke iiiftrrtd fiuni 
kis reiiiaiii'' iiid fiom tke Indilion which surMve'', 
that he^\lote an tle^y to the bRiliaii Mcgainn^ on 
Ihiir escape fiom tke siege oi thtir i,it\ by (ilIou 
(483 B c ) , but oning to the partiihty of a later age 
lo tl e n ms d moral sent me ts tk k 1 tl e e 
ele^ e e inter perse lad whi b a? e lea i 
Xenojl a d I oc-nt e ael tl r 1 for 

ed e t li pj&t 1] 1 1 1 1 llej t J of 

Tlei„ In I nt Iketl „nl 

forn II ft a. a 1 ndVo k of m i s fw SI ke 
sjiea e Ike nud tedailulo lie el 

pi 3 1! k t tl e (_ u I tor \\ 1 k r and to 
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the ingonioiis "restitution" of Iltioliham Frere, the 
origiiiiil type of tliese poema has houn approximately 
reiiliseii, and we are able, in a groat measure, to con- 
nect the assorted Jinks into a consistent and persona] 
autohiogmphy. For the dwirer apjn'Dhcnsion of this, it 
seems best to give a very brief sketch of the political 
conditioa of tlie poet's couiitiy at the time he flourished, 
and then to divide our notice of himself and hia works 
into three epochs, deiined and marked out by circiun- 
stances whicli gravely influenced his career and tone of 
tliought. 

TIio poet's fatlierland, the Grecian, not Sicilian, 
Megara, after asserting its independence of Corinth, of 
which it ]]ad Leon a colony, fell under the sway of a 
Dorii; noljjlity, which ndeil it ill right of descent and 
of Liiiiled estates. But before tho legislation of Solon, 
The^'enes, the fathe^iu-Iaw of Gelon, had become 
tyrant or despot of Megara, like CypsGlus and Periander 
at Corinth, by feigned adojition of the popular cause. 
His ascendancy was about n.c. C3O-G0O, and ;ipon hia 
overthrow the aristoci'atio oligaithy again got the upper 
hand for a hriof space, until the conunons rose against 
them, and eucceeiled in establinliing a democracy of 
such anarchical tendency and character, that it was not 
long ere the expelled nobles were reinstated. The 
elegies of Theognis, who was born about 570 b.c, date 
from about the begioning of the dumocnttic rule, and, 
as he belonged to the aristocracy, deplore llie sufferings 
of his party, and the spoliation of their temples and 
dwellings by the poor, who no longer paid the interest 
of their debts. Frequent iTifereuce will be found in 
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]us jioutry to viiiL'iit ileiiiocrafic nit!asui'i>s, siioli as tlio 
ailoptioii of tlio pci-iiisei, ox cul ti\'n tors- without- jioliticil- 
riglita, into tlie sovGroign coniiiiunity ; oiid, as niiglit 
ij« iniRgiiieil, in the case of one wlio was of tlio IjfHt 
blood and oldest stock, he constantly uses the term "the 
good" lis a synoiiym for " tlie iiohles," whilst the " hml 
and base" is his habitual expression to (5enotc " the 
coniinonaltj." In Ins jMint of view nothing brave 
and honourable wns to be looked for from the latter, 
M-hilst uotliiny that was not so could possibly attach 
to the former. This distinction is a key to the due 
interpretation of his more political potnis, and it ac- 
counts fur much that strikes the rciuler as a hurtful 
and inexpedient pixyudite on tlie p;ii-t of llie poefc. 
I'or some time he would appear to have striven to 
pveserve a neutrality, for which, as was to be expected, 
ho got no ci-odit from either side ; but at last, whilst 
he was absent on a sea voyage, the "bad rich" le- 
sorted to a confiscation of his ancestral property, with 
an eye to redistribution among the coninions. From 
this time forward lie is foimd engiiged in constant com- 
munications with Cyrmis, a young noble, who was 
evidently looked to as tlie coming man and saviour of 
his party j but the conspiracy, long in brewing', seems 
oidy to have come to a head to be summarily crushed, 
and the result is that Theoguis has to retire ijito exile 
in Eubcea, Thebes, and Syracuse in succession. How 
he maintained bicisclf in these places of refuge, turn- 
ing his talents to account, aud holding jirotty staunch- 
ly to his principles, until a seasonable aid to the popu- 
lar cause at the hist-namud sojourn, and a still iiioro 
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s <iOiiable I to ll f tl 1 P ^ 

11 e J ta 1 Jl io M 11 Ix. tl 

ac t e p 1 OS to n ut tl o Inst \ 1 of 1 1 fe 
1 h s su] I I to 1 ve l-kt I 1 11 bej tl 4H() u c 
as he 1 st tl^ t vo \\o. o rel t& to the ii &t t t^ 
r^of1^[l Tl 11 son 11 t He di iles t«lf to 
the 1 od uf 1 a J tl n I jr 1 s stat Is 
clo 1p I fo t m at hon e dlult, d a&oe 
ex 1 llie n Ter of this cl pt r 11 ser e foi a 
glj ce at tlie ti st penod 

Thit u poet ■oas of noble 1 iitl n 1 e nfer 1 
from tha co fil e with »! b r jlj to an 
1 „ ty p t pou 1 a m i c 1 t II be to i I 
e shall refer n I o ■se 1 as. rts h s de c t 
from noble 1 tl on as if the erj n e t on of the 
nan e wo Id p o e his rank to 1 '' co te pun a inX 
in tl e fi t fra^ uent (a c r 1 n to tl e inge 
cl r nol ^ ca! arr j,ntoil ll'we follon 

tbro%! o t) XI eo„ fo I n tl e 1 pj 1 y of p o 

*i tj I raj p Z 9 1 1 \i llo ti o 1 U patro i 
of 1 10 full rlml to pre erve 1 jouth 

"P f o nlle jl 1 11) tl 1 nlll 

111 joyous easy jeara of peace and beallli. 
Interpreting this language by its contest, we learn 
that bis ideal of joyous jeiiia was to freqiiont the ban- 
quets of Lis own class, anil take his pait in sougH 
accompanied by the flute or lyre, — 

" To revel with the pijie, to cliant and siiLg — 

Tbis also is a most J.^lifrhtful thing. 

Give ma but ease ami pleasure ! what care I 

For leputiiticin or Jor property ? " — (F.) 
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lint we aro not tu siipjioso tliat suuli Lmguaye as the 
last couplet wore so lUHiilL the ex[irusaioii of his serious 
moods as of a y:iiety Tendered recltlesa liy potations 
sucli as, we ate c)blij,'i:il to coiifi'ss, li,*nt a not itifrecjuent 
inspiration to his poetry. Tliengiiis is, acconling to 
Lis own theory, quite en riffle wliea he retires from a 
hauquet 

" Not alisolutely drunk nor,sol>er quite." 
III. gilorif! in a ^titt w] ich he evinL'^ats b) a Guck 
wonl, winch stems to m( m that of htiiig fortified or 
stcekd «ith wmt, an nonical anmn„' a^'miit the cares 
of life to wluch ho '<aw no shame lu iLiortin,' A.iid 
ptilnps too nnphut fridtiree is not to be „'i\in to the 
profc'^iona of indiifeiLnce to nnltli and thancter 
which nre madt, 1^ i poet who cm itdise iir Mise 
such 111 cxpein 11 p la IS poitiajed m tl l frioiuLiit 
wo arc about t j cite — 

"Mvlnm^KW-i luzi, ^iliiiled and o^cithi nil 
IVitli wine ; my Bciisea are no iiioiii my onn. 
Tlio ceiling and the walls are wlici'ling round !* 
But let me try ! perhaps my feet are sound. 
Ltt me retire with my runiiiiuiii!:; sense, 
Forfearofidlelaiyuayi^andollonce."— (F.) 

In his more sober moments the poet could appreciate 

• Juvi'nal, in Satii-e vi. 477-479, descrilies diinkin^diuuls 
in imperial Rnme jiruloiiguil — 

" Till iDUHd .iiiil raiiml the di77V rliamlier? roll, 
Till double lainps iijiOH the tji'lile Hn/.e, 
And Btujior blinds tlie uiidisctiiiin^ sii'.fi." 

— HqJ^iou, 107. 
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pursuits more conf,pniiil fo his Yocation am! intelk'C- 
tual cultmiion as vf seen in liis ajipArently early 
tliJiot for kuOHleJ^e nnd ili^coieiy that such thirst 
(loe9 not admit ot thorough satisf ictiou : — - 

"Learning and wealth the viiae anU wtil'l fini \ 
Inadequate to ^tisfy the mind — > 

A craving eagerness remains behind ) 

Something is left for vrhicl] we cannot rest, J 

And the last something Always seems the tie^t — > 
Sometliingunknowii,orsomethingunpo°se t — (F)) 

One who could give vent to such a sentiment may be 
supposed to have laid up in joutli a store of the b bt 
learning attainable ; and the bent of his talents, v, hich 
was towards vocal and instrumental musie and com- 
position of elegies, was so si'jcessfuUy followed that in 
time of need he was able to turn it U lULius of sub- 
sistence. Indeed, that lie knew what was really the 
real secret of success iu a concert oi a feast is seen 
iu a remark which he addressed to a certain Si: loni les 
(whom there is no reason to identify with the famous 
poet), reco;j)mending 

" Inoffensive, easy merriment. 
Like a good concert, keeping time and measure ; 
Such entertainments give tlie truest pleasure."— (F.) 

But if the poet was able to preserve the health 
which he besought the gods to grant hiiu, in spite of 
wiiat we should call bard living, there are hints in his 
poetry tliat the "peace" which be coupled with it did 
not bless him uninterruptedly. In one of his earlier 
el^jiac fragments there is a bi.it of a youthful passion, 
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brokuti oir by him in liilterness at the Megarian flirt'a 
" love fur every one." Sudi, at least, seems to lie the 
interjU'etiitiim of four liiies which may be cl(jsely mn- 

" While only I quaffed yonder secret spiing, 
'Twiis clear and sweet to my im;4,'ii[ini,'. 
'Tia ttnbiil now. Of it no more I drink, 
But hany o'er other stream or river-briiili." — (D.) 

He was iletermined, it seems, to be more iliscursive in 
his admiration for the future. How that plan suc- 
ceeded does not ajipear, though in several passages he 
arrogates to himself ;i degree of experience as regards 
women, and mateh-making, and the like. In the end 
we have liis woi'd for it, that ho proved his own 
maxim, — 

" Of all good things in human life, 
Notliing tan equal fiondiifss in a wife." — (F.) 
But this could not hai e been tdl long after he had 
suffi.red rejection ot his amt for a damsel whose 
parents prefLtied a worse min — le i plebeian — and 
lioil cimed on secret leUticna with her aftt* hex 
' matmg to a clown Hls own ai, oiint of this is 
curious as its opening shows that be \LUted hig 
chagrin on himself — 

" Wine I forswear since at in j lulinnESide 
A meaner man has bought the right to bide. 
Poor cheer for me ! To aate her parents' thirst 
She seeks the well, and anie her heart will burst 
In weeping for my love and lot accurst. 
I meet iier, claap her neck, her lips I kiss, 
And tiioy responsive gently n 
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* A fair Imt luckless girl, my lot has been 
To well perforce the meanest of the mean. 
Oft have I longed to burst the reins, and Hee 
Fnmi halet'ui yoke to freedom, love, and thee." 

Perhaps, on the whole, he had no great reason to 
speak well of the sex, for in one place, as if he lookeil 
upon marriage, like friendship, as a lottery, he moralises 
to the effect — 

" That men's and womca's hearts yoii cannot try 
Beforehand, like the eattle which yoii buy; 
Nor human wit and wisdom, when you treat j 
For such a pnrehase, can escape deceit : , ' 

Fancy betrays ua, and assists the cheat." — (F.) ) 

But, if his witness is true, niercemiry parents were as 
common of old as in our own day. He was led, both 
by liis exclusivenesa as an aristocrat, and his impa- 
tience of a mere mouey-standarii of worth, to a disgust 



" The daily marriages we make, 
Where price is everything ; for money's sake 
Men marry ; women are in marri^e given. 
The churl or ruffian that in wealth lias thriven 
May match his offspring with the proudest race ; 
Thus everytliing is mixt, noble and base ! " — (F.) 

And that he did ponder the regeneration of society, 
and strive to fathom the depths of the education ques- 
tion agitated in the old world, we Imow from a passage 
in his el^ies, which, though we have no clue to tlie 
time he wrote it, deserves to be given in this place, 
both as connected with his notion?; about birth, and as 
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a'^itofl to till pi^si^ps hIirIi lin( L .1 u-. to picture 



"Torenratliil,! i , i > 1 if 1 .ti L,h 
Mollh^ll.l III MM I I 11 Hi-h; 

Tu make tin hi I il „o()d, 

Unit suLnii I I I t lotl 

The ioii= of ] 1 111 I 1 il il 1 lit 
Coulil reniuh a jili\li l jiiiI iiilKi 1 heart, 
Mi^ht eim enoniiom »agei ' But ni fact 
Thi miiid IS not (.omponndeil and comjiiot 
01 pui-i [it ami txaiiiple , hiinii»n ait 
In luiiii 111 11 itiire baa no shirc or pait 

II iti il 1 [ Mn tlic fear of Bhame anil 'iin, 
\u iliMi nf iiilui ^iiinlli iiiit „uftiam; 

r I I illi I II III iiii^ht correct 

III ii I 1 Uilea: 
A\ ,1 1 I I i till, ) 
Ni 1 m . 1 liL I 1 null, kill \ 
OuiiLt-tilj thL ill-. lull urtLe«iir— (F.)) 

Not often, however, despite' liis aenteHtiousness, which 

' his been thp caiiBO of his metamorphose liy posterity 

to 1 CO n r of maxima for the use of scliools and the 

atr ct ot 1 f and morals, does Theognis muso in 

i a stri of s^i-i'ra=iie.=vi. Ofr::er far liis vein ia 

1 1 1 a 1 "Uj as when he inaltes reaily for a feast, 

It] f e ft'e not mistaken, was destined to take 

most of the remamder of liis " solid day." 

" Now that in mid career, checkin;; his force. 
Till! l>riiiiit sun pauses in Iiis pride and force, 
Let ns prepare to dine ; atid eat and diiiik 
The best of everything that heart can think : 
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And 1ft the shapely Si^artan damsel fiur \ 

Bring with a roundeil arm and graceful air > 

Water to wasli, and garlands for oiir hair : ) 

In spite of all the systems and the rules 

Invented and observed Ijy sickly fools, 

Let ns be brave, and resolutely drink ; 

Not minding if the ]!)og-star rise or sink." — (!F.) 

A very pretty vignette might be maile of this, or of a 
kindred fragment that seems to belong to his later 
days. And to toll the truth, the poet's rule seema to 
have been that you should. " live while you may." 
Whether, as has been surmised by Mr Fi-ere, he refers 
to the catastrophe of Hipparclius or not, the four lines 
which follow indicate Thooguis's conviction that 
everything is fated,— a conviction very conducive to 
enjoyment of the passing liour. ' Let us eat and drink, 
for to-morrow we die ' : — 

" No costly sacrifice nor offerings given 
Can i;hange the purpose of the pn\vc;r5* of Heaven ; 
Whatever Fate ordains, danger or hurt, 
Or death predestined, nothing can avert." — (P.) 

This conviction, no doubt, to a gi'cat degree influenced 
the poet's indifference to the honours of a pompous 
funeral, for which, considering hia birth and traditions, 
be might have cherished a weakness. But his tone of 
mind, we see, was such that he could anticipate no 
satisfaction from " hat-bands and scarves," or what- 
ever else in hia day represented handsome obsequies. 
When some great chijf, perhaps a tyrant, perhaps one 
of the heads of his party at Megara, was to be borne to 
his long home with a solemn pageant, Theo^mia has 
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mind to trike a [lart in it, iind expi'esscs liis reasons 
lanjjiiage wherein the Epicuiean vein is no less 
than t]ie touching coiiimnn-sense ; — 

"I envy not these aumptnoua ohscquies, 
The stately car, the pnqile caaopiea ; 
Miidt better pie-ised am I, remaining here, 
With cheaper eiiiiipsif,^ and better cheer. 
A couch of thonia, or an embroidered bed, 
Are iiuittera of indilference to the dead." — (F.) 

Tliis olil-world expression of the common-place that 
the grave levels all distinctions is not unlike, save that 
it lacks the similitude of life to a i-ivor, tlie stanzas on 
" Man's Life," by a Spanish poet, Don Jorge Mauiique, 
trauslateil by Longfellow ;— 

"Our lives are riverp, gliding free 
To that luifathonied boundless sea, 
Tlie silent grave ! 
Thither all eiUtliy pomp and Ihiast 
Boll to be swallowed up and lost 
In one dark wave. 
Tliitlier the mighty torrents stray : 
Thitlier the brook pursues its way ; 
And thikling rill. 
There all are equal : side by side, 
The poor man and the son of pride 
Lie calm and still." 

Hut before Theogiiis could give proof of tlii.i levelling 
change, ho had a stormy career to fiillil, as wo shall 
find ill the next chapter. 
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From the iu distinctness of our knowledge as to tho 
sequence of events in Megara, it is impossiljle tn fix 
tlie point of time when Tlicognis "began to he a politi- 
cal plotter ; T>ut as, during the whole of his mature 
life, his jiarty was in opposition, it will he enough to 
trace the adverse influence of the dominant democracy 
upon his career till it terminnteil in exile. We have 
seen that he was a member of a cluh composed of 
exclusive and aristocTatic members, meeting ostensibly 
for feasting and good-fellowship, but really, as their 
designation " tlie good " — in a sense already explained 
— clearly indicattd, desif,Tied and pledged to cherish 
the traditions of a constitution to which they were 
devoted, and which for the tim.e being ivaa suffering 

Of tliia club a certain Simonides was president, one 
Onouiaciitus a boon- companion, and Cyrnus, to whom 
are addmssed some two-tliirJs of the extant verses of 
Theognis, a younger niemher, of ivhom, politically, the 
greatest things wore expected. Tliough its soirees seem 
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to liave bocii often noisy ami Bacclwiiiiliiin, ive must 
suppose tlie Aiist^tcralic Club at Slogara to liave l)etn 
as busy in pruituiiiiTOrnry politics as tlie " Carlton " 
or tlie " l!(!fi)riii " in our gonural elcctioTis ; anil there 
are teikcns that Tlitognis wa.s a slctpli^ss nienilict of 
till) Committee, altliougli some of \m cimfrh-KS, of ivhoui 
iittio more tlian the names survive, caroil more for 
dub-life than cUih-politifs. There was one notable 
exception. In spite of the waywardness of youth, 
ami the iiehleuuss characteristio of one so petted and 
cai-esaed by his friends, Cjl'uus must liave lent his 
cirs aiid hinds to ^aiitu'J slIkihps of Thcognis f r up 
BLtting the deuiocracj mil lOBloim^ the ascend in j of 
tUe wiscuil^ I VttiiKSit laiUin th-jtLjmus 
onsiduLd himailf tj hiM. i r mil tf ifffnte against 
Iheogni^, mil thLii, in i -.if the litter winch 
be'jpeak leciimin ition an! oilii iiiptuit though (f 
L ur^e th" pft.t compares liiinajf tj mull jed ;,ill 
iiid considers hia ^ooil fiith stainless The cldu {f 
the pnr WIS ]nohtbly tetdiy in 1 jedous, the loun^cr 
chaiigtille and volatile, but thue is ccrtainlj no 
iL laon for aupiiuom^ tliat Cyrnua a transferLnce of his 
fiicnd="liiptosoiin,ithi.rpohtii.dd ii-f leaulti-dir eith r 
party-aneeess or iiicroase of pei'sunal distinction, for his 
name survives only in the eleyiiics of TJieoynis, as 
indeed tliat poet has prophesied it woidd, in a frag- 
ment the key to wliidi Hookluiiii Frere limls in a cwit- 
parison of hanlic eiluLiatioii "■ilh the glury resulting 
from iiii Olympic victory :— 

" Yuu Ruaf alolt, ami over land and wave 
Are borne tiiuiiipUant on the wings I gave. 
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(The swift anil nii"^lity wings, Miif,ie anil Vci's,'). 
Your iiiiiiie in cnsy imiiibera siiiootli ami tui'se 
la wal'tfil o'oi' till! wurlil ; and liiwrcl among 
The LiUi'iiU'liiigs ami fonstn, cliamiteil aiiU sun;^, 
Heard and lulmireil ; the nioiiulated air 
Oi' tliites, and voicea of the joung and fair 
Recite it, and to future timei; shall tutl ; 
When, closed witliin the dark sepulchral i;oll, 
Your form shnll moulder, and jour empty ylin.'t 
Waiiduv ilong the drearv Stygiin coast 

Yet feliall jour memory lloiiii*<h green and vi>i.rig, 
ItiLordidiud luniil nu inn lon„up, 
lu Lontmmt^ and j n i i | l i 

TintonnstUeliiJ i I ' n i i e 

Noi>UKhi=ed].i I I 

Buttl^i Iniimilni 1 ii i „ i- d, 

blidl I 1 I J liij I LiiJii.im, 

Atloi. ' III ' IMIII 

An,lJll^ I I. ,1 .m., 

Fiwd i^ tl.1- LUlli, iniiiKiit il u, the sun '— (F.) 

But, to catth the thicid of ThK^is'a "-tory, wo 
must go back to eailici Tcracs than the^t, additissed to 
the young nobk whom he te!;arded witli ■i pure anil 
almost pttemal rei,inl — the grontli, it m»y be, in tke 
first mstince of kindred politu il >n,«s. llie verses 
of Theognis nliicli refer to the second period of his 
life IjeHiii \i ith a caution to Cymu? to keep liis strains 
OS jnuch a secret *ta the fime oi 1 1', p'li'tiy will allow, 
anil evince the same sensitiveness to jiublic opinion 
as so many other of his reinaitiK. Ho cannot jpiin and 
keep, he regrets to own, tlie goodwill of his fellow- 
citizens, any more than Zaim can phiiise all j-artioK, 
whUst — 
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What the advice was wJiicli required siicii a seal of 
secrecy Legiiia to appear aliorlly, in a ftiigtiieiit which 
presages a revuliitioii, in wiiich Cjtiius is looUed-to 
to phiy a leailei's part. It ia interesting as a pietiiro 
«f the state of tilings wliich oac revolution liad 
lirouglit aliout, nwl for which Tlieognis was hatching 
a panacea in aiiotlicr. Slightly altered, to meet the 
political sense of the " good " and " bad," the " better- 
most " ytid the " worse " in Megarian parlance, the fol- 
lowing extract from Jlr Frere is a faithful transcript ; — 

''Our comnionweaitli preserves its funner frame, 
Our common people are no loore the same ; 
They that in akiiis ami liitlfs were rudely dressed. 
Nor dreaiiieil of law, nor soiiglit lo be redressed 
)5y ruks ofriylit, hut, in the days of old, 
Wi/Jioat tht umlls, like deer, tlieir jdticif did held, 
All; now the dominant dam, and ii a, t)ie resl, 
Tlieii bettei^ siouiiuidly, once the best. 
Degenerate, debased, timid, and nieitn ; 
Who can endure to witni^ss sueli a scene 1 
TLeir easy courtesies, tlj« ready smile 
Prompt to deride, to fluttt-r, to heguile ! 
Thtir utter disregard of riglit or wi-otig. 
Of truth or lionour ! Out of ?ucli a Ihrong 
Never imagine jou can tlioose a just 
Or steady frieml. ur faithfal l.i liis ti-ust. 



J line .-ui:J-ut toun.sd.-j ki.'L']i aluof 
ecble pullrj- sulils, that at tlie ]iroof 
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e to fait, 

'»n avi.i!."— (F.) 

Ihe liafc lines i^iinedly l)etoken. tlie lin wmg of a 
coiispincy , but the jiiiet ijoi s on to Hineiit a sttte of 
tilings wltere a genentioii i>t spintkss noljles rtplacea 
till ance&try romaikalile for &piiit md ina„fiianimity 
Ihougli ft frovemment bj an aiietocricy of Ciistc, if of 
tliia littti cxlibre, could not be upset he liis e\ idejt 
mi6givm<js 111 reference to the present leaders of tlie 
paity, whose pride he likens to that «hirh ruined the 
centaury, dostioycd "Smyrna the iirli und Colophon 
the great," and made " Magnesian ills " — in reference 
to the punishmeat of the oppressive pride of the 
Magiiesians by the Ephesians at tho iiver JIaander — 
a by wowl ind a proverb in the \cise of ArcluIoLhus, 
as well as of Theognis In such a posture of affairs 
our poet jiofesses an intention to hold iloof iiutn 
pronounLLil politics and party — 

" Not leaguing with the discontented citw, 
Nor witk the jnoud and arhitriiry few : " — (F.) 

just as elsewhere he advises Cymus to do, in a coup- 
let which may ho translated— 

"Fi'et not, if strife the townsmen reckless ]iiid;e. 
But 'twixt Ijoth Kides, as I, the mid-way tuke." — (D.) 

He was old enough to foresee the danger of reprisals, 
and, from policy, counselled younger blood to abstain 
from injustice and rapine, when the tide turned, — 

" Cynius, proceed like me ! wa.lk not awiy I 

Nor trample on the hounds of piiiperty." — (¥.) 
A, 0. vol. XV. K 
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liut he snm found tliiU Vm- ucutviilily nuly limeiireil 
bim tlie iiiitred mid idiusc of l.otli fiiciuts iuid fij^-s ; 
a discovery wliiuli lie exjH'L'Sses thus ; — 
" The city's mind I liidiiot cnmiiru! [end- 
Do ivoll or ill, tl!L7 hold II],; not Ihdr friend. 
From biii^e and iioblu bkiiiu i^ still my fats:, 
TlioHgli fools iu;iy hlame, who cannot inntiite." — (D.) 

It was liiiid, lie thought, tlmt his frieuils shouhl look 
coolly upon hini, if, with a view to the ivtllheiiig of 
his fiarty, he giive no offence to tlie opposite fiiutiou, — 
if, aa he puts it, 

" I cross not my feu's path, hut ktep aa clear, 
As of hid i'ui;iis nt sen the jiilots stcui'."— (D.) 

And lie is altr.ost querulous in his sojisibility to public 
opiuioii, when he sink's, — 

Thr viih^Mi |lil■^^ iiid]L'!;ilud : mine l■^cape 

Most fi>i-tuni,te ar.: tho-^i', aliva or dead. 

Of whom the leiist is thoui,'ht, tlie least is stud," — (F.) 

It is as if he administered to himself the comfort 
which Adam gives Orlando — - 

" Know you not, master, U> some kind of men 
Their graces serve tlieni hnt as enemies 1 
Ko more do yours ; your virtues, gentle niMter, 
Are panctified and holy traitors to you." 

— ' As you like it,' II. iii. 

But a candid study of the character of Theognis in- 
duces the impression that his neutrality was only tit- 
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fill or temporary. A great i^oal of his coimsol to his 
friend exliibits liim in tlio liglit of a politic watcher of 
events, at one time depreciiting what at another he 
advocated. TVho would recognise the champion of 
the "wise and good" and of their policy, pure and 
aiTuplo, in these verses, breathing a spirit of progress 
and expediency ? — 



Take iieed ! the very measures that you press, 

May l)rjn§ repentance with their own success."^{F.) 



There is also an inconsistency to he aeconnted for 
douhtlesa upon politic grennda, in the discrepant advice 
which he gives Cyrnus aa to the friend to be chosen 
in the crisis then imminent. At one time he is all 
for "determined hearty partisans,"and deprecates associ- 
ation with reckless asaoei.itcs, as woll as with fair- 
weather friends ; — 

" Never engage with a poltroon or craven, 
Avoid liiin, Cymiis, as a treacherous haven. 
Tliose friends and hearty contraries, as yoii tliink. 
Realty to Join yon, when you feast or drink, 
Those easy I'riemls from Jitflculty shrink." — (F.) 

Eut anon he is found subacrihing to the principle that 
"no man is whollybad or wholly good, "and recommend- 
ing his friend to cor-iliate, as we say, Tom, Dick, and 
Hany, so as to be " t ^ things to all men." 

" Join with the world ; adopt with every man 
His party views, his temper, and his plan ; 
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11 1 U I — (1 ) 

r 1 p ti 1 t tiis 111 ti t t 

1 ttl t 1 11 t [ in I 

— t 1 1 t 1 til J ] tl 

I li 1 li I t t t J t fy tl 

II \ til Lt! 
fllltfd It \ irtt f 

tl 1 I f tl ill AI & t tl k n 

t 1 f j,l lull 1 d pot 

II 1 1 Ij f Jl P t 1 re 
k f tl 1 f tl 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 t t 

1 I t 1 t f t t ) -^ ai f tl 

1 I t t k t 1 f t d 

III t It tl f tl 1 

t f 1 f f rs 

k; t P 1 1 f I f tl 1 

1 1 1 1 p 1 1 J I It t t t 

tl 11 1 f 1 1 ty 11 t tl 

fi'itgmonts wliicli rnfer more or less lUri^ctly to tins loss 
may be given togt'llior. Iloro is one wliicli spoitke to 
the estynt and nature of it ; — 

" iBail faith has ruined me : diftniPt alone 



• Tlip w-aUw:; rcfcrrpa t" ifi the Syii-P^ilj-pus - Sq'ia 
rh-lopiyV" «S \.\»\w.\'- \^^w\, \^ rrroiTC'l to hi IIcHina's * Works 
and Days' (524) iiiiili:L- iLu qiitlict ul' " the hoiidtjis." 
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n anil the ilngs : tlio powers divine 
<r not against them, nor re}ii]ie : 
Mere huinan violence, rapine, and stealth 
Have brought me down to poverty from wealth." — (F.) 

In another he invokes the help of Zeus in requiting 
his friends and foes acconling to their deserts, whilst 
he describes himself aa one who — 

" Like to a, scared and liunted hound 
That scarce escaping, trembling and half drowned, 
Crosses a gully, swelled with wintry rain, 
Has crept ashore in feebleness and pain " — (F ) 

The h tterness of h s f I n at the rong h 1 
suffered a mt ns fied in tl e ae i el of tl is f a ti t 
nto the exp ess on of a 1 one daj to d mli the 
ery blood of them that have done t But pcrhaia 
tl e m at to ch ng d sj e fie all o ti 1 pol i 
t on s I re the r t ra of sp ng — to en 1 anotl ^ 
plo ph over h s e tral h 1 la— 1 p ^'s uf to 1 
u nbrai ce the change n h s f t es — 

Tl vearly nnmo s f he r h ne 

Tl t sthejlou^na t h t, k „ n 
Strikes to my heart a melancholy Etiiiiii — 
When all is lost, and my paternal lands 
Are tilled for other lords with other liands, 
Since that disastrous wretched voyage brought 
Eichea and lands and everything to nonght." — (F.) 

A kindred feeling of pain hreathea in anotiier passage 
d propos of autumn and its harvest-homes. And this 
pain he seeks to allay sometimes by reminding liimsclf 
that womanish repinings will but gratify his foos, and 
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at other times Ly plana for Fctliiig 
riglits. Kow lie admits that i)atiijiit( 
cure, anii that, if impa,tieiit, — 



Now again, lie seems to think siillon resistance is a 
ljotti3r policy; and in another curious imishig he argues 
against the justice of visiting the sins of the fathei's 
oatbechOilren: — 

" The case is hawl where a good citizen, 
A person of an lionouralile niiiiil, 
Religiously devout, fiiitliful, and kind. 
Is doomed to jxij the lamentiiLle score 
Of guilt aceuniulated long hefore. 

Quite undeservedly doomed to atone, 

In other times, for actions not hia omi,"~(r.) 

In the miilst of these eonfiicting emotions it is pleasant 
to find that he can extend a welcome out of the 
renmaiit of hia fortunes to sueh hereditary friends as 
one ClearistuB, who has come across the sea to visit 
him ; and it is consistent with his early habits th:it he 
should try the effect of drowning care in the howl, 
though he is forced to admit that this factitious 
ohlivion soon gives place to bitter retrospects, and 
equally bitter prospects. 

"We must not however suppose that Theognis and 
hia fellow-autfurers brooded altogether passively over 
their wrongs. His famous political verses, likening the 
state to a ship in a storm, betray a weakness in the 
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niling pnwiTB, ciiniieiitly provocative of tlie hmute or 
iiiaurrftctioii which viaa to follow: — 

"Such is our state ! in a tcnipestuovig sea, 
Witli ail tlie crew rugiiig in mutiny ! 
No iluty followed, none to reef a sail. 
To work the vessel, or to pump or hale : 
All h ahandoneil, and without a check 
Tlie iiiifjhty sea comes sweeping o'er the deck. 
Our steersman, hitherto so hold and steady, 
Active and ahle, is deposed already. 
No diseipiine, no sense of oider fult. 
The d.iily musses are unduly dealt 
The goods are plundered, those that ou^'ht to keep 
Stiict watch axe idly skulking, or asleep ; 
All tlijit ia left of order or ciiiniiiiind 
Committed H'hoil.y to the l)ri:;e^t liaiid. 
In sutl] a case, my IVieiid, I lifted.-; must tliiiik 
It were no niMvel tliou-ii tlie vs.^s<.| sink. 
This riddle to my uortliy fiieiids I tdl, 
But a shrewd knave will undersfand it well !"— (F.) 

It is easy to tUscera in the last couplet a liint to his 
partisans to take advantage of this posture of aflaira, 
and the friigments which serve as a context revert to 
the drowning stitp, tlisciiss wlio ia staunch and what 
is rotten in it, and inijily geiiei'ally that t!ie sole reason 
for not striking is distrust of the number and fitness 
of the tools ; — 

" The larf,^st company you could enroll, 
A siiif^le vessul conid enihark the wliole ! 
So fHw tliei-e are : tlie noble mainly niiiidK, 
Faithful and tinn, the men tliEit honour binds ; 
Impregnable to (lan;;ur and to pitin 
And low seduction in the shape of fj-aiu." — (F.) 
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r t tl t 1 1 1 f liave to "be 

resf ted to as I t e ] 1 to the ruin 

c rta a to ov t 1 e tl ii f ft r t3 i lots hoTe been 
dvul^ 1 tl y s t stU a I a t t II tre is extant 
a paij^a e ol son e len tl 1 1 "\I T o e ingeniously 
CO ce to h'ive been tl e h I f T! o^ lis's speech 
to the CO p ito's Its CO lu n rcftusents the 
oath of the nil o tent a f o \ \ leJ^, ^ assistance 
to fr e is ud ^ tal to fo to the uttermost. 

It br ■\ti s tl e o oO f le. pen t b t does not 
hold t a i o f t t es 1 cl co ihl justify 

the re ort to a t o ihe [ ■ec e nat e of what fol- 
io vel ye kuov ot An el ^30 tnl s Ijeetive poet 
1 ko Tl eo Tiia s n 1 er to on 1 tha to describe, 
lie o tlreak n y h e 1 d a gleam f success, or 
ly 1 ve lee 1 1 at tl e b by the fore- 

s ght of ts Pi o ent or the de pa an 1 faint heart of 
its promoters. It seems qnite clear, however, tbat, 
perhaps by the aid of an armed force from some demo- 
cratic state, most Ukely Corinth, the insurrootion is 
beaten to its last breathing-place. Here is a fragment 
which vividly pictures the hurried resolve of the party 
of Cymus and Theognis to abandon their country and 
ill-starred enterprise :— 

" A speechless messenger, the btiiton's !i^iit, 
Annonncus danger from the mountain's liBJglit ! 
Eiidle your horses and prepare to fly ; 
Tlie tiuiil crisis of our fate is nigh. 
A niouK'iitary p.aii.se, a narrow space, 
])etaul^^ tlu'ui ; Ijut \.\\v Sn:s iippniiii^li apace ! 
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We must iibiile wlmt Ibrtiinc iias ilecreeii, 
And hope that Heaven will lielp us ^t crnr nucil. 
Make your resolve ! At home jour uieans were great ; 
ALroad ytia will retain a poor estate ; 
TJnostuntatioiia, iniligent, and scant, 
Yet live secure, at least from present want," — (F.) 

Sticli, then, was tho iasuo ul all imi- poet's plotting ami 
club'intrigues, liie poetic exhortations, and liia hopes 
of a saviour in Cjrnus. Not only did he foil of the 
aggrandisement of his party and the recovery of his 
estate: he had henceforth also to realise the niismes 
of esile. 
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THEOONIS IN ESIL 

Drives fioni liia f;oiiiiti'y throtiyh an 
lU'- agninst tlic p;ii'ty in jKiwer, Tlieognis next appeare 
as a refugee in Eubcen, wliere a faction of congenial 
liotitieal views has tempted liiiu to take up his reKiilence. 
But his sojourn nnist iiave lieou hi-ief. The aristocracy 
of tlie i^laii.l WIS no nuil<:li I'm- the coinnwualty, when 
tlie liittiT was liackpd l>y Cui'iiitliian sjnipiithisers, 
whose policy was to upset hi^ruUitary ohgavchics, and 
to lift an individual to auijreiiie power on the shoulders 
of the [leople. Kofore this strong and sinister influence 
our poet ]iK)lia!jly had to how in Euhcea, as he bad 
alittiidy bowed in Sleyara. Tha pLdiicijiles to which ho 
clung so t«nncioiisly were doouieil to ill luck, and he 
I'clt the disasters of liis party little short of a personal 
ilis^iee. It was the oid stoiy of the (/inxi and Imd, 
ill the political and social sensu already noticed; and, 
as at Megara, the good got the woi'st of it :— 
"Alas for our di-grace ! Oriiiilius l..>t * 
Thi! fail- Lohiiitiaii pliiiu ! A phiiid.-riii- host 
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Iiiv^iilc it— all tlie h-m-e l>iiiii^lj«l or flo.l ! 
"Within tlio town leiml Tv;§ians in their stead 
Eutu it lit runiloiii, Sncli is our disyriii-i-. 
May Zeu3 coufoiinil the Cyjjselising vacv \" — (F.) 

Ercjitliing from his heart this curse against the policy 
of the Gorinthiana ibo^e lof imI to ant Lon\ uiiently 
named after tlie usurper who founded tlie system 
Theo„m=i aooa rctiied to Ihehes ns a stxt« whi^h 
from its open sjnipatliy i\ith the pohti(,s of the lian 
ished Mcoirftm would he hktlieat to ofFtr thein an 
asyhini and to connne at thtir pojects for recoverm^ 
their nitive city hy f ilp or aubthty Thi. hrot 
jjlimpse wo ha^e of 1 n it Ihehea is chiracten tic of 
the nun m moie wijs thm one At the liouse of a 
noble host his loie of niuiio leil hioi t) an interfer 
ence with or a tw ilry of the hiiL I i nan, girl Ai^j ris 
and her ^ocntiin which provoked the qi! es ot tlie 
j,lee miiden and possibly lowered him in tht estima 
tion of the company But the love of mnsie and 
smj which led hnu into the scrape sufUced also to 
furnish him with > leady and extemporised letoit to 
the pirls insmnation tliat pcihaps his luother wts i 
flute [hjor (and by impl cation a sluc)^! ictoit 
which he no doubt astonished his audience hy sii „ 
mg to his own accomi animent — - 

** I am of .ffitlion'3 liuei^. Thehes has given 
Shelter to one from home and country driven. 
A truce to jests : my iMruiits mock thou not, 
Por tliine, not niiiLc, giil, ia tiie slavish lot. 
Full many an ill the exile has to hiave : 
This good I clasp, that none can call me slave, 
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Albeit ill dreiuutiiui.1, and oblivion's phiia," — (D.) 

The verses seGm to bo instinct witli a lumteur ^n■tiA 
from consciniianciss of liia aristocratic connections, even 
wliilst the singer's ilependenco upon his own tiilenta 
rather tlian. on liireil minstrelsy hc^speaks him a citi- 
zen of the ivorld. ]!ut, ajiart from such scciics 
ami sueli entortainments in hospitable Thebes, our 
poet found time tlieru for scliemes of revenge and 
repiisiiis, and for the refugee's proverbial solaee, thu 
plcastires of liope. Wiiilst a portion of his day Mas 
spent in the congenial society of the ciiliivatiid noble — 
the contretemps at whose house does not seem to have 
inteiiiipted their friendship — another portion was de- 
voted to projects of return, whieii a fellow-feeling 
ivould prevent from appearing tedious to the ear of his 
partner in exile, Cyinius. To bim it is amusing to 
liud him comparing his haKlsliips to those of Ulysses, 
and gathering liope of vengeance from the sequel of 
the wanderings of that mythical hero : — 

" Boomed to dfscend to Pluto's <lreary reign, 
Yet he returned and riewed his home again. 
And wreaked his vengeance on the plundering crew, 
The factions, haughty snitoia, whom lie slew : 
Whilst all the while, with atuady faith nnfeigned, 
Tlie prndent, chaste Penelope remained 
With her lair son, waiting a future liuur 
For his arrival and return to power." — (F.) 

According, indeed, to Theognis's testimony, it should 
seem that his Penelope at Mcgara was as blameless as 
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IN EXILK. 157 

tlie Ithacan princess of tliat name, fni' lie takes Gynius 
to witness, iii a quaint fashion enough, that 
" Of all good things in human life. 
Nothing can ei]iial goodness in a wif<:. 
In our omi ease we prove the proverl] tnie ; 
You vouch for lue, my friend, and I for you." — (F,) 

Ifc must be allowed that this is a confirmation, under 
the citeumstanees, of the poet's dietitm, " that ahsence 
is not death to those that love;" but still one is 
tempted to wonder what their wives at Megara thought 
of these restless, revolution-mo ngering husbands, as 
they lieheld them in the mind's eye hohbiag and nob- 
bing over traason in some "Leicester Square" tavern 
of Euhcea or of Thebes. In such t6te-d.-iStes Theognis, 
no doubt, was grent in aesthetics as well as moralities ; 
and the sole deity stiU left to reverence, Hope, became 
more winsome to his fancy as ho dwelt on the refine- 
ments he had to forego, now that he was bereft of 
home and property. The following fragment repre- 
sents this state of feeling : — 

" For human nature Hope remains alone 
Of all the deities— the rest ai^c floivn. 
Faith, is departed ; Truth and Honour dead ; 
And all the Graees too, my I'risnd, are fied. , 

The scanty Bpeeiraens of living worth 
Dwindled to nothing and extinct on earth. 
Yet while I live and viuw the light cif heaven 
(Since Hope remains, and never hath been driven 
From the distracted world) the single scope 
Of my devotion i^ to worsjiip Hope : 
Where hecatombs are slain, and altars bum, 
With all the deities adored in tinn. 
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" An exile has no friends ! no paitiBan 
Is flna or faithful to tlio hunislii-d lUEin ; 
A disappoiiitiiitnt and a pmiishnLeiit 
Harder to bear and worse than Lanishmcnt."— (F.) 

And under those circumstances he is driven in earnest 
to the coui'So which, in liis ' Aehaniians,' Aiistophanes 
iTpresents Diucopolis as adopting — namely, private 
negotiations with the masters of t!te situation at Megara. 
Ever recurring to his "pleasant gift of verse" when' 
he had "a mot" to deliver, a shaft of wit to liarb, or 
a compliment to j>ay, Tlieogiiis makes it the instrument 
wherewith to pave the way to his reconciliation and 
restoration. If the whole poems were extant, of which 
the lines wo are about to cite represent Frere's mode of 
traushitiiig the first couplet, it would, as the translator 
acutely surmises, be found to contiiiii a enndiJ review 
of the past, an admission of oiTors on his own side, an 
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advancu towanls iiiiiking things ijlensatit with tli<' 
other, aw'l a first ovfirtiita to tlie ti'isiity he wus dtsii- 
ous to negotiate with the victorious party. 

" No mean or coward heart will I coiiiiiLtiitl 
In an old comrade or a pi.rty friend i 
Nor with ungenerous hasty zeal decry 
A noble-minded gallant enemy," — (F.) 

But the biiit, though specious, did not tempt those 
for ivhoni it was desigJied. In another short fragment 
is reoonl&l tlie outhuitt of tlie jioet's disaiipuiutnieat 
at finding it " labour lost" lie sccius to have aban- 
doned hope at last in the words — 

" Not to lie bom — never to see the sun- 
No worldly Idessing is a greatar one I 
Ai[<! the neit hest is spetdily to die, 
And lapt benirath a load lA eurth to lie." — (F.) 

But even a man without hopa must live — that is, 
unless he terminate his woes by self-slaughter, a dar- 
nier ressort to which, to do lum justice, Thei^n'nis makes 
no allusion And so — it woul I seem bi,ciu9e Ihtbes 
tliough it gave Bjmiathy and ho--pitality did not j,ive 
means of laiiiing a ^ubsifttnce to the Me^arian re- 
fugees — we Jind him m the next ffi^ment — the last 
',f those adlrcssed to Cjtnus — innouiicicg a resolu 
tion to flee from povf-rtj , the i> orst of misenes . — 

" In poverty, dear Cynius, we forego 
I'reedom in word and deed— liody and minii, 
Action and thought are fettered and confined. 
Let 113 then fiy, dear (JyriiiiB, oiiee again ! 
Wide as the limits of the lund and main. 
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From tli.'sc fiitiiii!,'lnii«i(s : iiith tlicw In view, 
Death h tliii liyliter evil <>( Iho two."— (I'.) 

Possibly, as we huur no more of liiui, the poet's 
younger and leas sensitive eoniraila. ilid not respond tfl 
the iiivitatioii. Ceitjiitily Tliuogitis sliortly transleireil 
his ruHiilonce to Sicily, that isle of the west, ivhich 
was to his countrymen what Ameriua is to ours, tlie 
refuge of uneiiiployed eiiteqirise F.m! uiiapiiitpiated 
tiilunt, Arriveii tiiere, lie quickly sliakos off tlie gloom 
which the imjiressiojis of a sea-voyage v JiiUl not lewd 
lo ligiiteii, and prejwres to gi-apple in oaiiiest the 
pwbh'ni '"iiow to manage lo live." Though hu gives 
vent to expressions which show what an indignity 
work must have seemeil to 



his pluck and good sense come to his aid, and he con- 
soles himself with the generalisation that 
" All kinds of shalihy sliifts m 
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I.V EXtLE. IGl 

had to do dirty work, aiut to put up witli snubs lie 
never dreameil of iti liis palmy club-life at home. His 
sensibjlitiea were outraged by vulgar nouveaux riches 
who eniiiloyed liia talent, as well as by professionals 
who quizzed him as an amateur. Fortunately he 
could get his revenge in a cheap way upon both 
classes. Here is his thrust at the former : — 

" Dunces are often rich, while indigence 
Thwarts the designs of elegance and sense. 
Nor wealth alone, nor judgment can avail ; 
In either case art and improvement fail" — (F.) 

As to the latter, nothing can be more fair and open 
th^m the test to which he proposes to submit his own 
pretensions, and those of one Academus, who had 
twitted him with being a cross between an artist and 
an amateur : — 

" I wish that a fair trial were prepared, 
Friend Acjidemus ! with the prize declared, 
A comply slave, the conqueror's reward ; 
For a full proof betwixt myself and yo»i. 
Which is tlie better minstrel of the two. 
Then would I show you that a mule surpassea 
In his performance all the breed of tunes. 

Enough of such discourse : now let ns try 
To join our best endeavours, you and I, 
With voice and nnisic ; since the Muse has blessed 
Us both with her endowments ; and possessed 
With the fair science of harmonious sound 
The noighhouring people, and the cities round." — (F.) 

The retort was two-edged. Wliiist Theognis turns 
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1C6 TIIF.OOXIS ly EX ILK 

wliich (ii'e not Imvil to giitlior iij^ 'llu! I'psult is, net 
tliat )iis niaxmia ;tve Jt'tis nutalilo, Imt that m'g realise 
the life and uharactiT of Lini wliu iiiimliled tliem into 
versB — \eise wiich is oltfn olegant in cxpix-SBVun, and 
ahvajs marked by a genuine and i'orciUo suLjiiutivity. 
The task of tracing this lifu in hia works has boen 
rondereil easier to the author of thu fori'Ljuing pages Ly 
the inyeuioua and skilful kbows of ilt i'luie. 



EKD OF UliSKlil AMJ TnEOGXIS. 
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